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A lot of legends and myths are connected with rivers. One of the greatest river in the world is the Volga.

The Russian hydronym "Волга" is akin to the Slavic word for "wetness", "humidity" (влага, волога). The Russian name is transliterated as Volga in English and Wolga in German. Another possibility is that the river's name has Finnic roots derived from Karelian Valkia / Valgia (White) River.

The Turkic peoples living along the river formerly referred to it as Itil or Atil (probably the origin of Attila's name). In modern Turkic languages, the Volga is known as İdel (Идел) in Tatar, Idyll in ancient Chuvash-Bolgar, Атăл (Atăl) in Chuvash and İdil in Turkish. Another version of the same root is represented by Mari Юл (Jul). Under the Mongols, the river was known by its other Turkic name Sarı-su ("yellow water") but Mongols used also their own name Shar mörön ("yellow river").
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The ancient and modern Mordvin name for the Volga, Рав (Rav) Erzya (Rava) Moksha comes from Merdi (Russian Mordva) mythology where Rav / Rava is the named fairy of the Great Water. Some western sources have suggested that the name reflect the ancient Scythian hydronym *Rhā, supposedly cognate with the ancient Avestan and Sanskrit names Rañha and Rasah for a mythical river supposed to flow around the earth. These words are all connected in their primary meaning of "dew, liquid, moisture".
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The Volga and the Vazuza had an argument for a long time. They wanted to know which of them was the cleverest, the strongest and the most respectable one. They continued to argue for many days and decided to do one thing. "Let's have a rest and sleep for a while and which of us will wake up earlier and come to the Khvalynskoe Sea more quickly is the cleverest, the strongest and the most respectable river. The Volga fell asleep, the Vazuza fell asleep too. But the Vazuza got up at night ran away, close a good road for itself and began to flow. Having woken up, the Volga began to flow too, but not very quickly. It met the Vazuza in Zubtsov. The Vazuza felt fear because the Volga was so mighty and terrible. So it called itself a little system and as had the Volga to take it onto the arms and bring to the Khvalynskoe Sea. Nevertheless the Vazuza wakes up earlier than the Volga in spring and awakes the Volga out of its winter dream.
