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Молодёжные проблемы двух поколений: сравнительная характеристика
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Свою исследовательскую работу по теме «Проблемы молодежи» мы начали еще в прошлом учебном году. Вначале мы собрали много информации из разных источников о молодежных проблемах вообще. Затем привели весь этот материал в систему и выяснили, что все проблемы можно разделить на две большие группы: глобальные и личные. В глобальных и личных проблемах, в свою очередь, выделили еще подгруппы. Решили остановиться на личных проблемах и провести исследование: каковы же были проблемы наших родителей в их юности, и сравнить их с нашими современными проблемами. Для этого мы составили анкеты для родителей и для учащихся по выявлению проблем, которые волновали наших родителей, когда они были подростками, и проблем, которые волнуют наших сверстников теперь. В исследовании приняли участие около ста родителей и учащихся-старшеклассников нашей школы. Проанализировав результаты анкетирования, мы сделали интересные выводы. (Но надо учитывать то, что в опросе участвовали сельские жители, что, в конечном итоге, мы думаем, сказалось на результатах нашего исследования.) Работа выполнена на английском языке, потому что этой проблемой нас заинтересовала учительница английского языка Петрова Альбина Валерьевна. На основе собранного материала мы составили презентацию по этой теме, которую тоже прикладываем к своей работе.
Введение
Мы выбрали тему «Проблемы молодежи» для своей исследовательской работы не случайно: изучая английский язык по учебникам А.П. Старкова, мы обсуждали разные темы, но темы о молодежи, о ее проблемах, которые нас очень интересовали, в этих УМК почти не было. Тогда мы решили поискать материал на эту тему в других источниках: в Интернете, в журналах, в специальной литературе. К нашему удовольствию, мы нашли достаточно много информации, чтобы выполнить проектную работу.
Мы считаем, что эта тема всегда актуальна и представляет интерес не только для молодежи, но и для взрослых людей. Она одинаково волнует как наше поколение, так и старшее, потому что эти два поколения живут в одном сообществе и неразрывно связаны друг с другом. И, хотя мы говорим о проблемах молодежи, они касаются и взрослых.
Мы выяснили, что проблемы молодежи подразделяются на две большие группы: ГЛОБАЛЬНЫЕ и ЛИЧНЫЕ, а они в свою очередь подразделяются на несколько подгрупп. Мы же решили изучить личные проблемы.
Работая над этой темой, мы так увлеклись ею, что решили провести исследование: каковы же были проблемы наших родителей в их подростковом возрасте, и сравнить их с нашими сегодняшними проблемами. Мы составили анкеты как для наших сверстников, так и для наших родителей. На наши вопросы отвечали около ста родителей и учащихся-старшеклассников нашей школы. И результатами наших исследований мы хотим ознакомить вас в своей работе.
Problems of the Youth

   There two types of problems- personal problems and the problems the whole generation has to face – global problems.

Global problems are:

                    -Environment

                    -Tolerance

                    -Industrial Development

                    -Health

                    -Peace

Personal problems are:

	Misunderstanding 
	Subculture
	Bad Habits
	Money
	Education

	Parents
	Informal groups
	Smoking
	Pocket
	Should I?

	Boy/ girlfriend
	Clothes
	Drugs
	Fashion
	Where? 

	Teachers
	Fashion
	Drinking alcohol (beer) 
	Clothes
	State or

private?

	Peers
	Appearance
	Health
	
	Fee ?

	 
	Positive           or negative? 
	Toxicomania
	
	 


	Job
	Leisure time/

Free time
	Communication
	Love

	Search
	Hobby
	Meeting 
	Unrequited or

 requited

	Bay
	Duties
	Internet
	Happy or 

unhappy

	Interesting
	Interests
	E-mail
	

	Prestige
	Rest
	Mobile phone
	

	Unemployment
	Traveling
	Phone
	


                                                                                   Youth means love.
                                                                                                Robert Browning

                                       Youth is a period of missed opportunities.
                                                                                                            O. Connolly
        Youth is the best time to be rich and the best time to be poor.
                                                                                                               Euripides 

                                                   No young man believes he will ever die.
                                                                                                William Hazlitt 

                                  Youth is quick in feelings but weak in judgment.
                                                                                                          Homer
            Youth is a very important period in the life of man. This is the time when a person discovers the world and tries to determine the place in the universe.

Everybody says your youth is probably the best time of young life, that being young means romance, love, new discoveries and so on. But it is also the most difficult time because you have to make some very important decisions, which will influence all your future life.

         There are many problems that young people have to face when they stop being children. Is it easy to be young? Are teenagers happy to be their age? Teenager years are from some kind of between the childhood and the grown-up life. At this age all feelings and emotions are very strong, all problems seem very important.

          Things are not easy nowadays even for adults, but for teen-ages, who have to find their own place in society, it's very difficult. Young people face lots of problems which are very important for them and do not differ much from those that once their parents had to deal with. At the same time every generation is unique. It differs from the one that preceded it in its experience, ideals and a system of values. The adults always say that the young are not what they were. These words are repeated from generation to generation. To some extent they are true, because every new generation grows up quicker, enjoys more freedom. It is better educated and benefits from the results of the technological progress of the time.

Misunderstanding    from the parents    

                      Each generation has a different language, and can't learn what a 

                       former generation  knew until it has been translated into their

                       words.                                           

                                                                                               K.B. Hathaway
     Another typical problem for most of the teen-ages is problem with their parents. Leo Tolstoy said: "All families  ' are happy in the similar way and unhappy in its own way". And happiness or unhappiness of any family mostly depends on relations in it.

 So many families, so many family relations. Each family establishes its own relations in its own way. It has its own traditions and customs and its own unwritten constitution including rights and duties of every member of the family. The level of democracy is also different in different families, which mostly depends on the viewpoints of adults usually not coinciding with a child's point of view. So the problem of misunderstanding becomes urgent. Some people call it generation gap. It as a rule sharpens as soon as a child approaches his or her difficult teens. And both sides (parents and children) should be patient and tactful and it's the only way to settle down all the problems and stay friends. Parents say that its difficult to discipline children at experts state that parents will get the best results ;they  try to prevent or stop misbehavior in natural, logical and then possible fun ways.  

   So, as you see, it is very difficult to be young nowadays, as, need, it always was. But you only can be young onсе, and some wonderful things can happen only when you're young. So, enjoy youth while it lasts. 

Misunderstanding    from the teachers

  The same misunderstanding we face sometimes from the side of the teachers. They think that youth is given for studying. But a person who only studies is dull. Some teachers do not understand that youth is the time for us to learn about people and about ourselves, to play and try things. They try to keep us away from all "dangers" which make up life. But we need to be taken seriously, to meet a friendly hand. We have just become grown-ups, so young people need somebody to discuss different problems and relationships with. 

Misunderstanding from the friends

                                                   Friendship is an art and very few persons are 

                                                     born with a natural gift for it.

                                                                                                 Kathleen Noris

  Another problem that young people face today concerns their relationship with their friends. As far as friendship is concerned, we think that a person can and should have a lot of friends. He/she can be on good terms with the classmates. But at the same time there can be only two or three real friends. We believe that real friends will never betray each other. They will always under​stand and help each other. We agree that tolerance is the pledge of friendship. It is wonderful if a school friend will remain your friend for the rest of your life. But in this case everything depends on the person. 

 Subculture

As long as parents and teachers can't take teenagers seriously, they form their own     social groups, which is the phenomenon called "subculture". A subculture is a cultural group within a larger culture, which includes certain methods of 
communication and identification. We think that the Russian culture includes many such subcultures. Teens subculture is a part of culture and it reveals itself in many features - clothes, styles of favorite music, hair-dos, way of life, opinions about life, future and education, the choice of friends and other aspects. On the one hand, teens express their individuality and their difference from children through within framework their subculture. On the other hand, many groups of teenagers follow a certain fashion which requires to wear a certain piece of clothes (like jeans, army boots, bandanas), jewelry (like earrings for boys, wattles bracelets) certain hairdos (pony-tail, shaved heads, colored or dyed hair), sometimes certain colors. It of course prevents young people from expressing their individuality. So you have to choose a subculture you want to belong to. It's not only the question of appearance. There is a certain philosophy lying in the basis of every lifestyle, every subculture. To choose a subculture to belong to one should thoroughly consider one's likes and dislikes, one's way of life and habits. There are so many subcultures to meet all demands!
         Skinheads and fascists of different types form a military-like subculture. They often wear uniforms and have military looks. Hippies, on the contrary, wear national-style clothes "to be closer to nature". They like flowers and jewelry made of leather and beads. The acid subculture is built on drugs. Metallists and bikers like black leather. Some people consider teenagers violent. They say that youth gangs control streets and have bloody fights. But we don't think that teens are violent. 

                                           When a man loses his health, then he first begin
                                            to  take good care of it.

                                                                                         Josh Billings

Smoking problem

   For the last years in Russia a problem of children’s and teenagers smoking has become especially urgent. According to experts, the army of smokers has recently rejuvenated appreciably. About 1/3 young smokers become addicted to tobacco in the age of less than 10 years, and the most part of adult smokers-in the age of less than 18 years.

Fact: 25 % of High School students (ages 14-17) are regular smokers. 

Fact: 90% of daily smokers started before the age of 18.

Fact: 2000 children become new, regular daily smokers every day in America,

 roughly one-third of them will die prematurely from smoking-caused illnesses.

Many Tobacco Companies claim they are not targeting children. Yet the facts

 demonstrate the results of the $22.5 million they spend on marketing every

 day in the US.

Clearly, youth smoking is a problem!

American anti-smoking campaigners are calling for Hollywood producers to

 take smoking onscreen more seriously, following a damning new study of

 on-screen tobaccos use. 

Drugs problem

     The typical teenager problem is drug-habit. Some young man use drugs, because they think that will be cool guys. But they don't understand that it's wrong. Some of them can't stop that, and they become dependent on drugs. And they commit different serious crimes, because they need some money to buy drugs.

    Young people stand many health problems. Many of us want to look older and more independent. They do silly things. The girls make up as Red Indians on the war-path. They wear articles of clothes that do not become. They try to be fashionable-looking and lose their style and charm. The boys try to be tough, they are self-assured and insensible. Both boys and girls begin to smoke and drink beer and sometimes other alcoholic drinks. Sometimes they begin using drugs and become drug addicts. We think that is terrible.

    Still, we think there are many advantages of being young. When you are young, you are usually healthy, your brain works well, you can study easily what you like.

Toxicomania

  Toxicomania is one of the youth problems. As you know such products as glue, butane gas, solvents are made on solvent base. That’s why they can be used for sniffing and can make you feel light-headed, happy and dizzy.

  Solvents are usually commercial products, like glue, nail polish remover, aerosols, gas lighter fuel and petrol, which give off a vapour.

  It is not a secret that in our country number of “sniffers” is growing and has reached a tremendous index. It happens, because such substances are the most available and cheap.

  Solvent use is extremely dangerous and there is a risk of suffocation. Nobody knows exactly how many children die in our country, because of solvent addiction. Prohibit to sell solvent-based products to children under 18s. 

Problem of pocket money

     The problem of money is important as well. We think, young people need to have pocket money for buying books, pens, ice-cream and so on. But we do not think it is a good idea to beg parents to give me some money. They would give much more, if they earned enough. That makes the question of money more painful. If we find a part-time job during the academic year, they will say it distracts us from studies. If we ask for money they say they spend too much on our school, clothes and other things. So, we can work as a postman. We can deliver advertisement newspapers.

Problems of education

                                                                     A child miseducated is a child lost.

                                                                                                   John F. Kennedy
   The problem of education is also very serious. There are many educational institutions at present, but the quality of training is different. Some of them are state, while others are private. Some are very difficult to enter, others are easy to enter. Some of them train specialists who can easily find a prestigious and well-paid job, others offer their graduates only poorly-paid positions. The choice of the educational institution depends on the school you study at, on your parents, on the financial conditions of the family, on your likes and dislikes. It is a great problem to find a suitable university and a profession for the rest of your life. Now it is even more important because all your life depends on your choice.

Communication problem

      Communication has always been an important part of young people's lives. Today they can choose between traditional and new ways of communi​cation. Traditionally the young meet after classes with their school friends, make parties, go to the movies or disco clubs to have fun, relax and acquire new friends. But if the young people do not like noisy clubs and other places of entertainment, they can find friends without leaving their homes — the Internet gives such an opportunity. Although this international Web Wide Web is intended for getting knowledge, only few users employ it in this way. Others use different computer programmers to chat with their friends from all over the globe. They can sit for twenty four hours staring at the monitors. Such young people do not eat, sleep, work or learn properly. Their parents think that they are doing nothing, but this is not absolutely correct. They only thing many young people are interested in is navigating through the net and checking their e-mail boxes. And it is a great problem of the present and future. In general all the problems of the youth are linked with the present rather then with the past or future.

Job problem

    For your future it is essential to have a good job. Every girl or boy leaving secondary school should choose an institution of higher education, or if he or she doesn't want to study any more, choose a job straight way.

    The problem of the youth unemployment is one of the most important ones. The number of the young people looking for job is constantly increasing. In Russia young people are looking for job not only for the sake of earning money, but because they want to be independent from their parents. Moreover, job gives the young people a chance to adjust themselves to the real life of adults and stir their ambitions.

 School-leavers can be part- time workers, seasonal workers, day or casual workers. In general their job is not welcomed. Very often preference is given to adult people. To ensure a balance of working groups in our society the government should work out some social employment programmers. 

Problem of free time

                                      The more joy we have, the more nearly perfect we are.

                                                                                      Benedict  Spinoza

     We also face the problem how to spend our free time. We can do it in different ways. Some of teen-ages spend their free time in different night clubs. Other young people spend their free time in the streets. It is not easy to say exactly what teenagers in different countries do in their leisure time. We think that, in the main our interests and tastes do not dif​fer very much. They are engaged in spoils activities. 

       They listen to their favorite music bands or take part in different concerts. 

Teenagers discover the world and themselves. In the main, all young people are individualists. Youth is the time when young people work out their outlook. At the same time they need collective experience.

 Problem of love

                                                                                 Youth means love.  

                                                                                           Robert Browning

    Youth is also the time to meet your first love. It is, of course, wonderful, but, as it is widely known that first love often has an unhappy end, this also increases young people's problems.
    The problem of love is very important for young people. Today they fall in love when they reach the age of Romeo and Juliet. Romanticism and idealism very often accompany the love of the young. They can love deeply and passionately, they believe that their love will last forever. Unfortunately, often their hearts are broken. Young people are not always ready to have stable relations. In many cases they are too young and inexperienced to begin a family life. 

Questionnaire

(for students)

0. Have you heard about global problems (in the world) on our
 planet? (yes/no)

           What are they?

1. Do you have any personal problem? (yes/no)

Do you feel:

a) misunderstanding from your parents ? (yes/no)

(the so called generation gab)

b) misunderstanding from your parents?  (yes/no)

c) misunderstanding from your peers ?    (yes/no)

2. Do your parents like your friends? (yes/no)
3. Do your parents allow you to go for a walk in the evenings? 

(yes/no)

a) How often? 

b) How long? 

4. Do your parents give you pocket money? (yes/no)

a) how often? 

b) how much? 

c) How do you usually spend the pocket money?

5. Have you got any bad habit? (yes/no)   

a) Do you smoke? 

b) Do you take drugs?

c) Do you drink alcohol (or beer)? 

6. Do you know that bad habits are harmful for your health? (yes/no)   

7. Do you think about your future? (yes/no)

a) What are you going to be? 

b) Do you want to get education? (yes/no)

с) Where do you want to enter?

d) Can you get free or paid education? (yes/no)

8. Do you have any love trouble?  (yes/no)

(Have you ever fallen in love?)

9. Have you got any free time? (yes/no)

a) Where do you spend your free time?

b) How do you spend it?

c) Who do you usually spend your free time with? 

10. Have you got a hobby? (yes/no)

What is it?

11. Have you got duties about the house? (yes/no)

What are they?

12. Do know what “subculture” is? (yes/no)

What is your attitude to this phenomenon? 

13. What means of communication with your friends

 and peers do you use?

a) Meetings

b) Internet

c) E- mail

d) Chat

e) Mobile phones 

f) Lеtters 

14. Who helps you in solving your problems:

a) your parents?

b) your teachers?

 c) your friends? 

d) somebody else?

e) nobody?

Questionnaire

(for parents)

0.Did you hear about global problems (in the world) on our

 planet in your youth ? (yes/no)

           What were they?

1. Did you have any personal problem? (yes/no)

Did you feel:

a) misunderstanding from your parents ? (yes/no)

(the so called generation gab)

b) misunderstanding from your parents?  (yes/no)

c) misunderstanding from your peers ?    (yes/no)

2. Did your parents like your friends? (yes/no)

3.Did your parents allow you to go for a walk in the evenings? 

(yes/no)

a) How often? 

b) How long? 

4. Did your parents give you pocket money? (yes/no)

a) How often? 

b) How much? 

c) How did you usually spend the pocket money?

5. Did you have any bad habit? (yes/no)   

a) Did you smoke? 

b) Did you take drugs?

c) Did you drink alcohol (or beer)? 

d) Do you have any bad habit now?

6. Did you know that bad habits were harmful for your

 health? (yes/no)   

7. Did you think about your future? (yes/no)

a) What were you going to be? 

b) Did you want to get education? (yes/no)

с) Where did you want to enter?

d) Could you get free or paid education? (yes/no)

e) What are you now?

 8. Did you have any love trouble?  (yes/no)

(Did you  fall in love in your school years?)

9. Did you have any free time? (yes/no)

a) Where did you spend your free time ?

b) How did you spend it?

c) Who did you usually spend your free time with? 

10. Did you have a hobby? (yes/no)

What was it?

11. Did you have duties about the house? (yes/no)

What were they?

12. Did you know what “subculture” was? (yes/no)

What was your attitude to this phenomenon? 

13. What means of communication with your friends

 and peers did you use?

a) Meetings

b) Internet

c) E-Mail

d) Chat

e) Mobile phones 

f) Lеtters 

14. Who helped you in solving your problems:

a) your parents?

b) your teachers?

c) your friends? 

d) somebody else?

e) nobody?

Analyzing our questionnaires  we came to conclusions:

             our problems don’t really differ much from those that once our 

             parents had to deal with.

There are only few differences in the following points:

· We know more about global problems nowadays than our parents did.

·  We have more opportunities in choosing different kinds of professions than our parents had in their youth.

·  We all get pocket money, but not all our parents got it once.                                               

·  In comparison with our parents we all want to get high education. 

· Our communication with the friends and peers is much different now. We use Internet, mobile phones, e-mail.

Заключение
Проанализировав  анкеты  для  родителей  и  для  учащихся,   мы пришли  к   выводу,   что   проблемы,   которые   волновали   наших родителей в их школьные годы те же самые, что и наши. Мы выявили несколько отличий только в самих проблемах. Отличие только в том, что:
-родители знали о глобальных проблемах намного меньше нас;
-очень мало родителей после окончания школы планировали получить высшее образование ( и они хотели стать учителями, врачами, один из них - военным, но здесь хочется отметить, что на вопросы анкеты отвечали родители, которые остались на селе после окончания учебных заведений), а наши сверстники, принявшие участие в анкетировании, наоборот, почти все хотят поступить в высшие учебные заведения, и профессии, которые они выбрали себе, очень разнообразны ( это - юристы, экономисты, психологи, дизайнеры, стилисты, программисты, менеджеры, врачи, предприниматели, бизнесмены);
-более половины наших родителей не имели карманных денег на ежедневные расходы, когда как мы имеем их достаточно ( не только для обеда в столовой, но и на школьные принадлежности, даже на косметику);
-наши родители не знали, что такое мобильный телефон, Интернет или же электронная почта ( e-mail), чтобы общаться со своими друзьями ( даже обычных домашних телефонов у них почти не было). Со своими друзьями они встречались в школе или после уроков, писали записки, письма друг к другу;
-наши родители имели больше возможностей найти работу по выбранной специальности, чем наши сверстники в данное время после окончания учебных заведений;
-наши родители мало знали о молодежной субкультуре ( в основном только понаслышке: о хиппи, например.)
P.S. Мы также хотим продолжить нашу исследовательскую работу по теме. Это будет поиск путей, способов, даже можно сказать правил поведения, чтобы избежать негативных сторон этих проблем, не столкнуться с ними в жизни.
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