                            Welcome to Tatarstan! 

The republic of Tatarstan is a subject of the Russian Federation. The Declaration of State Sovereignty of the Republic was signet on the 30th of August, 1990. The names «Repubkic of Tatarstan» and «Tatarstan» are equivalent.
   The official languages are Tatar and Russian.

   Tatarstan is one of the largest socio-economic, scientific and political centres of the Volga Region. It is located at the centre of the Russian Federation. It connects East and West, North and south of the country. The republic has rich natural resources and a developed industry. The industrial complex is very important in the republic.

  Tatarstan is a multireligious republic. During its history Tatarstan has accumulated the richest experience of peoples various nationalities, ethnic and religious groups. More than 100 nationalities live friendly in the republic. The important national values are tolerance, consensus and  compromise.

                                Geography of Tatarstan.

The Republic of Tatarstan is located at the centre of the Russian Federation. Tatarstan borders on the Republic of Bashkortostan, Chuvashia, Mari-El, Udmurtia and on the regions of Russia: Samara, Ulianovsk, Kirov, and Orenburg. Tatarstan has no borders with foreign states.
  Its area is more than 67 thousand square kilometres. It is as big as Ireland, Sre-Lanka and Lithuania. The territory of the republic is a plain. It lies in a forest and forest-steppe zone with small hills on the right bank of the Volga, 
  The climate is with warm, sometimes hot summers and quite cold winters. That is  why agriculture is developed in Tatarstan: gardening, pig farming, bee farming, daire farming and others.
  Such wild animals as elks, bears, wolves, foxes, hares, squirrels, badgers, hedgehogs, and others live in the woods.
  Tatarstan is rich in oil. The most well-known oil fields are Romashkinskoye, Novo-Yelkhovskoye, Pervomaiskoye and Bondyuzhskoye. Tatarstan is also rich in brown and black coal, copper, gypsum, dolomites, clays, mineral waters and medical muds.
  The republic has huge water resources. The Volga river system is of great importance to Russia and Tatarstan. The Volga, the Kama, the Vyatka and the belaya rivers are the four longest rivers, but there are also a lot of smaller rivers: the Zai, the Muosha the Cheremshan, the Kazanka, etc and a lot of beautiful lakes, such as Lake Kaban, Swan Lake, Blue Lake, Deep Lake and others.
   The geographical position of Tatarstan is favourable for the development of industry, trade and other socio-economic fields.
At the beginning of the 20th century Kazan became the capital of the Tatar Soviet Republic. The life of the city at that time was difficult. The problems of food and medicinewere very important. In 1919-1920 an epidemic of typhus began. Mane people died, thousands of people migrated from the city
   Later the enterprises were reconstructed, a new brige acros the Kazanka river was bilt. The city radio started working. New clinics were opened. New parks and workers’ clubs were organaised. There were great canges in the cultural life. Famous Tatar composers, painters, architects began their work.

  With the beginning of the Second World War life in the city changed. Kazan gave a great support to the Soviet Army. In 1941 more than 32 000 people went to make fortifications on the right banks of the Volga and the Kama.

In the 1950s new public buldings appeared: the Opera, and Ballet Theater, lots of houses of culture and cinemas: Druzhba, Pobeda, Mir, Zvezda. In 1959 the Kazan television centre began its work.
  At the end of the 20th centure together with the whole country Kazan experienced a rapid change. By the mid-1980s Kazan had becom a major industrial centre. The city produced a range of goods. The population of the republic increased greatly. In 2002 there lived 3 782 600 people.
 In the 21st century great investment projects are to be introduced in Kazan. Life in the city is changing too. Statistic from the 2006 Census showed that 3 768 500 people lived in Tatarstan.
Kazan is one of the oldest and most  beautiful cities in the Volga region. Kazan is a thousand-year-old city with rich and unique history. In 2005 the people of Tatarstan, Russia and the whole word celebraed its millennium anniversary.
  Kazan is located in very picturesque place. Two rivers – the Volga river and the Kazanka river, which played an important role in the history of the peoples of the country – meet here.
  Thick forests with lots of animals, vast fields, big and small rivers and deep lakes with lots of fish make the nature of the Kazan area beautiful.
   Lake Kaban, unique in its nature, “a mirror of clear water”, is in the centre of Kazan. There are a lot of legends and mysteries connected with this lake. Some of them are sad. The Bulak river is very short. It is only 2 km long and stretches from Lake Kaban to the Kazanka river. 
    Archaeologists are trying to find out more about the past and reconstruct the picture of the great city, to find out the information about the ways the people lived, about their customs and traditions.

     Kazan is one of the most important economic centres of the Russian Federation. Large enterprises produce planes, helicopters, compressors, computer systems, optic, chemicals, clothes, consumer goods and so on. It is one of the largest river ports on the Volga and also a large railroad, an automobile road and an air route centre.
     Kazan is open to guests from all over the world. It’s great fun to visit Kazan.
     Tatarstan, like no other republic or region, is rich in rivers. There are also a lot
 of lakes and underground sources of water. Huge water resources are found in the
2 biggest reservoirs – the Kuibyshevskoye and the Nizhnekamskoye. Now, let’s
 find out how we use these resources.
     There are many kinds of mineral water in our republic. Underground waters
 contain a high proportion of minerals. Prodacing and selling mineral waters are a
 part of the economy of the republic. 
                          Oh, Tatarstan, I’m in love with you!        

                                 Remember, Tatarstan,  you  are  great                   

                                 Not  in  the field of  battles  past
                                 But  in  the green  fields full  of  wheat

                                 And  forests,  gardens,  free  of  dusty.

                                 I  love you  deeply, dear  land,

                                 Your  hills  and  rivers, sand  on  strand

                                 Your  songs  and  dances, lakes  and  water

                                 Your  beasts  and  fish, birds  in  trees.  
                                 Your  sunrise  in  a  splendid  sight

                                 Which  gives  me  awlways  such  delight!







