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COMPUTER REVOLUTION
         The computer has been a life-transforming invention. British mathematician Charles Babbage designed a form of computer in the mid-1830s, but it was not until more than a century later that theory was put into practice.
         50 years ago people didn't even hear of computers, and today we cannot imagine our life without them.
         Now a whole generation has grown up with calculators, windows, icons, computer games and word processors, and the Internet and e-mail have transformed communication and information.

Computer technology is the fastest-growing industry in the world. The first computer was the size of a minibus and weighed a ton. Today its job can be done by a chip the size of a pin head. And the revolution is still going on.

      Are computers in today’s society advantage or disadvantage? Today computers are necessary, it is obvious. Without computers our modern world could not exist. Humans could not cope with the loads of work that would be excreted on them. People do not realize the amount of work computers do for us in everyday life. Let’s imagine checkouts in supermarkets do not use computers. Then you would be standing in the checkout for a long time as the cashier would have to write down all of your items and work out your total in their head. Computers are very useful for the presentation of schoolwork, it makes the creating of long pieces of writing quicker and easier, they are more presentable and readable. Pictures or animations can be added with only a few clicks of the mouse, instead of having to draw them out by hand.
INSIDE THE COMPUTER
    Let’s make a short journey inside the computer. Do you think it is not interesting? You are mistaken. It’s a great world which can be learned and learned.
A computer is a machine that manipulates data according to a list of instructions. The history of a modern computer begins with two separate technologies - that of automated calculation and that of programmability. In most cases computer instructions are simple:
· add one number to another;

· move some data from one location to another;

· send a message to some external device.

     These instructions are read from the computer's memory and are generally carried out in the order they were given. However, there are usually specialized instructions to tell the computer to jump ahead or backwards to some other place in the program and to carry on executing from there. In practical terms, a computer program might include anywhere from a dozen instructions to many millions of instructions for something like a word processor or a web browser. A typical modern computer can execute billions of instructions every second and nearly never make a mistake over years of operation. In most computers, individual instructions are stored as machine code with each instruction being given a unique number. A general purpose computer has four main sections: the arithmetic and logic unit (ALU), the control unit, the memory, and the input and output devices (collectively termed I/O). These parts are interconnected by busses, often made of groups of wires.
THE COMPUTER WORDS
   Language is like a river that never stops and acquires new and new words, expressions and meanings. Computer has become a part of our life nowadays; it’s a brilliant source of information. You can do a lot of things with the help of the computer. The history of the computer words is not so long but rather.     

    Some people are so excited about the Internet and they spend a lot of time in front of the computer. In a modern language such a person is called a mouse potato. No doubt, computers and, of course, the Internet help us, fascinate us and occasionally scare us. Computer and the English language are two things which are necessary for every person at present. If you want to master the computer, you should know English. If you want to master the English language, you should know a computer. You will need to be familiar with those new computer words that seem to be popping up everywhere.

     To my mind most computer words are not difficult to learn. For one thing, many of these words probably already have similar forms in your own language. For example, the German word for computer is Computer, in South American Spanish it is computador, and in Japanese we find konpyuta.

     Have you noticed that many of the computer words are funny and colourful? They often make us smile when we first hear them. Take, for example, snail mail (traditional post rather than Internet-based mail) or Wysiwyg (what-you-see-is-what-you-get).

     It’s a fact that a lot of young people use the computer industry and that means that their speech is different from traditional business people. It is a world that avoids heavy scientific-sounding language in favour of words that are simple, fresh, and playful.

     The computer language promotes friendship and friendly relations, this means using simple familiar words to describe technical concepts: a mouse( an X-Y position indicator.

     What’s more there are a lot of metaphors in computing, they make a comparison between two things: mouse compares a pointing device to a small animal because they have similar shapes.

     A computer menu offers you a list of things to choose from, just like menu in a restaurant. A computer virus spreads quickly and causes harm in the same way as viruses spread disease among people. The computer’s memory holds, information, just like people’s memories do.

      We live in the age of high technologies and some people suffer from technostress. . Because many people are afraid of using computers, metaphors play an important part in making users feel comfortable with technology For example, when we cut and paste computer data, we are reminded of working with pieces of paper. When we see words like desktop, file, folder, recycle bin – even wallpaper – we are reminded of our familiar offices.

        Computer words are easy to learn and remember because many of them use a few word forms that occur again and again:

-ware refers to products used for running a computer: software, hardware, shareware, freeware
cyber and e- mean “relating to the Internet”: cyberspace, cybercafe, e-mail, e-commerce, e-cash
techno means “relating to computers”: technobabble, technostress, technophobia.
Shortened forms
Most computer words are short and simple, so it is not surprising that longer words are often abbreviated. Many abbreviations are so commonly used that full forms are rarely found:

CD-ROM: compact disc read-only memory

IT: information technology

DVD: digital videodisc or digital versatile disc

HTML: Hyper Text Markup Language

WWW: World Wide Web.

     @

     I can’t help mentioning about the sign @ which is so famous and so close to all mouse potatoes. 

     В английском языке этот знак известен как the ‘at’ sign, а в электронной почте он произносится [et]. В русском языке его называют «собака», по-видимому, из-за длинного хвоста, напоминающего загнутый хвостик. В Швеции его называют snabel a (буквально: a с хоботом), а в Испании arroba.

     Этот символ появился в VI веке, когда латинские писцы писали ad (= at) в виде обведенной буквы a-@ . Этот символ можно было видеть в счетах купцов Флоренции в Средние века, и он широко употреблялся во всем мире в XIX веке: 5 apples @ 5 cents each (5 яблок по 5 центов каждое).

PC(personal computer;

E-mail(electronic mail;

E-books(electronic books;

E-media(electronic media;

EA(electronic art;

CD(compact disc;

CD-R(compact disc recordable;

DVD(digital videodisc or digital versatile disc;

ROM(ready only Memory;

RAM(random access memory;

CD-ROM(compact disc ready only memory;

The Net(the Internet;

The Web(the word wide web;

CAL(computer assisted learning;

PPAS(personal digital assistants;

BIOS(basic input/output system;

UPS(uninterruptible power supply;

DBMS(data base management system;

HDTV(high definition TV;

LCD(liquid crystal display;

TN(twisted nematic;

STN(super twisted nematic;

SSL(secure sockets layer;

PDA(personal digital assistant;
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SCSI(small computer system interface;

IT(information technology;

HTML(hyper text markup language;

LAN(local area network;

THE INTERNET
      Although the basic applications and guidelines that make the Internet possible had existed for almost a decade, the network did not gain a public face until the 1990s. On August 6, 1991, CERN, which straddles the border between France and Switzerland, publicized the new World Wide Web project. The Web was invented by English scientist Tim Berners-Lee in 1989.

An early popular web browser was ViolaWWW based upon HyperCard. It was eventually replaced in popularity by the Mosaic web browser. In 1993, the National Center for Supercomputing Applications at the University of Illinois released version 1.0 of Mosaic, and by late 1994 there was growing public interest in the previously academic/technical Internet. By 1996 usage of the word "Internet" had become commonplace, and consequently, so had its misuse as a reference to the World Wide Web.

Meanwhile, over the course of the decade, the Internet successfully accommodated the majority of previously existing public computer networks (although some networks, such as FidoNet, have remained separate). During the 1990s, it was estimated that the Internet grew by 100% per year, with a brief period of explosive growth in 1996 and 1997. This growth is often attributed to the lack of central administration, which allows organic growth of the network, as well as the non-proprietary open nature of the Internet protocols, which encourages vendor interoperability and prevents any one company from exerting too much control over the network.                                                    
   The latest addiction to trap thousands of people is the Internet, which has been blamed for broken relationships, job losses, financial ruin and even suicide Psychologists now recognize Internet Addiction Syndrome (IAS) as a new illness thr could cause serious problems and ruin many lives.

   IAS is similar to other problems like gambling, smoking and drinking: addicts ha : dreams about the Internet; they need to use it first thing in the morning; they lie to their parents and partners about how much time they spend online; they wish the; could cut down, but are unable to do so.

   Many users spend up to 40 hours a week on the Internet. Some of the addicts are teenagers who are already hooked on computer games and who find it very difficult resist the games on the Internet.

E-MAIL SHORTHAND
   More often people and especially young people use electronic mail in their life. But everyone is in a hurry nowadays that’s why very often we use e-mail shorthand. Nearly always acronyms are very interesting and always unusual. For example:
4ever
Forever
IDTS
I Don't Think So
AFAIK
As Far As I Know
IIRC
If I Remember Correctly
AISI
As I See It
ILY
I Love You
AKA
Also Known As
IMO
In My Opinion
AMBW
All My Best Wishes
ISS
I Said So
ASAP
As Soon As Possible
KIT
Keep In Touch
ATST
At The Same Time
L8R
Later
B4
Before
LMK
Let Me Know
B4N
Bye For Now
NM
Never Mind
BBN
Bye Bye Now
NP
No Problem
BS
Big Smile
PLS
Please
BTW
By The Way
RN
Right Now!
CIO
Check It Out
RU
Are You?
EOM
End Of Message
TIA
Thanks In Advance
FYI
For Your Information
TM
Trust Me
GL
Good Luck
TY
Thank You
GR8
Great
WB
Welcome Back
IAC
In Any Case
WRT
With Regard To
IDK
I Don't Know
YNK
You Never Know
E-MAIL ETIQUETTE
   Nowadays e-mails are the most common form of written communication. But it is a very special kind of communication it contains some very important in expressing what you want to say. The reason is it is much easier to offend or hurt someone in an e-mail. That’s why we should follow some general tips in writing e-mail:
1. Be very careful with jokes and irony. Humor rarely translates well from one culture to another. And if you are very angry, wait for some time before you write. Once you press ‘Send’ you can’t get your e-mail back.

2. Use short, simple sentences. Long sentences are often difficult to read and understand.

3. Mind spelling, para​graphs, and basic grammar.
4. Take a moment to review and edit what you have written. Would you be happy to
receive this email?
5. Try to keep the email brief. Few people enjoy reading on their computer screens.
6. Be positive! Use these words: activity, agreed, , good question, helpful, join us, mutual, productive, solve, team, together, useful, best regards, luck, luckily, invitation, best wishes, happy. 
7. Try to avoid: busy, crises, failure, forget it, hard, I can't, I won‘t, impossible, never, stupid, unavailable, waste.
ADVANTAGES OF THE COMPUTER
Saving space





   People work in offices use computers, which contain hundreds of documents. These documents would take up a lot of
space, if they were printed on paper.


An office at home





   Technology has allowed more and more people to work at home. Using a modem on a telephone line connected to their computer, people can linked to the company computer. People don’t have to go to the office every day. It means less pollution in the atmosphere caused by transport.

Computers for making films

   Today cartoons could be done without pencils and sheets of paper. These days cartoons are being made with a computer.

Computers for building up team spirit

   Now virtual reality computer game has appeared which can be played in a group of 4, 5 or 6 people at the same time. It’s a good chance to build up team spirit.
DISADVANTAGES OF THE COMPUTER

No to computer games

Person is isolated from other people. Children have few friends and are afraid of making conversation. They cannot concentrate for long periods of time except in front of the screen.
Hooked on the NET
Many teenagers are hooked on computer games and they find it very difficult to resist the games on the Internet.
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As we can see from this diagram, computers have more advantages than disadvantages. And it is not surprising because computers are becoming a part of our lives and we can’t imagine our everyday life without computer services. They are everywhere at the post office, at the bank, at the shop, at school.
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