                  Our Museum Is Worth Visiting
        I live in Balakhonovskoe a small village on the left bank of river Kuban. Though it is small there are place of interest. But our museum is the most remarkable among them.   

       A room - museum devoted to fighters for the Soviet authority in the Kuban and Stavropol areas was decided to open on November, 7 1959 in village Bogoslovskoe. It was called in honour of the legendary hero of the civil war Yakov Filippovich Balahonov.
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        The teacher of Russian and Literature Nadezhda Firsovna Popova undertook to organize a museum. Nowadays she is a pensioner and a permanent director and the guide in the museum.
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         The pupils became her first assistants. They brought photos of their grandmothers and grandfathers, fathers, the senior brothers who were participants of the Civil and the Great Patriotic wars and later active builders of a collective farm. They wrote letters military units where fellow-villagers served. People were glad to share their recollections, sent photos, documents. Thus the stands of commander Ya.F.Balahonov and Hero of the Soviet Union senior lieutenant A.Lisenko fell for the liberation of Byelorussia appeared. There is an individual stand devoted to A.P.Brilyova. This woman lived really heroic life. Exhibits about N.Kochubey, Ya.Balahonov, A.Perventsev and I.Yudin with their autographs can be referred to the most remarkable ones. 
         There are a lot of various instrument kernels, sabers in the museum.
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          But I shall not be mistaken if I tell that the most important exhibit in the museum is the history of our village Balakhonovskoye written by Nadezhda Firsovna. There are about three thousand exhibits in a museum telling about the past and the present of the village, about the formation of Soviet authority in our region, about the heroes of the Civil and the Great Patriotic wars, local materials. 
          In the department devoted to the October revolution and the Civil war which takes up the most part of the museum there are such stands as «The Great October Socialist Revolution In Russia ", “They Were Awarded With The Honourable Revolutionary Weapon "," Leaders and Commanders of Partisan Groups in Stavropol Region "," Legendary Brigade Commander N.A.Kochubey etc. But here you can not only learn about the history of the revolution but also about the formation of the Soviet authority in the region.
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        The exposition devoted to the participants of the Great Patriotic War is widely presented in the museum. A good library of military literature, front letters, “killed in the battle” notices, newspapers of military years, the sacred soil with a splinter from Kursk, the soil from Khatin, from the monument "Alyosha" in Bulgaria, from the tombs of the lost fellow-villagers, splinters, sleeves, commemorative medals and the soil from the common grave on Malaya Zemlya are collected here. 
           The workers of the museum can tell hours about each exhibit especially with the youth.
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In fact having estimated the past it is possible to understand and to estimate the present. What a number of patriots are brought up in this museum. What a number of people having touched to the heroic past, became purer and nobler in soul. Voices do not cease the whole year in the museum. Here pupils joined pioneers and Komsomol. They had lessons of courage and there are meetings with veterans and the best workers.
[image: image7.jpg]KAYE
EXIXE

~—~ G0 BEAAXOHOBE

l’.lr




[image: image8.jpg]1917

ﬂl‘“[gn--

J BRI
B Yivernge

AP
BUIEE: x4 a0

A LeiNd

QU0 " 2s0a R o Hadai

LALRE T
[ 5! TR

-

-

u
QE 10BNz
i I e N0

A& a0 w:;Z ;




     
[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


                                                               

        It is possible to meet visitors from other villages, Nevinnomissk and other towns of our region quite often in the museum. Guests from Czechoslovakia, Poland, Bulgaria, and Iran visited it. More than 160 thousand people visited the museum for 20 years. And each visitor carried away in their hearts kindness, memory about the people kept these invaluable relics.
            In 1961 the club was opened and our museum is there till now. Eventually it became the center of patriotic education not only in our village but also in the whole region.
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       The museum is marked off with numerous diplomas. Only in the coin box of Nadezhda Firsovna there are 55 diplomas, letters of thanks from the regional organizations, trade unions. In 2001 she was awarded with the medal “For Achievement In Culture ".
          Years pass. The fund is replenished. New forms of work are developed for example recently they took part in the regional competition of skill «The Best Museum Worker Of Year ". For the project «Darling Land» the museum was awarded with the Diploma of the Ministry of culture of Stavropol Territory at the first regional festival «Property ". 
          Such museum we have. And we are grateful to all who assists the museum with their deeds. They leave a long memory of themselves for the present and the future generation. 

          We do not doubt in the fact that our museum has a great and interesting life. It is worth visiting.  
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