Муниципальное образовательное учреждение

средняя школа № 176

Канавинского района г. Нижнего Новгорода
Научно-исследовательская работа

по английскому языку:

почему Шерлок Холмс так популярен в мире?

why is Sherlock Holmes so popular in the world?
Выполнила:

ученица 10 A класса

Булычёва Екатерина.

Руководитель:

учитель английского языка

Митина Э.Н.

г. Нижний Новгород

2008 год

Contents

I. Introduction …………………………………………………………. 3
II. The popularity of Sherlock Holmes in the world ….……………………………………………………………………... 4
1 Arthur Conan Doyle, the author of the books ........................................... 4
2 Two examples of Sherlock Holmes books ……………………………… 6
a. A Study in Scarlet…………………………………………….. 6
b. The Hound of the Baskervilles…………………………….….. 7
3 Sherlock Holmes, the most famous detective in the world …………..… 9
4 Vasiliy Livanov, the best actor of the Sherlock Holmes films ………... 15
5 The Sherlock Holmes Museum ………………………………………... 16
III. Conclusion ………………………………………………..…….…...… 20
Bibliography ................................................................................................... 21
Appendix – Multimedia Presentation …….…………………………..…………. 22
Introduction
Reading makes a full man.

Francis Bacon

Reading is to the mind what exercise to the body.

Richard Steele


People can’t live without books. Many outstanding people of the past underlined the importance of reading books. Among them is Francis Bacon, a great English philosopher, who wrote in one of his works that reading makes a full man. Richard Steel, an English essayist, playwright, and statesman, pointed out that reading is to the mind what exercise to the body.

As for me literature means a lot in my life. Actually reading for pleasure is one of my favourite occupations. Moreover I wouldn’t like to boast but I read much. I have always been fond of reading. I had learned to read long before I went to school. When I was a child, I used to read Russian folk tales, but now I prefer detective stories because such kind of reading is a good brain training. It is very interesting for me to get to the heart of deep mysteries together with devoted friends Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. I never get tired of reading and rereading Sherlock Holmes books by A.C. Doyle which are well-known not only to English readers but to the people all over the world too. They are the reasons why I have chosen this topic for my scientific work.

Why is Sherlock Holmes so popular in the world? Representing a lot of interesting information about the most famous detective writer A. C. Doyle, his books and the film versions, about Sherlock Holmes Museum, one of the most popular museums in the world, about the main actor of the films Vasily Livanov, I aim to answer the question how Sherlock Holmes has helped thousands of people – young and old – to enjoy reading and he hasn’t stopped yet!
Arthur Conan Doyle, the author of the books
[image: image1]Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1859, one of seven children. He was a clever boy, who loved reading. After school he studied medicine at Edinburgh University. One of the teachers there was a doctor called Joseph Bell. Bell could look at a person and tell you what his job was. He had a scientific way of studying people's faces, movements and clothes. When Conan Doyle was writing about his great detective, he remembered Joseph Bell. Like Sherlock Holmes, Bell was tall and thin.

After he finished his studies, Conan Doyle first worked as a ship's doctor. Then he went to work in the south-west of England, near Portsmouth. He lived there for eight years. For part of this time, his younger brother, Innes, lived with him. Some people say that Conan Doyle used Innes for Dr Watson in his stories. Conan Doyle did not have much medical work, so he spent a lot of his time writing. His first book about Sherlock Holmes was A Study in Scarlet, which he wrote in 1887. He sent it to two companies but they sent the book back. A third company accepted it but paid Conan Doyle only £251. The Sign of Four came out three years later. But Conan Doyle's real success with Sherlock Holmes began in 1891 when he started to write short stories for the Strand Magazine. Later, these stories came out as complete books: first, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) and then The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894).

Conan Doyle began to get tired of his detective and wanted to 'kill' him. In one story, Holmes had a fight with his greatest enemy, Professor Moriarty, and fell to his death in the Swiss mountains. Conan Doyle was unhappy that readers didn't show the same interest in his historical books like The White Company (1891) or his scientific adventure stories like The Lost World (1912). Everybody still preferred Holmes and Watson. Conan Doyle found that he had to bring Holmes back to life and write five more books about him. Each of these was an immediate success. In his later life, Conan Doyle became interested in send​ing and receiving messages to and from the world of the dead. He died in 1930, at the age of 71.

Conan Doyle was not the first person to write detective stories. He got the idea from one of his favourite writers, the American, Edgar Allan Poe. But Poe's French detective, Dupin, is almost unknown because Poe wrote only one short story about him, 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue'. Sherlock Holmes, on the other hand, is in over a hundred stories. Today, Holmes is still the world's most famous detective and one of the most famous people in English literature. The stories are on sale in many languages. There have been many plays, films, and television programmes about him. Everyone recognizes his long, unsmiling face, his special hat and special kind of pipe. 'He is all mind and no heart,' Conan Doyle once said. But for many readers Sherlock Holmes is like a real person. Since Conan Doyle died, people have written Sherlock Holmes's life story and made museums about him and his work. People from all over the world go to see his flat at 221B Baker Street, in central London.
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Sherlock Holmes books
A Study in Scarlet
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"A Study in Scarlet" is a detective mystery story written by Arthur Conan Doyle and published in 1887. It is significant as the first story to feature the character of Sherlock Holmes, who would later go on to become one of the most famous and iconic literary detective characters, with long-lasting interest and appeal.

Conan Doyle wrote the novel at the age of 27. A general practice doctor in Southsea, England, he had already published short stories in several magazines of the day, such as the periodical London Society. The story was originally titled A Tangled Skein, and was eventually published by Ward, Lock & Co. in Beeton's Christmas Annual 1887, after many rejections. The author received £25 in return for the full rights (although Conan Doyle had pressed for a royalty instead). The novel was produced in book form in July 1888, published by Ward, Lock & Co. This book was illustrated by Arthur Conan Doyle's father, Charles Doyle. A second edition appeared the following year and contained illustrations by George Hutchinson, and J. B. Lippincott Co. published the first American edition in 1890. Numerous further editions, translations and dramatizations have appeared since.

The story, and its main character, attracted little public interest when it first appeared. Only ten copies of Beeton's Christmas Annual 1887 are known to exist now and they have considerable value. Although Doyle wrote dozens of short stories featuring Holmes, A Study in Scarlet is one of only four full-length novels in the original canon.

The novel was followed by The Sign of Four, published in 1890.

The Hound of the Baskervilles
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Despite the success of the Sherlock Holmes adventures, Doyle was never comfortable with the popularity of his hero. While he wanted to devote his time to writing historical romances such as Micah Clarke (1889), The White Company (1891), and his play, The Story of Waterloo (1894), the public clamoured for more detective fiction. 1901 Doyle was persuaded to revive Holmes for a novel, The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902).

The story is inspired by regional mythology of the British Isles concerning hell-hounds.

Suffolk is rich in superstitions and ghosts, such as the jockey Fred Archer who may be seen thundering down the Newmarket racecourse. One strange legend is that of the “Green Children”, a boy and a girl with green skins who appeared at Woolpit, a place where, long ago, wolves were taken to be destroyed and buried. The children spoke no English, but once they had learned it said they had come from St Martin's Land, a place of perpetual twilight, that they had lost consciousness on hearing the bells of Bury St Edmunds, and had woken up in a Suffolk cornfield. The boy eventually died, but, according to the legend, the girl married a young man from King's Lynn in Norfolk. Another legend featuring the vicious dog known as “Black Shuck”, who haunts the coasts of Suffolk and Norfolk, is said to have been the inspiration for the Sherlock Holmes story The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Numerous houses and churchyards are said to be haunted; phantom coaches have been seen hurtling down lanes at breakneck speed, and church bells have been mysteriously rung. “Black Shuck”, the famous Hell Hound of Cromer, which according to tradition inspired The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, is said to have haunted the Norfolk and Suffolk coast for centuries.

Dartmoor wild upland area in the west of the county of Devon, southwestern England. Dartmoor's wild picturesqueness has made it a popular setting for English mystery fiction, notably Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's The Hound of the Baskervilles.
Holmes and Watson receive a visit from Dr. James Mortimer, who wishes to consult them before meeting Sir Henry Baskerville, the last of the Baskervilles, and heir to the Baskerville estate in Dartmoor. Dr. Mortimer tells them he is uneasy about letting him go to Baskerville Hall, owing to a supposed family curse. He narrates the legend of the Hound of the Baskervilles, a demonic dog that first killed Sir Hugo Baskerville several hundred years ago, and is believed to kill all Baskervilles in the region of Dartmoor. When Holmes dismisses it as a fairy tale, he narrates the events of the recent death of Sir Charles Baskerville, Henry's uncle. Although he was found dead in his garden without any trace of physical damage, his face was distorted as if he died in utter terror. Dr. Mortimer then reveals something that he had not mentioned at the official inquest. He alone had noticed footmarks at some distance from the body when it was found, the footmarks of a gigantic hound.

The Hound, as it is affectionately known, has a number of things going for it. Doyle had matured as a writer since the two earlier Holmes novels, but did not produce this story merely as a response to The Strand's financial offers. Having been conceived of as a Holmes tale for artistic reasons, one can see that the author's enthusiasm was back, and at a time when his abilities could fulfill the story's needs. More subplots, red herrings, and interesting characters drift through its pages than is usual for a Holmes mystery. Inspector Lestrade is a helpful ally. And, most importantly, it is Watson's story. Not only is he the narrator, as is usual, but it is his own activities that he is reporting. Holmes is not on hand for the middle section of the novel, and for those familiar with the Nigel Bruce portrayals, it is refreshing to see Dr Watson's intelligence, bravery, and initiative put on display. With no Holmes, he does a creditable job as his agent, as Holmes himself notes.
The Hound of the Baskervilles is considered to be one of Conan Doyle's best works as an author for its fantastic descriptive writing.
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Sherlock Holmes,

the most famous detective in the world
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Sherlock Holmes is a fictional detective of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, who made his first published appearance in 1887. He was devised by Scottish author and physician Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Holmes is famous for his prowess at using logic and astute observation to solve cases. He is perhaps the most famous fictional detective, and indeed one of the best known and universally recognisable literary characters.

Conan Doyle wrote four novels and fifty-six short-stories featuring his creation. Almost all were narrated by Holmes' friend and biographer, Dr. John H. Watson, with the exception of two narrated by Holmes himself and two more written in the third person. The stories first appeared in magazine serialisation, notably in The Strand, over a period of forty years. This was a common form of publication at the time: Charles Dickens' works were issued in a similar fashion. The stories cover a period from around 1878 up to 1903, with a final case in 1914. They are read as much for their characterisation and the stylised late-Victorian world in which they take place as for the mysteries themselves.

More actors have portrayed Sherlock Holmes than any other character, and by 1964, according to a report in The Times, the worldwide sales of the stories were running second only to the Bible.

Sherlock Holmes described himself as a "consulting detective," an expert brought into cases too difficult for other (typically official) investigators; we are told that he can often solve a problem without leaving his home. Naturally, this aspect is minimized in the stories, which tend to focus on the more interesting cases that require actual legwork. He specializes in solving unusual cases using his extraordinary powers of observation and logical reasoning, and frequently demonstrates these abilities to new clients by making on-the-spot deductions about their personalities and recent activities. This simple marketing strategy rarely fails to impress and build confidence in his services.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle credited the conception of Holmes to his teacher at the medical school of Edinburgh University, the gifted surgeon and forensic detective, Joseph Bell (forensic science being a relatively new field at the time). However, some years later Bell wrote to Conan Doyle, "You are yourself Sherlock Holmes and well you know it". Holmes was named after Oliver Wendell Holmes, whom Conan Doyle admired, and an English cricketer named Sherlock — however, some early notes give his name as Sherrinford Holmes and Shelling Ford. However, the source of the name "Sherlock" may have been a family connection. The mother of Doyle's aunt was named Jane Sherlock.
Appearance and physical profile
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Holmes is generally depicted in various media as wearing a deerstalker hat and cloak, smoking a pipe and clutching a magnifying glass. Indeed, this image is arguably one of the most instantly recognisable and famous aspects of the character, and the deerstalker remains an instantly recognisable symbol for a detective character. However, this was not the invention of Conan Doyle (who only ever referred to Holmes wearing a 'travelling cap' in the original stories, and then only when his investigations took him into the countryside), but of the artist of the stories, Sidney Paget.
Holmes is described as a tall, lean gentleman with sharp, piercing eyes and an aquiline nose. Evidence in The Adventure of the Abbey Grange and The Adventure of the Three Students suggests that Holmes is exactly 6' in height. His hair is dark, possibly a brown tone and he is almost always clean-shaven.

Despite his lean build, he is quite physically capable. He is a skillful boxer and fencer, and usually gets the better of his opponents in the (relatively) rare times in the stories that he has to engage in physical combat. He states in The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet that he is "exceptionally strong in the fingers," which he demonstrates with his ability to unbend a metal poker in The Adventure of the Speckled Band. In The Adventure of the Empty House, Holmes mentions that he has "some knowledge" of "baritsu", "the Japanese system of wrestling", by which means he escaped his arch-enemy, Professor Moriarty.
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Holmes has shown himself a master of disguise:

· A seaman (The Sign of Four)

· A groom and a clergyman (A Scandal in Bohemia)

· An opium addict (The Man with the Twisted Lip)

· A common loafer (The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet)

· An old Italian priest (The Adventure of the Final Problem)

· A bookseller (The Adventure of the Empty House)

· A plumber (The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton)

· A dying man (The Adventure of the Dying Detective)

Although Holmes looks upon himself as a disembodied brain, there are times when he can become very emotional in a righteous cause, as when he disapproves of the banker Holder as to how the man treated his son, in The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet.

Holmes could be looked upon then as the forerunner of modern forensic sciences:

· The use of footprints, shoe prints, horseshoe prints, carriage wheel tracks, and bicycle tracks to identify actions at a crime scene (A Study in Scarlet, The Adventure of Silver Blaze, The Adventure of the Priory School)

· The use of tobacco ashes and cigarette butts to identify criminals (The Adventure of the Resident Patient, The Hound of the Baskervilles)

· The use of typewritten letters to expose a fraud (A Case of Identity)

· The deduction of murder from two pieces of human remains (The Adventure of the Cardboard Box)

· The observation of gunpowder residue on victim (The Adventure of the Reigate Squire)

· The observation of use of bullets from murder weapon from two crime scenes (The Adventure of the Empty House)

· The use of a fingerprint to free an innocent man (The Adventure of the Norwood Builder) (an especially subtle case, as Holmes recognises the fingerprint as a forgery).
Sherlock Holmes’s Quotations

· "My name is Sherlock Holmes. It is my business to know what other people don't know."

· "The air of London is sweeter for my presence." (The Final Problem)

· "My brain has always governed my heart." (The Sign of Four)

· "Love is an emotional thing, and whatever is emotional is opposed to that true cold reason which I place above all things. I should never marry myself, lest I bias my judgment." (The Sign of Four)

· "A man always finds it hard to realize that he may have finally lost a woman's love, however badly he may have treated her." (The Musgrave Ritual)
· "When a woman thinks that her house is on fire, her instinct is at once to rush to the thing which she values most. . . A married woman grabs at her baby - an unmarried one reaches for her jewel box." (A Scandal in Bohemia)

· "There is nothing more deceptive than an obvious fact."

· "You can never foretell what any one man will do, but you can say with precision what an average number will be up to. Individuals vary, but percentages remain constant."

· "Education never ends, Watson. It is a series of lessons, with the greatest for the last."

[image: image26.png]



Statues of Sherlock Holmes
[image: image27.png]


After more than 100 years a statue commemorating the world famous detective Sherlock Holmes has at last been erected outside Baker Street underground station in central London.

Standing over 9' high, the statue of Baker Street's most famous resident bears some resemblance to the real Sherlock Holmes, and many Holmes enthusiasts are delighted.
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The landmark statue is destined to become a major tourist attraction in its own right and will compliment the Sherlock Holmes Museum's services to London's overseas tourists - many of whom come to London especially to see the lodging rooms of Sherlock Holmes at 221b Baker Street.

The Museum's own living 'Sherlock Holmes' will still greet visitors to Baker Street as they emerge from Baker Street Underground Station and visitors will therefore still be able to receive Sherlock Holmes's famous business card which the Museum has been distributing to tourists for the last decade.

The statue is expected to draw many new overseas tourists to London, as over 95% of visitors to London are familiar with the exploits of the great detective and many make their way to Baker Street to see his lodgings. Sherlock Holmes has for over a century been widely regarded as a British Institution and an important part of England's literary heritage.
There is a statue of Sherlock Holmes outside the English Church in Meiringen in Switzerland, as well. It was created by British sculptor John Doubleday and unveiled in 1988. The church house is a reconstruction of Holmes's famous study at 221b Baker Street, London.
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On the viewing platform beside the Reichenbach Falls the tourist-loving Swiss have erected a cut-out figure of Sherlock Holmes in his traditional outdoor garb. The face is cut out so the visitor may stand behind and be photographed. At this fearful place Sherlock Holmes vanquished Professor Moriarty in 1891.
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It’s me in Sherlock Holmes traditional outdoor garb 
in Switzerland.
Vasiliy Livanov,
the best actor of the Sherlock Holmes films
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Vasily Livanov was invited to London by Elisabeth II last summer and awarded the Order of the British Empire for his part of Sherlock Holmes in the Russian TV series.
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The Order
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of the British Empire
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The Sherlock holmes Museum

Let us step back in time and enjoy a virtual tour of the Sherlock Holmes Museum and explore the world of Sherlock Holmes!
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According to the stories written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson lived in a Victorian lodging house at 221b Baker Street between 1881-1904. The house was built in 1815 and is listed by the Government to protect its architectural and cultural heritage. It is open as a museum dedicated to the life and times of Sherlock Holmes, and the interior has been faithfully maintained for posterity exactly as described in the published stories.
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The famous study overlooking Baker Street that has been portrayed in so many films over the years is located on the 1st floor above a flight of 17 steps. Visitors can sit in Mr Holmes’s armchair by the fireside to pose for photos, and enter his bedroom adjoining the study; but please bring your own pipe to smoke! His possessions are in their usual places: his deerstalker, magnifying glass, calabash pipe, violin, chemistry equipment, notebook, Persian slipper and disguises.
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Sherlock Holmes was by all accounts born on 6th January 1854, and for more than a century his name has been known in every country of the world; and not only his name, but his appearance too. The hawk-like features and piercing eyes; the dressing-gown and pipe; the deerstalker cap and magnifying glass - these details are so familiar that if he were to appear amongst us today we should know him at once.

According to the published stories which first appeared in the Strand Magazine in 1891 and which have since been translated into every language, he practised as a consulting detective between 1881-1904, while living at 221b Baker Street with his friend and colleague Doctor John H. Watson. He therefore lived and worked in that nostalgic gas-lit London of the late 19th century.
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Doctor Watson’s bedroom on the 2nd floor overlooks a small yard at the rear of the house, while Mrs Hudson’s room is at the front. Mrs Hudson was the landlady of the lodging house who prepared meals and undertook household duties for her two famous tenants.


These rooms contain personal belongings and private papers of the great detective and a variety of exhibits from his published cases. The diary of Doctor Watson contains hand-written notes and extracts from the famous adventure of The Hound of the Baskervilles.
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Dr Watson considered Holmes to be “the worst tenant in London”, who “keeps his cigars in the coal-scuttle, his tobacco in the toe-end of a Persian slipper, and his letters transfixed by a jack-knife to the centre of the wooden mantelpiece”. Strange visitors, chemical experiments and late-night violin playing also tried the patience of their landlady Mrs Hudson.


He was however the great detective's loyal companion and Holmes was aware of his value - he said to him on one occasion: “it may be that you are not yourself luminous, but you are a conductor of light”.
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Sherlock Holmes was “the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that the world has seen”, but he was not without feelings, because he appreciated the opera and classical music. He was however reserved towards women, because he felt their influence a distraction to his work, so he would not allow himself (as Watson did) to become swayed by their romantic allure. Nevertheless, Holmes took an interest in a Miss Irene Adler, whom he always referred to as “the woman” because she outwitted him in the case of A Scandal in Bohemia.
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The third floor exhibit rooms contain a new and stunning arrangement of wax models of scenes from the stories. Sherlock Holmes and Professor Moriarty are actually standing in the same room! The lumber room in the attic, where the lodgers used to store their trunks and luggage, can still be seen today. A unique collection of gifts and antiques is available from the Museum’s interesting and rather quaint souvenir shop on the ground floor of the house, where electric lighting has recently been introduced for the benefit of our visitors. Mrs Hudson is always in attendance to assist visitors with their enquiries!
[image: image42.bmp]
Visitors often ask whether Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson really lived in the house, but unfortunately no official records of the lodgers who lived here in Victorian times exist. Local authority records do state that the house was registered as a lodging house between 1860-1934, and that the maids who worked in it were related to a Mr Holmes. A Doctor Watson also lived next door in the 1890's, as an ‘artificial teeth manufacturer’. The published stories however contain all the relevant facts about the house and the lives of Mr Holmes and Doctor Watson which visitors can explore for themselves by visiting the Museum.
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What are the attributes which combine to make a person a world-famous legend? His achievements must surely be unforgettable and remarkable. He must be a brilliant and credible character whom people can believe in. He must be ageless in so far as dates of birth and death become irrelevant. He must enjoy everlasting fame.
Unforgettable.

Brilliant.

Ageless.

Immortal.


Can all these qualities be attributed to Sherlock Holmes?
Undoubtedly!
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conclusion


Sherlock Holmes is still an enigmatic figure, as wrapped in mystery as the crimes he tried to solve, and as in most legends, it is often difficult to separate fact from fiction.


He has inspired the creation of thousands of essays, poems, books, plays, films, and has been portrayed by more actors than any other person.

He is frequently quoted in magazines and newspapers, on TV and radio, and even on the internet! Everybody looks forward to meeting him when he visits London. Sherlock Holmes Museum helps us learn more about the world of Sherlock Holmes.









The best way of appreciating the real character of Sherlock Holmes is to read his published adventures and form one's own opinion. We can then accompany Holmes and Watson in their hansom cab, rattling over the cobbled streets of Victorian London, while they peer through the fog in search of adventure, justice, and criminals

 HYPERLINK "javascript:openWin('../library/criminals/criminals.html',500,200);" .

A ring comes at the bell; a step is heard upon the stair. The drooping eyelids lift, and the nostrils quiver with the thrill of the chase:
"Come, Watson come, the game is afoot!"
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THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

& LONG BLACK FIGURE WAS MOVING DOWN THE CORRIDOR...
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SPRANE OUT OF THE FOE, AN ENORMOUS
BLACK HOUND, BUT NOT SUCH A HOUND AS
ANY MAN HAD EVER SEEN. FIRE BURNT FROM
ITS OPEN MOUTH, ITS EYES BURNED ...

« A LOUD SCREAM FULL OF HORROR AND FEAR BROKE THE SILENCE OF THE
MOOR...
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