Poetry of Russian province. Kolomna, a town outside Moscow.
There are thousands of big cities and small towns, and every town has its own history. Kolomna has a unique one. Here you can touch the past and the present of Russia.
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Kolomna for the first time is mentioned in Lavrentiev annals in 1177 that gives scientists the basis conditionally to consider date of the basis of city. At that time the city was wooden, with one gate - Pyatnitskiye. Kolomna was on border of two princedoms of northeast Russia - Vladimir-Suzdal and Ryazan, princes which constantly were at war. In connection with conflicts of contenders the mention of Kolomna in the annals also has appeared. However the researches made in last decades and archeological excavations allow the basis to consider, that Kolomna was a fortress at 11-12th century. The destiny and the role of Kolomna in the foundation of the Russian state is remarkable and dramatic: at all times of enemy intrusions to Kolomna it was necessary to take up impact of conquerors, to protect by itself brothers – Slavs. And still at all oppressions of the eastern conquerors, Kolomna continued to live, being restored after the route and fires. Skills and conscientiousness of the Kolomna builders causes admiration and respect to this day. 
Let me tell you about Kolomna’s old buildings.
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There are a lot of impressive ancient buildings that ennoble a modern town. They still remain a genuine feature of Kolomna. It is a pity that nowadays we can admire only two fragments of the Kremlin walls. And only seven towers remain since then: the Pyatnitskaya, the Granovitaya, the most beautiful tower of Marina Mnishek and four small eastern towers. Even partly preserved the Kolomna Kremlin nevertheless remains a majestic and harmonious creation. 
Kolomna is also famous for its monasteries and numerous cathedrals and churches. By the end of 20th century almost all of them were revived.

But not only this magnificent historical buildings represent a highlight of Kolomna. I personally admire old private houses [image: image7.jpg]


remained nowadays. That is why I would like you to walk with me across the old part of Kolomna, feeling the past reviving everywhere. Peaceful side streets bring river smells. There still remain wooden houses decorated with carvings. It seems time has stopped for while in these surroundings. 
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Old Kolomna is a town of merchant private residences of good quality with wings and stone gates. There are two private residences of Empire style, which are located, and which are well preserved on the territory of the Kremlin: 
The first is LUKOVNIKOV HOUSE situated in Lazarev St 28:
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Built in the first half of the 19th century it represents the Russian branch of Empire architecture. This little house is the considered to be the “nest of the gentry” though it belonged to several generations of a merchant family who had been important in the town since the Middle Ages. The building exemplifies standard projects recommended nationwide by the government.
And the second house is the HOUSE OF SHEBALIN situated in Lazarev St 22
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It resembles the Lukovnikov house. This property changed a number of owners and now is known by the latest owners’ name.
Another house worth visiting is situated outside the Kremlin walls. It is called Maslov house.
MASLOV HOUSE situated in Kazakov St 5
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It was built by a wealthy farmer, Maslov by name, in the neo-Russian style, fashionable at the start 20th century. The asymmetrical facade, bay windows and other imaginative details bring it close to art nouveau. 
Alexander Maslov, the captain, the Hero of the Russian Federation, was born in the village of Andreevskoe of the Kolomna area. From the first hours of the Great Patriotic war he took part in fights against fascist aggressors. He was killed, in a fierce battle near Minsk. 
Many old building of Kolomna are now used for housing certain institutions. One of them is the Medical College which occupies the building of the former girl’s school.
GIRL’S SCHOOL situated in Kazakov St 5
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Originally the house of the rich Tupitsyn merchant family, it had a main house with two side outhouses, and two gates. Rebuilt for a grammar school towards the end of the 19th century. The street façade retains decorations, the most beautiful of which is a small Corinthian. 
OZEROV ESTATE situated in Krasnogvardeiskaya St. 2
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A picture gallery occupies Ozerov’s estate house, which was built at the turn of the 19th century, presumably, by Matvei Kazakov or one of his followers. It is a two-storey house, with an attic. It has two facades with white limestone decorations-one facing the street and the other facing, the garden. 
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Alexey Semyonovich Ozerov, whose name and today carries the Kolomna cultural center called " Ozerov's House ", was a stranger in Kolomna. In 1863, being quite a wealthy person, he entered the Kolomna list of merchants of the first guild. Ozerov's family owned four two-storeyed stone houses, and several pubs. Ozerov was an active public man and a philanthropist. In the history of Kolomna of a boundary of 19-20 centuries there are quite few people, whose addresses are still kept in memory after so many decades. The house №2 in which Ozerov lived, is the rare exception. 
Another building I’d like to say a few words about is Boys’ orphanage.
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BOYS’ ORPHANAGE situated in Komsomolskaya St. 12
The institution opened in 1891 in a former merchant’s property which consisted of a two-storey brick house with white stone décor and two outhouses enclosed a stone wall with two gates. Now it is a common residential building.
KISLOV AND SHARAPOV’S HOSPITAL situated in Komsomolskaya St. 13
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There is a KISLOV AND SHARAPOV’S HOSPITAL  which was originally the Shevlyagin merchants’ estate. It has a main building with one-storey wings, and several wooden and stone sheds in the yard. The palace became municipal property in 1835 when the charitable Kislov brothers’ donated it to the town. The hospital was named after them and another rich merchant, Sharapov, its first trustee. 
 Merchants of the second guild the Kislov brothers became famous at the most generous Kolomna philanthropists of the 19 century. Together with a merchant Sharapov they offered 155 thousand roubles on the foundation of the city hospital. Due to them Kolomna became the first city near Moscow, which had magnificent hospital.
URYVAEV ESTATE situated in Savelyich St 10
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Built in the first half of the 19th century, the complex consists of a two-storey main houses and an outbuilding. In 1917 Michael Egorovich Uryvaev was appointed the commissioner to the Kolomna machine-building factory.  It was hard for him to operate this large manufacture as he had only four-year education. Soon Uryvaev was appointed the first “red director” of the enterprise. His energy had no limits. He had time for everything. His vigorous activity was stopped in 1937 when he was arrested and in two years he was executed. 
MESCHANINOV HOUSE situated in Proezd Artilleristov St.7
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Built in the 1760s on the order of Meschaninov, the town’s richest merchant. Its outlay reminds an undersize replica of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. In 1775 Мещаниновы accepted in this house empress Catherine II who visited Kolomna by travel. “In the beginning of the 18 centuries Ivan Timofeevich Meschaninov was the mister of the city. Nobody was courageous to pass his houses in a cap and furthermore signs of respect were obligatory at personal meeting. More than that! Voevodes cringed before him”, according to the memoirs of Gilayrov-Platonov. He also mentioned that people named  Meschaninov " the Kolomna’s god " - so significant was his influence on city affairs. Meschaninov’s wealth has grown due to the wine trade. Later he enclose money to the cloth trade. The whole quarter of the ground belonged to him where also the main house with park, both factory structures, and kitchen gardens settled down. Nowadays this house belongs to the military commissariat of Kolomna. That is why it seems problematic to make a picture of it. 
STREET MESHCHANINOVSKAJA:
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I would like to tell, that the ancient name of the street the house of Meschaninov situated was Meshchaninovskaja Street. Then in October, 1921 the street was renamed to Crasnoarmeiskaja Street because of the fact there was a military commissariat of Kolomna and district situated here. The present name of the street – is Proezd Arteleristov. This name was accepted in December, 1968. The Kolomna artillery command school located here.
LAZHECHNIKOV ESTATE situated in 192-192A October Revolution St. 192-192a
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Famous historical novelist Ivan Lazhenchnikov spent his childhood and adolescence here. Later, the property repeatedly changed hands with its outlook changing accordingly. 
The ingenious Russian poet Pushkin told about " the Ice house ": " The poetry always remains poetry, and many pages of your novel will live, as long as Russian language is not forgotten». In the beginning of 19 centuries family Lazhenchnikov has moved to the new two-storeyed brick house which has been constructed opposite to the Kremlin in the main Astrakhan street.  The youth of the future writer has passed here. From this house secretly from parents Ivan Lazhechnikov determined by patriotic feelings, ran to [image: image29.jpg]


Moscow in the autumn evening 1812 and joined the Russian army. The most significant novels "Last Novik",  "the Ice house " and "Infidels" being republished in Russia since then. He died in Moscow [image: image30.jpg]


on July, 6, 1869 and was buried in the cemetery of Novodevich’e. People of Kolomna in the worthy image have immortalized a name of the writer. One of the Kolomna’s streets is named in honour of this prominent  Russian writer, as well as regional library.

In 1899 the public library was established in the house of Lazhechnikov estate. ”The premises were found in the house formerly owned by the Lazhechnikovs, which made the library a kind of the writer’s memorial in his own house,” said library reports. 
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In the conclusion I’d like to say, that the glory of Kolomna is made by its people. We can’t but feel sincere love and pride for this small Russian town.
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If we remember its history and the people who lived here we’ll have examples that we can follow.
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