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Introductory

    There are a lot of kinds of art in the world. The examples of classical art are the masterpieces of painting and sculpture which are admired by people in  picture galleries and museums. Graffiti is now so popular that can be seen in many museums and art galleries. Some people think that graffiti is another form of expressing art; others think that graffiti is vandalism. It is still illegal in many places and you could be fined. Until relatively recently, graffiti was considered to be an example of anti-social behavior, the work of vandals. Nowadays, many of those “vandals” are treated as respected artists, and some of them have made it in the world of business. What is special about it? The fact is that 

· you can see it everywhere

· you may like it or not

-    you have nothing to do with it.

So, the subject of our research work is graffiti.

The attitude towards graffiti is various. On the one hand it makes our streets brighter but on the other hand it can destroy the harmony of them.  The objectives of this research work are to study the history and the development of graffiti, to figure out why people write and paint on walls and what we should do with it, to develop critical and creative thinking by interpreting a drawing, to learn to understand art as a means of communication.
    The hypothesis of our research is to find out if graffiti is a crime or an art form. 

    The research work is based on synthesis and analysis of the information which is found in the Internet, in articles and books about graffiti. It is the result of the survey of young people in our school. It is also a result of the comparison of information.

   Our work has 4 units.      

Unit 1 is focused on the history and the development of graffiti

Unit 2 proves that graffiti is an art form

Unit 3 explains why graffiti can be called a crime

Unit 4 deals with different feelings about graffiti

In conclusion we persuade that graffiti can be either an art or a crime. It depends on people doing it.  

Unit 1                                       History
    The term graffiti comes from the Greek word “graphein” which means “to write”. So graffiti simply means words or drawings scratched or scribbled on a wall. Graffiti was first found on ancient Roman architecture. Graffiti in term of public and unsolicited markings has been around forever. It represents man’s desire and need for communication, and the history of this type of communication dates back to one of the first communicative acts – drawing.                                        It was in America in the late 1960s when ‘Julio 204’ began writing his ‘tag’ all around the city of New York. Soon following Julio, a Greek young man came from Manhattan who tagged his own ‘Taki 183’ all over the city. Up to the 1970s, most New Yorkers hated graffiti, considering it as an eyesore that was illegal and punishable by fines. In 1971 “the New York Times” found and interviewed Taki 183 to try and explain this new phenomenon. In a year hundreds of new writers took New York City by storm. It is hardly to say exactly who was the first and who was the best because the past of graffiti is uncertain. It is said that Supercool 223 was the first writer to do a piece of short masterpiece in 1972.

    An artist called Haze explains, ‘There is no one history of graffiti. It depends on what town you lived in, where you born in and what lines you rode… The best you will ever get is a personal history of graffiti. ’

    In the early 1980s, there was a real craze for graffiti art and the sophisticated Manhattan art world had displays of street art in its galleries. The trend was short lived-until the arrival of hip-hop music in the late 80s. In her book, Subway Art, Martha Cooper says: “Graffiti came back with hip-hop music and people are now appreciating it for its style, which they couldn’t back then, because they couldn’t get beyond the vandalism thing”

   Hip-hop was originally black ghetto music, sung by young African Americans from the poor, run-down districts of American cities. When it suddenly got to the top of the American music charts, hip-hop culture was spread, bringing graffiti with it.

    Now graffiti has attracted people, male and female, of all races, religious and nationalities from the broadest types of backgrounds from all social and economic classes, and you can regularly find writers ranging in age from 8 to their 30s.

   So graffiti, like anything and everything changes with the emergence of every new writer. Some older artists are a little uneasy about that evolution. Reas commented, “Graffiti when I was doing it wasn’t in magazines. It wasn’t on the Internet. It was on a train… it was free. Now everything costs money. Graf is marketed. I don’t know if it’s right or wrong. I just know it’s different”  

 Unit 2                            Graffiti is art
    As with anything, graffiti has developed over the years in style, skill and creativity and is constantly changing. A writer, ‘Noise’ said this about the current and future states of tags, “It’s all about being creative… You need to elevate and push it to the next level.” Graffiti artists always have looked for new and more interesting ways ‘to get up’.

    When graffiti was first becoming popular, the tools of the trade were mostly wide tipped markers and spray paint and they were used not necessarily for art or even an attempt at art but purely for getting tags up. As a competition among artists began, there became a need to make your name bigger and bolder.

     There are many different styles and ways of saying what a certain type of graffiti is, many people create names for their own styles and some are involved in things that are completely original and can’t be defined. However, there are three main distinct levels and types of graffiti that are produced by graffitists. First, there is a tag – a stylized writing of a name. Following the tag is the ‘throw up’ which is a quickly done type of graffiti that is more consuming and much bigger than most tags. Throw ups usually are made of bubble letters and are more than two colors. And after the throw up, there is the more complex and more skillful piece or ‘burner’. Pieces of work and burners allow a graffitist to show everyone his or her talent. 

      No matter where or what you paint, there are few rules that should be followed. As a part of ‘unwritten graffiti constitution’ there are some things that are to go without saying. No one writes over another name, no one writes obscene pieces. To steal one’s strategy or paint over advertisements is the greatest of insults.

    And one more thing. No self-respecting artist uses the disgusting ‘Black Death’ nozzle to allow him to cover larger areas of wall or train with a broader dispersion of paint.

    Obscenity was and is present in graffiti, but most people writing obscene things are not people who claim to be artists. “Sitting-on-the-toilet-writers” are not able to see the difference between men’s room graffiti and ‘subway graffiti’ or graffiti written by people with a point and who have skills. People have to take the time to see that some graffiti is a skillfully written name or even a work of art, and not a piece of junk or “chicken scratch”.  

      Nowadays graffiti has the status of ‘street art’ and you can get graffiti in places where you wouldn’t expect to – in advertisements, on clothes, on toys, and even on the Wall Street Journal’s website.

    A lot of artists give lectures on developments in their art. Lee Quinones is having a great success in Europe and feels that European galleries and museums are more open to his art form. “They want to support an artist as he develops,” comments Quinones, who can get up to $ 10,000 for his paintings. With the help of his crew he painted the fabulous five’s ‘merry Christmas Whole Train’! A whole train (10 cars) was a rare thing to see . Lee was definitely an artist and should always be considered so.

   Indeed, the Groninger Museum in Holland is one of the few museums in the world that displays and recognizes graffiti as an art form.

  Another artist, Blade, has his own website devoted only to the world of graffiti. This website has a ‘merchandise page’ where Blade sells things with his own original designs all over the world – everything from baseball caps to yo-yos.

   Leonard McCurr, a street artist for 25 years, went from painting subway trains to designing and marketing graffiti-inspired clothes for young people.

   ‘Graffiti has been a story of survival,’ he says. ‘There’s a way to benefit from your work without spoiling public property.’

    Today companies are starting to realize the appeal of graffiti in advertising. Kel Rodriguez, who used to spray New York subway trains, was the artist chosen to design the Wall Street Journal’s website and it is obviously done in graffiti style. ‘Some of that graffiti feeling, that energy, sort of got in there,’ he explained. 

    Even though graffiti has grown in style and artistic quality, even though graffiti crews now can be found everywhere, most people would say that New York City conceived graffiti and it will  always be the capital and the cultural center of graffiti.

    Some artists choose to do only legal murals, even some aren’t consider graffiti to be art.     

    Taking everything into account, we think that graffiti can’t be disqualified as art; it’s simply unconventional and unsolicited art. Some people can’t afford themselves going to museums and galleries. And graffiti reaches out to people. If a building has no architectural beauty and is a perfect place to display a mural, why not put one up.

Unit 3                                 Graffiti is a crime
                                                           If art like this is a crime

                                                           Let god forgive me.

                                                                       Lee

    Although lots of writers would not like to be compared with gangsters, the two groups have several things in common. Both take part in illegal activities, see themselves as noble outlaws, they are young and very often poor. Moreover a spray can be equated to a gun.

    As tagging and graffiti started blowing up in the early 70s, people were caught by guard. One day there were the ‘natural colors’ of the city and then all the names came out off nowhere.  
   “You have no idea what a blow graffiti was to us,” Said Mayor Lindsay of New York City. “You see we had gone to such work, to get some new subway cars in. It meant so much to people here in the city to get a ride, for instance, in one of the new air conditioned cars. On a hot summer day their mood would pick up when they had the luck to catch one. And you know that was work. It’s hard to get anything here. You stretch budgets and try to reason people into activities  they don’t necessarily want to take up on their own. You have to face every variety of criticism, and it all requires so much time. We were proud of those subway cars. It took a lot of talking to a lot of committees to get that accomplished… and then, the kids started to deface them!”

    Since it can be hard to find a wall that is safe and secure enough for the hours it takes to do pieces, some artists try to fide legal wall space to display one’s talent. But one of the skills of the trade is to be able to find a spot and do what you want and not run off to a legal wall every time you want to do more than10 minutes worth of painting. 

   The sad thing is that because of the aspect of vandalism usually associated with graffiti, the art is often quite temporary and can be done within minutes. A piece that may be 50 feet long and 10 feet high and has taken at least 8 hours and up 30 cans of paint can be painted over in just several minutes. George Stowers comments, “Spraycan art is an art form that is completely open to the public because it is not hemmed in by laws of the gallery or museum system. Perhaps, that is its only crime”.

    Now there are some interesting points to be made about ways writers deface things.

   One type is the individual marks, slogans, slurs or political statements usually found on bathroom walls and stalls or on the exterior surfaces. Some just call it junk; this is a stuff that gives writers a bad name. There is also the individual ‘tag’ which is a fancy way of writing ones name or nickname (nicknames often include the street number that a writer lived at, such as Taki 183, on 183rd Street in Washington Heights). A tag is usually decorated with a variety of stylish marks. Although they may have style, they still lack an aspect of quality art work – anyone can come up with and practice and put up a tag. But it is not meant for artistic purpose – it basically indicates a writer’s presence. The tag is one way that graffiti artists are similar to gang members, although gang graffiti doesn’t usually evolve into anything very skillful; its purpose is to indicate a presence (a gang presence).

    New Yorkers used to see the graffiti on the wall of poor neighbourhoods and subway trains as something menacing and an example of urban decay. The scrawled names and slogans were seen as ugly and aggressive, the work of vandals seeking to express their identities or even makes a political point.

    Although graffiti can still be found on subways, the car is usually taken off the line before anyone can see it and buffed clean. New York and other cities began to built secure, fenced wire topped train yards and they developed stricter laws and more severe penalties relating to graffiti.

    Unfortunately many schools have to cut art programs in tight financial circumstances. Kids need legitimate outlets to express themselves through art and music. There is still outlaw graffiti can be found on abandoned buildings and in places where it can be annoying. We guess graffiti will always be there as it has been for centuries.                                           

Unit 4                         
 Graffiti and the community.

                                                                      The best way to repay the culture is to contribute something individual 
and unique back to it.

                                                                                     Sonic

    “Basically, when I look around, I see us living in a modern Babylon, full of temptation, sin, distraction, corruption, injustice… It seems to me the only way to wake people up from this kind is to destroy what that know: their business, their places of commerce and their biggest place of gathering, the cities! Put it on their trains, on the lines they take to work, on their high ways, on anything just to make some people realize that culture isn’t lost and that … a small group of kids fighting to keep it alive.” That is the way how Coda, a 21year old writer, describes his reasons for writing graffiti.

    We find out that there are some reasons why people write graffiti. Some of them do it to get back to a world that has oppressed them. They rebel against the society they consider to be unjust and corrupt. Another group of people do it for pleasure of creation. Coda comments, “To pour your sole onto a wall and be able to step back and see your fears, your hopes, your dreams, your weakness, really give you a deeper understanding of yourself and your own mental state”.                             And as for one more group of artists, it is simply a game. ‘Getting up is the name of the game and the object is to see how much you can paint and what you can get away with.’ Phase 2 in his book “Guide to Reality” says, “For me this was a sport that belonged to me and rules and regulations were all regulated by those who had a knack to create.” 

    Graffiti is a sort of public service. The writers make places more attractive. Looking at some parts of our country’s urban areas one can see lots of unattractive blank walls or walls covered with very ugly and offensive gang graffiti. If something is not an example of art (statues, murals, beautiful buildings) or of some historic and substantial value (museums, galleries, churches, etc.) then why not put art on it, why not make it beautiful? It doesn’t even have to be ‘graffiti art’ but something that can beautify the community, something that brings pleasure to a person who looks at pictures on the walls. Artists do it so as to keep public happy. 

    If the government has problems with graffiti popping up on ‘its’ wall, then why not put a permanent mural of some sort on it instead of paining over it. Why not look within the community and utilize the talents and allow the members of the community to beautify and contribute to their own community. 

    We think that instead of spending much money on cleaning up the walls it would make sense for the money to be channeled into opportunities for youth to be educated about artistic process and learn about the arts through legal wall projects, funded by the city. Also it would be better to educate the youth by giving them a creative outlet within their own community that would teach and help them to beautify the community.

    The opinions about graffiti can be divided into 2 groups. Some people think that graffiti is another form of art; others think that graffiti is vandalism. These are their thoughts about graffiti:

	                             For
	                    Against

	Graffiti is definitely an art! There is no other word. The only reason some people call it vandalism is because we paint on public things – but we have nowhere else to express our talent.
	I don’t like graffiti. If people want to draw, they should do it on paper. How would they like it if they’d spent hours repainting a wall and the next day some kids came and drew over it.

	I can honestly say that graffiti is just another form of art. When I pass any, I look to see if anything new.
	I hate everything about graffiti. I think it is vandalism. It makes our cities look really run-down and ugly.

	Graffiti is an interesting form of art – unless all you are doing is writing swear words and gang names everywhere. If you gave the artists somewhere to practice their art, then everyone would be happier. It works where I live.
	It’s annoying when you walk around a corner and see graffiti. Also you don’t know whether there is going to be a gang of teenagers there who are going to upset you in some way because that’s usually where they hang around. 

	Graffiti is just like any other art, it lets me paint my feelings.
	Graffiti is vandalism. People just do it for fun. It’s definitely not art, it’s just silly drawings.

	Art, it maybe controversial, but its still art. One of my favorite things to do is look at graffiti.
	I don’t see how graffiti can be art – all the graffiti you see on walls is a lot of swear words.

	Graffiti is great! It allows young people to express their feelings without getting into trouble.
	Graffiti is no way art. It just makes more work for the cleaners on the streets.

	We do it to make the public happy, because we make our towns brighter and cleaner. We raise the mood of people, we decorate the surroundings.
	They think that by doing this they decorate the town. To see a trunk painting over graffiti is just a PR stunt. They think they are artists and have some right to express their individualism. Graffiti might look good to them and their buddies, but the majority of people don’t want to look at that crap every day. 
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                                             Conclusion

    In conclusion, we’d like to say that people has been scribing or drawing since prehistoric times. Graffiti has spread all over the world. It is an art form which is popular among young people in the UK, the USA , as well as in Russia. 

   It is true that graffiti has been a problem since paints and spray appeared.  

   Some people consider that graffiti is an interesting art whereas others find it vandalism.                                                                                                                         We  believe that on the one hand  graffiti is definitely an art. Nowadays, it has the status of a ‘street art’ and you can get it everywhere – on walls of houses, on clothes, on toys, in advertisements. Graffiti can be seen in museums and art galleries. Many of new wave of artists give lectures on developments in their art, they have a lot of success in Europe. Most graffiti artists make people happy, our streets cleaner and brighter and more attractive. Spraycan art is opened to public , moreover it reaches out to the people who can’t afford themselves to visit museums and galleries. Graffiti is beautiful if it is painted by a talented artist.

    Other people, however, have a different point of view. Sadly that vandalism is associated with graffiti. Firstly, artists take part in illegal activities, they paint on public or private  things and deface them. Secondly, the scrawled names and slogans are really aggressive and ugly. In fact they make our cities look run-down. Besides it takes much time to clean silly drawings and it is very annoying when the next day the drawings are on the walls again.

    There are several reasons why people deface things or paint on walls. First graffiti artists seek to express their identities or even make a political point, second they have nowhere else to express their talent, third they have no other way to attract attention.

   We are quite sure that vandals should not only be caught  and punished by fires but the authority should give them a place somewhere to practice their art. If a building has no architectural beauty and is a perfect place to display a mural, why not put one up.

 The government should pay attention to education and bringing up young people and support their talents by organizing graffiti clubs.       

    To sum up, we’d like to stress that graffiti can be both vandalism and an art form. It depends on  the person who does it.           

                                         Glossary

Background

The colour or design painted behind the piece to make it stand out from the wall or train.

Bomb

Painting or marking with ink.

Bubble letters

A type of graffiti letters. It is often used for thrown up letters because of their rounded shape.

Burn

To beat a competition with your style. Also refers to a really good piece. 

Crew

An organized group of writers who also tag the crew initials along with their name. Crew names are usually three letters, many times ended with ‘K’, which stands for ‘kings’ or ‘kills’ in many cases. 

Getting up

Originally ‘getting up’ meant to successfully hit a train. Now it means to hit up anything, anywhere, with any form of graffiti, from a tag all way up to a wild style burner – although the term implies the process of tagging repeatedly to spread your name.

Hip hop

The culture in the late 70s and early 80s that spawned graffiti culture as we know it now, break dancing and hip hop music, which has turned into modern rap music.  

Hit

To tag up any surface with paint or ink.

Kill

To hit or bomb excessively. To get up in a major way.

King

The best. Some people refer to different writers as kings of different areas. King of throw ups, king of  style, king of a certain line.

Mural

A large-scale type of piercing, done top to bottom on a wall; usually a large production involving one or two pieces and usually some form of characters.

Outline

A sketch. Can also refer to the out line put on a wall and then filled, or the final outline done around the piece to finish it.

Piece

To paint graffiti, short for masterpiece. It’s agreed that painting must have at least three colours to be considered a piece.

Tag

The most basic form of graffiti, a writer’s signature with marker or spray paint. It’s the writer’s logo. His/her stylized personal signature. If a tag is long it is sometimes abbreviated to the first two letters or the first and last letter of the tag. It may be ended with the suffixes  -one, -ski, -rock,-em, -er.

Tagging up

The act of writing a signature with a marker or spray. 

Throw up

Bubbled letters of any sort, not necessarily filled or very simple pieces using two colours, or a name painted very quickly with one layer of spray paint.

Toy

An inexperienced writer.

Wild style

A complicated construction of interlocking letters. A hard style that consists of lots of arrows and connections. Wild style is considered to be one of the hardest styles to master and pieces  done in wild style are often completely undecipherable to non writers.

Writer

Practitioner of the art graffiti. Most graffiti artists prefer to be called ‘writers’.
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                                      Teacher’s review.

     I think that the topic of this research work is interesting and important because  the problem of graffiti is vital . Graffiti can be seen everywhere but the attitude towards it is equivocal.  

    The research work is written according to the rules of writing scientific works.

It has an introductory, and it is divided into several units. The units of the work are logically connected. At the end of the work there is a conclusion. Alexandra and Alexey came to the conclusion of their own . They show their attitude to the problem.

   The students can compare and classify different facts, single out the mist important information. Choosing and translating the material for the research work they found facts they liked to express their thoughts.

    The research work can be used by the students and the teachers of English at their lessons especially when they study the topic «Understanding art» to develop critical thinking, creative thinking by interpreting a drawing. It learns to understand art as a means of communication.

    The material about graffiti can serve as a rich source of material for discussion from the point of view of psychology and jurisprudence. 

                                                            Kostyleva N. P., a teacher of English

                                                            Gymnasium № 48

                                                            Talnakh

                                                            23.01.08
                                               Theses

    Nowadays graffiti is very popular and can be seen in many museums and art galleries. Some people think that graffiti is another form of expressing art, others think that it is vandalism. 

   What is special about it? The fact is that you can see it everywhere, you may like it or not, you have nothing to do with it. The subject of our research is graffiti.

    The objectives of our research work are to study the history and the development of graffiti, to figure out what graffiti is, why people write and paint on walls and what we should do with it. The hypothesis of our research is to find out if graffiti is a crime or an art form. The research work is based on synthesis and analysis of the information which we found in the Internet, in articles and books about graffiti. It is  the result of the survey of young people in our school. It is also the result of a comparison of the information.    

    Our work has 4 units. Unit 1 is focused on the history and the development of graffiti. Unit 2 proves that graffiti is an art form. Unit 3 explains why graffiti can be called a crime. Unit 4 deals with different attitude towards graffiti. In our conclusion we persuade that graffiti can be either an art or a crime. It depends on people doing it. Our research work has also a glossary of graffiti language.

   The term graffiti comes from a Greek word “graphein” which means “to write”. So graffiti means words or drawings scratched or scribbled on a wall. It represents man’s desire and need for communication. It was in America in the late 1960s when the first “tags’’ appeared. The scrawled names and slogans were seen as ugly and aggressive, the work of vandals. They used to be considered as an example of urban decay. Since those days, graffiti has changed a lot and it has the status of “ street art” and you can get graffiti in places where you wouldn’t expect to- in advertisements, on clothes, on toys, and even on the Wall Street Journal’s official website. An artist called Haze explains, “There is no one history of graffiti. It depends on what town you lived in, where you born in, what lines you rode… The best you will ever get is a personal history of graffiti”. Graffiti came with hip-hop music. Hip-hop was originally black ghetto music, sung by young African Americans from the poor, run-down districts of American cities. When it suddenly got to the top of the American music charts, hip-hop culture was spread, bringing graffiti with it.   

Now graffiti has attracted people, male and female, of all races and nationalities.                            Many people think that graffiti is art. There are 3 main distinct types of graffiti. First, it’s a tag – a stylized writing of a name. Following a tag is a ‘throw up’ which is a quickly done type of graffiti. It is much bigger than most tags. Throw ups are usually made of bubble letters and have more than 2 colours. And after a throw up there is more complex and more skillful piece or ‘burner’. Burners allow a writer to show everyone his or her talent. No matter where or what you paint there are few rules that should be followed. Nobody writes over another name, nobody writes obscene pieces. To steal one’s strategy or paint over advertisements is the greatest of insults. Many of new wave of artists give lectures on the development of their art, they have a lot of success in Europe. Lee Quinones gets $ 10.000 for his paintings, he painted the fabulous  ‘Merry Christmas Whole Train’. A whole train (10 cars) was a rare thing to see. The Groninger Museum in holland is one of the few museums in the world that displays graffiti as an art form. Another artist, Blade, has his own website devoted only to the world of graffiti. This website has a ‘merchandise page’ where Blade sells things with his own original designs all over the world – everything from baseball caps to toys.    

Most graffiti artists make people happy, our streets brighter and more attractive. A spraycan art is opened  to public and it reaches out  people who can’t afford themselves to visit museums or art galleries. If a building has no architectual beauty and is a perfect place to display a mural, why not put one up. Graffiti is beautiful if it is painted by a talented artist.

  But graffiti is associated with vandalism. Artists take part in illegal activities, they paint and write on public or private things and deface them. Some scrawled names and slogans are really aggressive and ugly. They make our cities look rundown. It takes much time to clean silly drawings and it is very annoying when the next day they are on the walls again.

    There are several reasons  why people deface things and paint walls. They want to express their identity or make a political point, they have nowhere else to express their talent, they have no other way to attract attention.

    Vandals should not only be caught and punished by fines but the authorities should give them a place to practice their art. The society should pay attention to education and bringing up the youth and support talented artists. Instead of spending much money on cleaning up the walls it would make sense for money to be channeled into opportunities for youth to be educated about artistic process and learn about the arts through legal wall projects funded by the city.

 So we come to the conclusion that graffiti can be both vandalism and art. It depends on the person who does it.

Survey

1. Do you know what graffiti is?

2. How often do you see graffiti in our town?

3. What is your attitude towards graffiti?

4. Do you consider graffiti to be an art form or a crime?

We asked these questions to the students of our school №48 and their parents (about 220 respondents).

According to our survey we came to the conclusion that

about 

75%  of the students think that graffiti is another form of expressing art  

25%  of the students think that graffiti is  crime

about 

85%  of grown- ups find graffiti to be vandalism and people who do it must be punished by fines.

15% of grown-ups agree that graffiti is not bad and have right to exist.

What graffiti is?
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Appendix 
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