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INTRODUCTION

    
The United  Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

is a constitutional monarchy.


 The Head of State is the Queen – Elizabeth II. When was the institute of the monarchy establishment? What are the rules of succession? How does a Prince or Princess become a Monarch? Where is the coronation held? Who is the Head of State and what is the Monarch like today? 


This work is devoted to the life of the Queen of the United Kingdom. We would like to get to know about her as a person and a monarch.

 So the object of our project is the monarchy of the UK.

The subject of the work is the life of the Queen Elizabeth II.

The aim of the work is to gather information about life of the Queen. For the realizing of the aim we have defined the next task:

· to learn different materials

· to sum up this information

The value of this report is its personal character. This work helps its author to start developing research skills. 

The methodical base of the report is work by L.V.Kalinina, V.M.Pavlotsky. 
The work gives informational about Elizabeth II as a person and as a monarch.

The application contains:

· The British Royal Family Tree

· The Fact File

This work can be used by teachers of English as an extra material for lessons about political system in the UK.

1. MONARCHY IN BRITAIN
The monarchy is the oldest secular institution in the United Kingdom, going back at least to the 9th century. For several centuries the monarch personally exercised supreme executive, legislative and judicial power. The 17th  century struggle between Crown and Parliament led, in the supplement of 1688-1689, to the establishment of a limited constitutional monarchy (it means that the monarch doesn’t have full power, it is limited by Parliament)

· WHAT ARE THE RULES OF SUCCESSION? 

Rules of descent provide that the sons of the Sovereign are in order of succession to the throne according to the seniority, or, if there are no sons, the daughters in order of seniority. 

· HOW DOES A PRINCE OR A PRINCESSE BECOME A KING OR A QUEEN?
There is no interregnum between the death of one Sovereign and the accession of another. (The automatic succession is often summoned up in the phrase "The King is dead; long live the King!") .Immediately  after the death of a monarch an Accession Council issues the proclamation for the new Sovereign. The duration of Parliament is not affected by the death of the monarch.   
· WHERE IS THE CORONATION HELD?

The Coronation of the Sovereign follows some month after the accession. The ceremony has remained much the same in substance for nearly a 1,000 years. It consists broadly of recognition  and acceptance of the new monarch by the people; the taking by the monarch of an oath of royal duties; the anointing and crowning (after communion); and the rendering of homage by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal.

The coronation service, conducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, is customarily held at Westminster Abbey in the presence of representatives of the peers, the Commons and all the great public interests in the United Kingdom, the Prime Minister and leading citizens of the other Commonwealth countries, and representatives  of foreign states. 

· HOW MANY KINGS AND QUEENS WERE  IN THE COUNTRY?

	Born                                    Reigned
	Born                                  Reigned

	             Saxons and Danes

Egbert, King of Wessex                    802-839 

Ethelwulf                                           839-856  

Ethelbald                                           856-860

Ethelbert                                            860-866

Ethelred                                             866-871

Alfred the Great, 849                        871-899

Edward the Elder, 870                      899-924

Athelstan, 895                                   924-939

Edmund I, 921                                   939-946

Edred                                                 946-955

Edwy, before 943                              955-959

Edgar, 943                                         959-975

Edward II the Martyr c.962               975-979

Ethelred II 968/9 

the Unready (deposed)                    979-1013

and                                                   1014-101

Sweyn                                             1013-1014

Edmund II Ironside,

 before 993                               Apr-Nov 1016

Canute the Great, c.995                  1016-1035

Harold Harefoot c.1016/7

jointly with Hardicanute, c.1018    1035-1037

Harold Harefoot (alone)                 1037-1040

Hardicanute (alone)                        1040-1042

Edward III the Confessor,c.1002-5 1042-1066

Harold II, c.1020                        Jan-Oct 1066

Edgar Atheling                          Oct-Dec 1066

            House of Normandy

William I the Conqueror, c.1027/8 1066-1087

William II , c.1056-1060 Rufus     1087-1100

Henry I Beauclerc, 1068                 1100-1135

Stephen, by 1100                            1135-1154
              House of Angevin
Henry II Curtmantle, 1133              1154-1189

Richard I Coeur de Lion

(Lionhearted), 1157                        1189-1199                  

John Lackland, 1167                       1199-1216
	                  House of Lancaster  

Henry IV, 1336                            1399-1413

Henry V, 1387                             1413-1422

Henry VI, 1421 (deposed)           1142-1461

and                                               1470-1471 

                  House of York

Edward IV, 1442 (deposed)         1461-1470

and                                               1471-1483

Edward V,  1470 (deposed)   Apr-June 1483

Richard III, 1452                         1483-1485

                  House of Tudor
Henry VII, 1457                           1485-1509

Henry VIII, 1491                          1509-1547

Edward VI, 1537                          1547-1553

Lady Jane Grey                   10-19 July 1553

Mary I, 1516                                1553-1558

Elizabeth I, 1533                          1558-1603

                  House of Stuart

James I, 1566                               1603-1625

Charles I, 1600                            1625-1649

Charles II, 1630                            1649

and                                               1660-1685

James II, 1633                              1685-1689

Mary II, 1662

jointly with William III, 1650      1689-1694

William III (alone)                      1694-1702
Anne, 1665                                   1702-1714

                   House of Hanover
George I, 1660                            1714-1727

George II, 1683                           1727-1760

George III, 1738                          1760-1820

George IV, 1762                          1820-1830

William IV, 1765                         1830-1837
Victoria, 1819                              1837-1901

   House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha

Edward VII, 1841                        1901-1910

              House of Windsor

George V, 1865                           1910-1936

Edward VIII, 1894                  Jan-Dec 1936

	             House of Plantagenet

Henry III, 1207                               1216-1272

Edward I, 1239                               1272-1307

Edward II, 1284                             1307-1327

Edward III, 1312                            1327-1377

Richard II, 1367                             1377-399
	George VI, 1895                          1936-1952

Elizabeth II, 1926                1952 to present

	
	


2. THE QUEEN ELIZABETH ii
· WHO IS THE HEAD OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND NOW? 
The monarch of the UK is Queen Elizabeth II.

2.1. Elizabeth II as a person

Elizabeth II was born in 1926. 

Princess Elizabeth was educated at home with Princess Margaret, her younger sister. She studied constitutional history, law, art, music, learned to ride. She got married in 1947. She has 4 children and 6 grandchildren.

Queen’s Family

Her husband is Prince Philip. He is one of the members of the Royal Family. But he is not a monarch. His full name is His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. He was born in Greece in 1921. He is a qualified pilot. Sometimes he gives interviews. The sphere of his interests is very wide: environment, wild life, science and technology and sport.    
Their children: 

Charles, Prince of Wales was born in 1948. He is interested in architecture, environment, history, alternative medicine, farming. His favorite sport is polo. He is well-known as a keen promoted of British interests. He has two children: Prince William and Prince Henry.   

Princess Anna: she was born in 1950. Anne finished Beneden school in Kent. She is the hardest working member of the family. She made an excellent sport career. She won international sport events and became the champion in horse-racing in 1971. She took part in the Olympic Games – 76 in Montreal.  She is the President of the Olympic Committee since 1983 and a member of International Olympic Committee. She is the President of Fund Children’s Saving.

Her title is “the Princess - Sovereign”. She got it in 1987. It is the rarest title for members of royal family. Anne is the 7th possessor of this title. In recent years she has become quite popular with public. She doesn’t wear expensive dresses? But she always looks very elegant. She has two children: Prince Peter and Princess Zara. In spite of the fact that she is public person she is mystery.

Prince Andrew the Duke of York. He was born in 1960. He is very good at sport. In 1980 he joined the Royal Navy and became a “sea king” helicopter pilot. He is interested in photography. He speaks French and German. In 1986 he married Miss Sara Ferguson and has two daughters: Princess Beatrice.

Prince Edward is the youngest among the brothers. He was born in 1964. He studied at Cambridge University. He worked as a school teacher and as an actor at the theatre. Also he was an officer. 

The Queen likes:

· Horse racing
· Scottish country dancing
· Jigsaw puzzles
· Bright red dresses 
· Deerstalking
· Champagne
· Long-stemmed, deep-pink carnations
· Quiet evenings at home
· Sandringham
·  The Beatles film, Yellow Submarine
THE QUEEN DISLIKES:

· Tennis, including Wimbledon

· Milk pudding

· The cold

· Charles Dickens

· Dictating letters

· Cigar smoke

· Sailing

· Listening to after dinner speeches

· Ivy

· Snails 

2.2. Elizabeth II as a Monarch
Elizabeth II ascended to the throne after her father’s death (King 

George VI 1895-1952) in 1952 and was crowned in Westminster Abbey in June 1953. She is one of the world richest women. Three quartets or more of her working life is spent in an office reading and signing state papers. She never gives interview. Her title in the UK: “Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and Territories. Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, etc, etc, etc”

Functions of the Monarch

 The queen reigns but does not rule. The United Kingdom is governed by Her Majesty's  Government in the name of the Queen. There are still many important acts of government which require the participation of the Queen. 

 The Queen summons, prorogues and dissolves Parliament. Normally she opens the new session with a speech from the throne which outlines her Government's programme. When she is unable to be present , the queen's Speech is read  by Lord Chancellor. Before a bill which has passed all its stages in both Houses of Parliament becomes a legal entachment it must receive the Royal Assent, which is usually declared to both Houses by their Speakers.

The Queen is the " fountain of justice " and as such can, on the advice of the Home Secretary, pardon or show mercy to those convicted of crimes under English law.

 As the "fountain  of honour"  the Queen  confers peerages, knighthoods and other honours.  She makes appointments to many important state offices. She appoints or dismisses Government  ministers, judges, members of diplomatic corps. As Commander-in-Chief of the armed services (The Royal Navy, The Army and the Royal Air Force) she appoints officers, and as temporal head of the established Church of England she makes appointments to the leading positions in the Church. 

 
The Queen has the power to conclude treaties, to declare war and to make peace, to recognize foreign states and governments, and to annex and cede territory.
QUEEN in parliament

“Queen in Parliament” is the formal title of the British legislature, which consist of the Sovereign, the House of Lords and the House of Commons. As constitutional monarch, the Sovereign is required, on the advice of Ministers, to assent to all Bills. The role of the Sovereign in the enactment of legislation is today purely formal, although the Queen has the right to be consulted, to encourage and to warm. The Queen in Parliament is most clearly demonstrated in the State Opening of Parliament, when The Queen opens Parliament in person, and addresses both Houses in The Queen’s Speech. Each session begins with The Queen’s Speech, and the Houses cannot start their public business until the Speech has been read.      
QUEEN AND PRIME MINISTER
The Queen retains certain residual powers, notably to appoint a Prime Minister, and to decide whether or not to grant a dissolution of parliament. The Prime Minister is normally the leader of the party which has a majority in Parliament, but there could still be exceptional circumstances when The Queen might need to exercise the discretion she still retains to ensure that her Government is carried on.

These days, however, The Queen’s influence is mainly informal. She has a right and a duty to express her views on government matters to the Prime Minister at their weekly audiences, but these meetings – and all communications between the Monarch and her Government remain strictly confidential. Having expressed her views, the Queen abides by the advice of her Ministers.

THE QUEEN’S Role in the commonwealth



As Head of the Commonwealth (the Commonwealth consists of the United Kingdom and its former colonies. For example: Angola, Dominica, Guyana, Belize, Cayman Islands, Jamaica, Bahamas, etc). During her reign, The Queen has visited every country in the Commonwealth. One third of the Queen’s total overseas visits are to Commonwealth countries. The Duke of Edinburgh, The Prince f Wales and other members of the Royal family also pay frequent visits to the Commonwealth. A meeting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government is usually held once every two years. Since 1977, Commonwealth Day is celebrated throughout the Commonwealth on the second Monday in March. To mark the day, The Queen broadcasts a Commonwealth Day message which, like the Christmas Message, is delivered by The Queen as Head of the Commonwealth to the peoples of the Commonwealth as a whole. The Queen is a personal link and human symbol of the Commonwealth as an international organization.  

THE QUEEN’S PUBLIC FUNCTIONS


The Queen, as inheritor of a continuous tradition going back 11 centuries, is the personal symbol of the State and of national unity, and provides a natural focus for popular loyalty and aspirations. Royal marriage and funerals are still marked by ancient ceremonial although to a lesser degree than in former days; and the birthday of a Sovereign, formerly the occasion of many royal and public functions, is today official celebrated early in June by Trooping the Colour, when the Queen personally reviews the troops drawn up on the Horse Guards Parade. The Queen’s Birthday is also celebrated as Commonwealth Day.


Hundreds of royal visits to various parts of the country for public function keep the royal family in close touch with new development. These often involve visits lasting more than one day, and usually centre around an event of local importance or some national event such as the Royal Agricultural Show or the opening of a new bridge or dock. There are also royal film, variety and concert performances  in aid of charity and visits to schools, universities, hospitals and factories. The Queen visits many important sports events.


In addition to being head of all 3 armed services, the Queen is Colonel-in-Chief of several regiments and corps in the United Kingdom and other Commonwealth countries. 


The Queen holds about 14 investitures a year at which she bestows the awards conferred on civilians and members of the armed forces. She presents annually some 2,200 orders, decorations and medals. 

One of the most important duties The Sovereign performs is to act as a host to the heads of States of Commonwealth and other countries when they visit the United Kingdom. When a state visit is involved,   guests stay at Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle of the Palace of Holyroodhouse. Their entertainment includes banquets, receptions, often a special ballet or opera performance  and visits to place of particular interest throughout the country. On the many other occasions when heads of state visit the United Kingdom, either privately or for official purposes, they are nearly always entertained or received by the Queen and often by other members of the royal family as well. Receptions or luncheons are frequently held for other distinguished visitors from overseas.

It is customary at Christmas for the Queen to speak on radio and television to all people of the Commonwealth as their head. 

THE ROYAL YEAR

In compiling the Queen’s diary of engagements for any one year her Private Secretary will invariably first fill a number of fixed dates around which the year’s programme will be arranged. The New Year begins with the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh in residence at Sandringham, the Queen’s private home in Norfolk, where the official work will be combined with time for riding and reading.

The Easter break preceded by a “Maundy” Service at one of the country’s cathedrals, is spent at Windsor Castle. The Queen , whose actual birthday in April, celebrates her “official” birthday in June, with the splendour of  Trooping the Colour which draws many thousands of spectators to London. After this parade, nearly all the members of the royal family join the Queen on the balcony of Buckingham Palace to watch a fly-past by the Royal Air Force, as great crowds gather in front of the Palace and along the Mall.

The celebrations, always held on a Saturday, are followed two days later by another historic display of pageantry when, at Windsor Castle, a service for the Knights of the Garter, is preceded by a splendid procession from the Castle itself to St George’s Chapel.

Then come three days of horse racing at the nearby racecourse at Ascot – Royal Ascot – before July brings an annual period of residence in the Palace of Holyroodhouse  in Edinburgh. There, among other engagements, the Queen holds the first of each summer’s garden parties; there more are held in the gardens of Buckingham Palace. In all some 40,000 people from all sections of the community attend events each year. 

A summer break at the Queen’s private home in Scotland, Balmoral Castle, is usually preceded by a cruise in the Royal Yacht Brinannia, and is followed by the regular autumn schedule – the state Opening if Parliament and the events marking Remembrance Weekend at the Royal Albert Hall and the Cenotaph in Whitehall.

A day in December is always set aside for the Queen to record her radio and television Christmas broadcasts, the one occasion each year when she speaks personally to the Commonwealth as opposed to other, official occasions, when her speeches reflect the views of her government.

Around these fixed dates go the official engagements – investitures, meetings with Prime Minister, Ambassadors and officials, visits around the United Kingdom, official State visits overseas and tours of Commonwealth countries, and time devoted to welcoming and entertaining visiting Heads of State. The Private Secretary also has to allow time – many hours each week – for the Queen to deal with her regular and routine business, the many and varied letters, papers and documents that land on her desk with relentless regularity from literally around the world.

Each private secretary knows too that time will be needed for the charitable activities which engage all the members of the royal family. Whether as the patron of an organization or as dedicated, active president as is the Princess Royal in the case of Save the Children Fund, each “royal” takes his or her involvement in a charity with the utmost seriousness. Direct financial support is a private matter of course, but through charitable functions like film premieres or fundraising dinners and, in contrast, visits to the “front line” among the homeless, the hungry, the sick, and refugees for example, royal involvement clearly raises public awareness. Each member of the royal family insists on time for this work.

The Private Secretaries working for other members of the royal family are similarly engaged, referring always to the Queen’s Private Office to check the state and family occasions which may involve them, but otherwise ensuring that for every adult member of the royal family each year, at home and abroad, is one of the service and activity.                       
RESUME

So this project contains interesting information about the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelands, about her family, her preferences, her functions.

This work has an educational exploring character. It helps summing up informational about Elizabeth II
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                                                                           Application № 2
The Fact Fail
	Since 1952 The Queen has:
·  received some 3 million items of correspondence
·  sent almost 100,000 telegrams to centenarians and more than 280,000 telegrams to couples celebrating their diamond (60 years) wedding anniversaries 
·  sent about 37,500 Christmas cards 
·  given out some 75,500 Christmas puddings of staff 
·  made a Christmas broadcast every year except 1969 when a written message was issued and the film “Royal Family” was shown
·  given Royal Assent to 3135 Acts of Parliament 
·  conferred 380,630 honours and awards
·  held 459 investitures 
·  undertaken 251 official overseas visits to 128 different countries
·  given 88 State banquets
·  launched 17 ships
·  sat for over 120 portraits
·  attended 46 Royal Maundy service in 35 cathedrals
·  owned more than 30 corgis and 8 dorgis (a cross between a corgi and a dachshund)     
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