GREAT BRITAIN IN MOSCOW

(An excursion around Moscow)
My name is Gubina Daria. I study in  the 8 Form of  Moscow Gymnasium 1526. I have been learning the English language for 8 years and I am greatly interested in it. I have visited London recently and saw some places in the UK capital connected with Russia and its people, for example, there is even Moscow Road in London. I wondered if there are places in my native city devoted to the famous British people, the UK history and its culture. I decided to ask my friends about that. I was badly surprised at understanding the fact that practically all my friends know nothing about Great Britain in Moscow. I am sure my  work will be attractive  to those people who are interested in broadening their knowledge of the relationship between Russia and the UK.
For many years Russia and Great Britain were allies and enemies in different wars. The history of our relations is long and remarkable. 

The two countries fought each other at the Seven Years' War.

The two countries fought together on the same side at the War of the Austrian Succession that took place at the years of 1740–1748.

Russia and Britain fought on the same side during the Revolutionary Wars of the 1790s. The failure of their joint invasion of the Netherlands in 1799 precipitated a change in attitudes.

Britain occupied Malta, while the Emperor Paul I of Russia was Grand Master of the Knights Hospitaller. That led to the never-executed Indian March of Paul, which was a secret project of a planned allied Russo-French expedition against the British dominions in India.

The two countries fought each other at the Anglo-Russian War (1807-1812) from 1807 to 1812, after which Britain and Russia became allies against Napoleon in the Napoleonic Wars.

The two countries together fought on the same side at the Greek War of Independence (1821 – 1829).

The two countries then agreed a treaty in 1827, which was also signed by France, which called on the Ottoman Empire and Greece to cease hostilities, desiring Greek independence.

Britain and Russia fought each other during the Crimean War 1853-1856.

Russian and British spheres of influence in Iran as agreed in 1907

Rivalry between Britain and Russia developed over Central Asia in the Great Game of the late nineteenth century.

The two countries were together on the same side at the Boxer Rebellion at the years 1899-1901.

Anglo-Russian Entente and the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 made both countries part of the Triple Entente. Both countries were then part of the subsequent alliance against the Central Powers in the First World War.

After the Russian Revolution, Britain sent troops to Russia in the Allied intervention in the Russian Civil War.

Britain recognised the USSR on February 1, 1924. Relations between then and the Second World War were tense, typified by the Zinoviev letter incident, which later turned out to be a forgery.

In 1938 a few western countries, including Britain signed the Munich Agreement with Nazi Germany. The USSR opposed to the pact and didn't recognize a part of Czechoslovakia becoming a part of Germany. 
As an answer for the fact that USSR's opinion wasn't even asked, the USSR signed the Nazi-Soviet pact as a response, which brought to light the fact that Britain had planned to support Finland against the USSR in the Winter War.

After Operation Barbarossa, Germany attacked the USSR in 1941, the USSR became one of the Allies of World War II along with Britain, fighting against the Axis Powers. The Anglo-Soviet invasion of Iran secured the oil fields in Iran from falling into Axis hands. The Arctic convoys transported supplies between Britain and the USSR during the war.

Relations were tense during the Cold War, typified by spying. The British and American Venona project was established in 1942 for cryptanalysis of messages sent by Soviet intelligence.

Kim Philby was revealed as a member of the Cambridge Five spy ring, which was operating in England in 1963.

The KGB was suspected of the murder of Georgi Markov in London in 1978. The high ranking KGB official Oleg Gordievsky defected to London in 1985.

Margaret Thatcher pursued a strong anti-communist policy in concert with Ronald Reagan during the 1980s, in contrast with the detente policy of the 1970s, although relations became warmer after Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in 1985.

Since the collapse of the USSR, the Anglo-Russian relations initially improved, but have worsened in 2000's due to disputes over extraditions.

In 2003, Russia requested the extradition of Boris Berezovsky and a few Chechen terrorists. Britain refused.

In 2007, Britain requested Andrei Lugovoi to be extradited from Russia over the death of Alexander Litvinenko by polonium poisoning. Russia refused claiming the Russian constitution does not allow extradition of Russian citizens to other countries. This dispute escalated resulting in Britain expelling four Russian diplomats, followed shortly by Russia expelling four British diplomats. Some branches of the British Council, one of the United Kingdom's cultural relations organizations, have also been forced to close down.

In a 2007 report by the head of security service MI5 Jonathan Evans, it was stated that:

"Since the end of the Cold War we have seen a no decrease in the numbers of undeclared Russian intelligence officers in the UK - at the Russian Embassy and associated organisations - conducting covert activity in this country."
Inspite of  all the difficulties  I am sure that the relations between our countries will be close and friendly.
A lot of famous British people lived and worked in Russia.

Richard Chancellor (d. 1556) was an English explorer and navigator, the first to penetrate to the White Sea and establish relations with Russia in 1553 after his arrival in Archangelsk. He returned to England, and was sent back to Russia in 1555. The same year the Muscovy Company was established. The Muscovy Company (also called Russian Company or Muscovy Trading Company, Московская компания), was a trading company chartered in 1555. It was the first major English joint-stock trading company, the precursor of the type of business that would soon flourish in England, and became closely associated with such famous names as Henry Hudson and William Baffin. The Muscovy Company had a monopoly on trade between England and Muscovy until 1698 and it survived until the Russian Revolution of 1917.

Patrick Gordon  (1635 – 1699), was a general of the Imperial Russian army of Scottish origin. He got education in Paris. At the age of 15 he entered the Jesuit college at Braunsberg, Prussia, but soon returned home, because he did not tolerate well the strict and somber way of life at the school.

    He changed his mind, however, before reembarking on the journey back to Scotland, and after journeying on foot in several parts of what is today Germany, he ultimately enlisted at Hamburg in the military of Sweden in 1655.

In 1661, after further experience as a soldier of fortune, he took up service in the Russian army under Tsar Aleksei I, and in 1665 was sent on a special mission to Britain. 

       On the breaking out of the revolution in Moscow in 1689, Gordon with the troops he commanded virtually decided events in favor of Tsar Peter I,     and against the tsarevna Sophia Alekseyevna. 

      He was therefore during the remainder of his life in high favor with the tsar, who confided to him the command of his capital during his absence from Russia, employed him in organizing his army according to the European system; and latterly raised him to the rank of general-in-chief. 

The tsar, who had visited him frequently during his illness, was with him when he died, and with his own hands closed his eyes.

      General Gordon left behind him a diary of his life, written in English. There he described the life and customs of the Moscow people of the end of the 17 century.

Giles Fletcher (1549 - 1611), the English writer and the diplomat. In 1588-89 Fletcher was a British ambassador in Russia. In his work "Of the Russia commonwealth" Fletcher described nature, climate and the political system of Russia, he paid great attention to the way of   life, customs and traditions of the Russian people. This work is one of the most detailed and complicated woks of the foreigners about Russia in 16 century. Some parts of his work, for example, the figures about the structure of the Russian budget are unique and important for understanding of some problems of the Russian history. 
There are a lot of places in Moscow which are connected with Great Britain and the names of famous British people.
Zaryadye (Зарядье) is a historical district in Moscow established in 12-13th centuries within Kitai-gorod, between Varvarka Street and Moskva River. The name means "the place behind the rows", i.e., behind the market rows adjacent to the Red Square.

     In 16 century  the building of the English court yard has been constructed here.
On October 17-20th, 1994  the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland Elizabeths II visited Russia. It was the first official visit of the reigning British monarch to our country in the  history of mutual relations.
This is the text of the letter Elizabeth II sent to the Russian government before her visiting to Russia:
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BUCKINGHAM    PALACE

The Ambassadors and merchant-venturers of Queen Elizabeth I first came to Russia four hundred years ago. Europe was emerging from the long winter of the Middle Ages into an age of discovery and innovation.  They came to explore new possibilities of trade co-operation and exchange in a world in which everything seemed possible.
Today as I look forward to making my first visit to Russia I should like to think that we stand on the threshold of another such age.  After years of division and confrontation, Europe is entering another time of opportunity, with peace and prosperity within our reach, provided only that we remember the lessons of the past and learn to live and work together.
The Duke of Edinburgh and I look forward to getting to know more about this great country that is Russia.  We shall be meeting not only its leaders, but some of the rising young generation of Russians on whom - with our own sons and daughters - the fulfilment of these hopes for the future will depend.  I believe that our two countries can and will have a —  future worthy of their past, and I trust that they will be able to build it together.
ELIZABETH R.
The page of history has been turned in the Russian-British attitudes. This visit has given an impulse to deep and expand the Russian-British relations.

During the conversations of the Russian management with Queen and Mr. D. Herdom, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the exchange of opinions on actual international problems took place. The affinity of basic approaches of our countries to such questions, as prospects of the Russian-British partnership, strengthening of the European safety, settlement of crises in the former Yugoslavia and a zone of Persian gulf has been confirmed.

The president of Russia Boris Eltsin had a substantial conversation with Elizabeth II, accompanied her at visiting the Bolshoy theatre, survey of Moscow, on actions in St.-Petersburg.

Elizabeth II has visited various historical and cultural places in Moscow and St.Petersburg, has opened a memorial stone on the construction site of a new building of the British embassy in Moscow. During her visit, Queen has paid significant attention to expansion of the British business activity in Russia. On a royal yacht "Britain" the seminar, concerning stimulation of investments into the Russian economy has been organized.

Elizabeth's II visit to Russia has put in pawn the strong base of the further expansion of bilateral contacts between our countries, deepening of interaction in various areas. 

During visit to Russia in 1994 the Queen of the Great Britain Elizabeth II visited Varvarka street - one of the oldest streets of Moscow - and took part in opening the museum, that devoted to history and development of Russian-English attitudes - the Old English court yard.

In the middle of XVI century the King of England Edward VI has ordered to the citizens to reconnoiter northern sea way to India. After long wanderings the ship "Edward Bonaventur", which was ordered by the skilled seaman and businessman Richard Chensler, has thrown an anchor in a mouth of Northern Dvina, in the Russian city Archangelsk.

The enterprising British has managed from there to reach Moscow and to have an audience at Tsar Ivan IV who concerning unexpected visitors has shown himself completely not "terrible", but the benevolent and interested partner. It granted the right of free and duty-free trade in all Russian cities to English merchants, that has formed a basis for creation the one of the first English joint-stock companies - Moscow Company. In 1556 the Russian tsar " … on Moscow Englishmen a court yard favoured". The Old English court yard is the building about which there is a speech. The same year Russian embassy has gone to England led by Osip G. Nepey, and Russian merchants have received the same privileges from the Queen Maria, as "Moscow Company " in Russia.

In the reign of Ivan's IV and Elizabeths I "Moscow Company " had the greatest privileges and the greatest number of shareholders for all history. The reconstructed and expanded English court yard on Varvarka street was at those time not only headquarters of the company, but in fact the Embassy, the center of all extensive English trading station in Russia, a home for English merchants, diplomats, travelers and workers.

Here in State chamber - the main smart hall - trading documents were consisted, receptions were passed, the treasury was stored. Business of the company prospered. It contained the court yard and warehouses in different Russian cities.

Metals, cloth, fault and other goods imported from England, - "everything, than on whim plentiful trades London scrupulous " as Pushkin would tell later, - were in demand in Russia, and Russian goods - furs, salt, honey, mica, caviar, bacon, accordingly, in England. The English fleet was under construction using of Russian wood, and the Russian army was supplied with English military supplies. Masters and served people came there from England.

"Moscow Company" actively mastered the Russian North. The equipped expeditions across the Volga, to Central Asia, to the Near East were engaged in whaling and developing iron ores. In Jacob's I and Charles I Stuarts board more and more Englishmen went on service to far Russia. The English revolution, Cromwell's protectorate and followed events have put the end to this prosperity.

The trade between two countries was sharply reduced, "Moscow Company" has lost privileges and possession, and the Old English court yard was lost in 1649. The trade and the state attitudes have renewed only at the reign of Peter I the Great.

The enclave on Varvarka street has not returned to former owners. It belonged to a notable boyar I.A.Miloslavsky, the relative of the Tsar Alexey Mihailovich, to the Nizhniy Novgorod Metropolitan Philaret, in the beginning of XX century to the merchant A.A.Solodovnikov. The building was endlessly reconstructed and as a result has got shape of an ordinary apartment house. Since 1949 for 1966, there was a Library of the foreign literature in it.

The laborious and very complex reconstruction that has borrowed many years has begun with the end of the 1960s under the initiative of an outstanding architect of restorer P.D.Baranovsky. The external and internal building shape is restored with historical accuracy.

The State chamber is especially effective with the furniture executed on English samples of XVI century, with white-stone benches with trunks, and also a strange hybrid of two cultures - the classical English fireplace which has been built in the Russian furnace. The documents and photos placed at showcases are granted by the Moscow city history Museum, assembly of Salisbury marquis, the British library, R.G.Kotova's private assembly. 

It’s a unique monument of the civil architecture of 15-17 centuries. The brightest pages in history of chambers are connected with the origin of the Russian-English attitudes during an epoch of board of Tsar Ivan IV Terrible and Queens Elizabeth I.

Per 1556-1649 here were placed a residence of the London trading "Moscow Company" and simultaneously the  ambassadorial courtyard of England - the first official representation of the western power in the Russian capital. 
In 1649 after King Charles I execution in revolutionary London, Tsar Alexey Mihajlovich has expelled the British from Russia and has given the chambers to the father-in-law to boyar Miroslavsky. In 1956 a  known architect P.D.Baranovsky reopened the building. Revealing of a monument and its restoration have borrowed more than ten years; only from the end of 1980, when the chambers have been transferred to the city of Moscow history Museum. The restoration works have been reactivated and in 1995 are completed.

On October 18, 1994 the museum has opened for visitors and Queen Elizabeth II has visited the building during the visit to Moscow in October of this year. 

On 17 May 2000 it was an official visit of the Princess Anna, the daughter of Queen Elizabeth II. There was a solemn ceremony of opening of a new building of the British embassy. Two days staying of Its Highness in the Russian capital  passed in travels to the charitable organizations. 

But not only. The program was very sated - from visiting the Moscow hippodrome before acquaintance to the exhibition of the modern British art in the Central Artist House. The professional horsewoman and prize-winner of the international ride competitions Anna, who on 15th of August celebrated the 50 anniversary, first of all has gone on a hippodrome and also has visited a horse-ride club for disabled persons there.

And after that the meeting with Vladimir Putin, who during his April visit to London was accepted by queen Elizabeth, took place in the Kremlin.

Opening of the embassy on Smolensk quay - the basic purpose of visit of the princess – became a bright event with the participation of the foreign policy departments Heads of Russia and the Great Britain. Special for this event Mr. Robin Cook, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Great Britain, has arrived to Moscow.

The ceremony that was passed in a spacious and light lobby of a huge building on Smolensk quay, was opened by Sir Roderik Lajn, the Ambassador of the Great Britain in Moscow, then hymns of the Great Britain and Russia and brief public prayer with the participation of Sajmon Stevens, the priest of the Embassy, and the priest Illarion, a representative of the Moscow Patriarchy, have sounded.

Igor Ivanov has paid attention to affinity of new representation to a building of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in his speech after conversation with the princess. Making comments on this circumstance, the Head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation has expressed hope for creation and development of strategic partnership between Moscow and London. Princess Anna and Robin Cook have acted with small speeches in which they have expressed hope for closer cooperation with Russia too.

After the performance Its Royal Highness Princess Anna has opened a memorial board. It is symbolical as she has actually finished the project that her mother began in October, 1994. Then Elizabeth I during her visit to Moscow participated in laying a stone in the base of the future building on Smolensk quay. The participation of the Princess in the ceremony of the embassy opening alongside with the representative of the government - Minister for Foreign Affairs - has introduced the additional importance to this action for mutual relations of our countries. 

The British Embassy in Moscow represents the British Government in its relations with the Russian Government and promotes the range of British interests in Russia through broadly based cooperation which is of benefit to both countries.

The purpose of the new building is to provide the Embassy with modern and efficient office accommodation and facilities so that it can best carry out its diplomatic, commercial, cultural and visa-issuing activities on behalf of Britain, and to project to the Russian people an up-to-date image of Britain today. 

The Embassy site is at 10 Smolenskaya Embankment, and comprises 0.92 hectares (2 and a quarter acres). It was offered to the British Government in the middle 1960s. Her Majesty the Queen unveiled a commemorative plaque on the site in October 1994. This plaque is displayed at the entrance to the building.  The Embassy was officially opened by Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal on 17 May 2000.

The building comprises a total floor area of 21,200 m2 and seeks to display the best of British design, furniture and the visual arts.

The names of Moscow streets are closely connected with the Great Britain history. Rochdaleska street got its name  in 1932 in memory of the English workers – the weavers of Rochdale, who organized in 1844 the working consumers' cooperative society. The name to Gardnerovsky lane was given in XVIII century on a surname of the house owner - Francis Gardner. Gardner's factory, one of the first and the best in Russia private porcelain factories, has been based in 1766 by an English merchant Francis Gardner. Yekaterina II has ordered at this factory four services for receptions in the Winter palace in honour of gentlemen of four maximum awards of Russia.
My favourite museum in Moscow is the Darwin Museum. This museum was named after Charles Robert Darwin who was a famous English naturalist. In 2009 the world will celebrate the 200-year anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin (the 12th of February, 1809), the author of the first scientific theory of biological evolution, and 150-year anniversary of the issue of the main manuscript of his life «On the origin of species by means of natural selection, or the preservation of favoured races in the struggle for life» (the 24th of November, 1859). It is difficult to overestimate the importance of this scientist’s creative legacy.  

The museum was founded in 1907. Its founder and first director was A.F.Kots (1880-1964). Talented biologists, artists, sculptors, and private collectors contributed to the creation of this museum. Until 1994 the museum was situated in the building of the Lenin Moscow State Pedagogic University on Malaya Pirogovskaya Street. Since 1983 it has been closed to visitors. The museum’s growing collection and its increasing popularity with the public necessitated the construction of a special building for the exhibition. The construction began at the beginning of the 1970s. The new building took over 20 years to compete. In 1995 the “History of the Museum” exhibition opened, as well as an exhibition “From the Archives of the Museum” and others. In 1996 the new “Stages of Studying the Living Nature”, “Zoogeography” and “Birds of prey” exhibitions were opened. In 1997 the last big hall (“Interaction between Human and Nature”, “Moscow ‘s Nature: 850 Years Ago and Today” and others) is opened. The area of the entire museum is total 4,895 sq. m. The number of exhibits  exceeds 5,000.
The conception of evolution constitutes the theoretical basis for all scientific achievements of the modern biology. The anniversary program of the State Darwin Museum  includes a lot of exhibitions In 2007 the State Darwin Museum celebrated the 100 anniversary. There are  not so many biological museums of evolution in the world and in Russia the State Darwin Museum is unique.

A lot of the British companies work in our city nowadays.

BP is formerly known as British Petroleum (a British energy company). It is a multinational oil company with headquarters in London, England, the UK. The company is among the largest private sector energy corporations in the world, and one of the six "super majors“. BP is one of the greatest British companies and one of the world's largest oil and petrochemical groups. It is obliged by the birth to one person, William Knox D'Arcy who in the beginning of the last century has spent time, money and work in idea, that huge oil fields can be found out in Persia (nowadays known as Iran).

It was created in 1909 as the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, since 1954 as the British Petroleum Company. In 1998 British Petroleum has merged with American Oil Company (Amoco) and founded BP Amoco, after that the name “British Petroleum” stopped to be used.  
Royal Dutch Shell is a multinational oil company of the British and Dutch origin. It is one of the six "super majors" (oil exploration, natural gas, and petroleum product marketing companies). 

The Royal Dutch Shell Group  was created in February 1907 when the Royal Dutch Petroleum Company and the "Shell" Transport and Trading Company Ltd of the United Kingdom merged their operations.

Sakhalin-II is an oil and gas project led by Shell on Sakhalin Island in Russia that involves the piping of oil and gas to an oil terminal and the construction of Russia's first liquefied natural gas LNG plant.  

In late 2006, Shell and its partners in Sakhalin Energy reached an agreement with Gazprom to become the majority shareholder in the venture. The Russian President Vladimir Putin attended the signing ceremony in Moscow and indicated that environmental issues had been resolved.
We can see a lot of the BP and Shell petrol stations in Moscow. The car owners are satisfied with the quality of the petrol in the BP petrol stations.
Cadbury Schweppes plc is a confectionery and beverage company with its headquarters in Berkeley Square, London, England, UK. Cadbury Schweppes is currently the only major international confectionery manufacturer.

Johann Jacob Schweppe was a watchmaker and silversmith of German descent. He developed a method to charge water with carbon dioxide gas. Schweppe patented this method in 1783, some time after Joseph Priestley discovered a method to carbonate water. Carbonated water was originally produced for medical use. In 1790, Schweppe founded a factory to produce soda water on London's Drury Lane.

Independently, in 1824, John Cadbury began vending tea, coffee, and later chocolate at Bull Street in Birmingham in the UK and sometimes in India. The company was then known as Cadbury Brothers Limited.

The two companies merged to form Cadbury Schweppes in 1969. 
As for me I am fond of the Cadbury chocolate.
My virtual excursion around Moscow is over. I was glad to be your guide. I think you will be interested in the places in my native city which are connected with Great Britain, its people and history.
