MY FAVOURITE ANIMALS

I like animals and I always have some animals at home. My parents and I often go to the zoo. We like watching animals. We often take photos of them. That’s why I want to tell you about my favourite ones.
There are a lot of different animals. There are wild, domestic animals and pets. The animals we keep at home are our pets. They can be: dogs, cats, hamsters, birds, fish or tortoises. They are all gentle and tame. We love our pets and treat them as members of our family. 
Cats and dogs are my favourite. Cats are clever, they are clean and pretty. They have fur and sharp claws on their paws. Cats can see in the dark. Their whiskers are cats’ radar system. They help them to move in the dark. Cats can be of different colour. They eat fish, meat, Whiskas and drink milk. 
I have two cats. Their names are Liza and Shalun. Liza is white and black. She is one year old. Shalun is black. He is big. He is two years old. He is very clever.
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I say “he” and “she” because my parents and I love them very much. It is interesting to play with my cats. They like scratching their paws, opening the door into my room or watching my mother when she is cooking. They like to run one after another and play with a stick. Liza and Shalun like Whiskas, meat and grass. They drink milk and water.
Dogs are our best friends.  There are different groups of dogs: Retriever, Irish setter, Cocker Spaniel, Fox Terrier and Doberman pinscher. Dogs can be of different size. There are small dogs: Poodles, Pekinese and Bulldogs. 
[image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]



People give different names to their pets: after famous people, places or for their colour. Dogs eat meat, bones. They are good swimmers. Cats and dogs don’t like each other. They are not good friends. When dogs see cats they bark and follow them. Cats hiss, run away and climb trees.
I have two tortoises. Tortoises live on land. Those that live in the sea are turtles. 
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Tortoises can hide into the shell when they feel danger. The top part of this shell is the carapace. Tortoises can be of different size: from few centimetres to two metres. They lay eggs from one to thirty eggs. They say we can know the age of the tortoise if we count the rings on its carapace. But this is not true. Tortoises live long, sometimes more than 150 years. They eat grass, some fruits and leaves. My tortoises like clover, cabbage and lettuce that my Granny grows. They sometimes bite each other. In winter they sleep. They live in the box but in summer they like walking on the grass.
I don’t have parrots at home but I like them and I would like to have one. They are tame. You can teach them to talk, imitate sounds and sit on your hand and eat seeds out of your hand. They like singing. They can be of different size and colour. Parrots have sharp beak. Their eggs are very small. At home parrots live in cages. They like bathing. 
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I like budgie and macaw. My father likes them too. 
I also like humming birds. I saw them only in the pictures. They are rare birds. They are the smallest birds of all. They have short legs and feet, very long and narrow wings and a long tongue. They can be of different colours. They are very beautiful. They eat honey from the nectar of flowers and small insects.
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Rabbits are domestic animals. Some years ago I had two rabbits and I liked to look after them. I cleaned their cage and gave them food two times a day: in the morning and in the evening. Rabbits can be black, grey or white. They have long big ears. They are soft and fluffy. They live in cages and eat carrots, cabbage, clover and grass. 
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I also like sea animals. My favourite ones are dolphins, sea bears, whales. Seals, sea bears, dolphins are mammals. They feed their babies by milk. They like water and they live in seas. 
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Dolphins are very clever animals. They live in the sea but they are not fish. They need air to breathe. They can stay under the water for many minutes but then they must come up to the surface. Dolphins like warm water the best. They can swim very fast. A number of dolphins swimming together is called a school. 
During my autumn holidays my parents and I went to Japan and lived in a hotel. There was a dolphinarium with dolphins and seals there. It was interesting to watch them. They liked playing. They had smiling faces and spoke with high squeaks and clicking sounds.
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Blue whales are the largest mammals in the world. A baby whale is about 7 metres long and weighs nearly 2 tons. Its mother feeds it for about 6 months. The grownup whale can be 30 metres long and can weigh 130 tons. It can stay under water for an hour and then it comes to the surface to breathe. Blue whales have no teeth and they are harmless to other fish. They eat very small sea creatures. In spring and summer they eat 4 tons of food a day.
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Penguins are birds but they can’t fly. Their wings are flippers. The have a thick layer of feathers. It keeps them warm in water. They live in the North Pole. They are black and white. They eat fish they catch in water. They like snow, water and ice. They spend half of their life on land and half in the ocean. On land when they walk they use their tales and wings. They are not afraid of people. 
When I was 8 my parents presented me a penguin show. There were three penguins. My friends and I played with them and took photos of them. They were not afraid of us. They were friendly.
[image: image16.jpg]



Pandas are wild animals. I saw them in Japanese zoo. Panda is its symbol. Pandas are a kind of bears. They have soft black and white fur. Their head is white and their eyes and ears are black. 
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There are also red pandas. They are very rare. They are like raccoons. They are gentle. They have thick bushy tales with light brown rings. They sleep most of the day. They eat bamboo, roots and berries. Sometimes they eat eggs and small birds. They live in southern Asia.
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Hedgehogs are my favourite animals too. Some years ago our gardener found a little hedgehog. I fed it the whole day. I gave it milk, apples. It made store of nuts. Hedgehogs have spines. When they feel danger they roll into a tight ball. Hedgehogs come out at night but some of them come out in the day. They often sleep in daytime under the bushes or in a hole in the ground. They are usually grey or black. They eat nuts, insects, mushrooms. Hedgehogs live well with other pets like cats or dogs. 
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All these animals are my favourite ones. I think you liked them and you’d like to have some of them at home or go to the zoo and watch them. It’s fun to have pets and interesting to watch them!
