A Good Way to Learn English

Learning the language is not just about doing exercises and communication (even though communication is the most important part in my opinion), it is about interests. 

Everyone is interested in something and that makes people want to learn the new things. I think it’s very important to read something every day if you really want to know the language in the end. Some articles and books are not available in the native language of the student. Imagine how it feels to read something before it comes out in your language!

Nowadays there’s Internet that makes everything easier. You can participate in forums concerning your favorite topics. Of course, most people who post there are not perfect in English cause forums are international, but you see how to write things anyway. 

For beginners I would recommend reading books in English comparing them with the translated ones. There are books that include both, first some lines in English and then some lines in Russian. It’s very easy to find any books in the Internet. 

Also from my experience I should say that the music is very important (of course only if you take the music as the part of your life, not just something to dispel the boredom). I listen to the serious music with difficult lyrics and it really helps learning the language.

Another good thing is poetry. I just adore all the old English words like “thee”(you) or “wilt”(will). In my opinion it sounds just unearthly beautiful and

poetic. Therefore I read poets like W. Shakespeare, W. Wordsworth, A.L. Tennyson, the ones of the romantic age. At first it’s very hard to read such poetry but it’s very important because it helps to understand the music of the language. You see what I mean; every language has its music and unique beauty. Once you understand it, once you learn the melody by heart you will hardly do any mistakes (even though there will always be some, at least your speaking won’t sound terribly broken). Here is the example, an extract from one of my favorite

poems, A.L. Tennyson’s «The Lady of Shalott»:

In the stormy east-wind straining,

The pale yellow woods were waning,

The broad stream in his banks complaining,

Heavily the low sky raining

Over towered Camelot;

Down she came and found a boat

Beneath a willow left afloat,

And round about the prow she wrote

The Lady of Shalott.

And down the river's dim expanse,

Like some bold seer in a trance

Seeing all his own mischance,

With a glassy countenance

Did she look to Camelot.

And at the closing of the day

She loosed the chain, and down she lay;

The broad stream bore her far away,

The Lady of Shalott.

This poem is obviously beautiful but quiet hard for the beginners. But it’s not a problem cause there are also many modern expositions of this story. For example, the one by Emilie Autumn(the part of the story is the same):

But there's willow trees 

And little breezes, waves, and walls, and flowers 

And there's moonlight every single night 

As I'm locked in these towers 

So I'll meet my death 

But with my last breath I'll sing to him I love 

And he'll see my face in another place,

And with that the glass above

Cracked into a million bits

And she cried out "So the story fits

But then I could have guessed it all along

'Cause now some drama queen is gonna write a song for me"

She went down to her little boat

And she broke the chains and began to float away

And as the blood froze in her veins she said

"Well then that explains a thing or two

'Cause I know I'm the cursed one

I know I'm meant to die

Everyone else can watch as their dreams untie

So why can't I

One of the good things about English is that everyone can find the way of writing that would fit their needs and level of speaking.

Many people think that the important but also difficult part about learning the language is pronunciation. Partly I agree: important, but not that hard… That’s because English is spoken all over the world and even the native speakers’ pronunciation differs. Go to London and then to Australia or anywhere, you’ll notice the difference immediately. Accents differ even within Great Britain. Of course, it’s not Norwegian where different dialects exist even within one city or Chinese where people from one part of the country are not able to understand people from the other. So the beginners shouldn’t be afraid of speaking the wrong way. The only advice I’d give them concerning this is to pronounce the words more softly.  And also you may try tongue-twisters, like these:

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck would chuck wood?

She sells seashells by the seashore. The shells she sells are seashells I’m sure.
Also the ways you use to learn the language should be diverse, otherwise you get bored. 

My final advice would be not to be afraid and not to listen to the losers who say that you will never know the foreign language as good as your own one. Everything is possible, and English is not some fantastic thing… so just study!
