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Introduction.

      The topic of paper is « The treasure box of Australia » I like animals very much. And animals of Australia are very unusual and interesting. So I want to tell you some interesting facts about some of Australian animals.

      But first of all I want to tell you some words about Australia. 

Flag

[image: image1.png]


  The flag of Australia is painted in dark blue color. In the top left corner the flag of the Great Britain. Dark blue color of a flag - a symbol of the ocean. In the middle of a flag the image of constellation of the Southern Cross is placed. 6 stars on a flag symbolize six staffs of the Australian Union. Seven beams of a star designate six staffs and territory Papua. The five-pointed star symbolizes federal district Canberra.
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State Emblem

The State Emblem of Australia is represented in the form of a board which holds a kangaroo and an Emu, in a frame of blossoming branches of eucalyptus. The board is divided into 6 parts, each of which comprises an emblem of corresponding staff. In the top part of the arms the seven-final star which six beams designate 6 staffs is placed, and the seventh beam symbolizes federal district Canberra

Chapter 1. Koala
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Koala is a cute Australian animal, which looks like a teddy bear. Many people even refer to the Koala as "Koala bear", which is incorrect since Koalas has nothing common to the bears. Koala is very lazy animal, it sleeps about 20 hours a day. Koala eats certain varieties of Eucalyptus tree leaves, which are toxic to the most animals. 

The name Koala comes from Aboriginal "no drink". Amazingly, koalas obtain moisture from Eucalyptus leaves and thus does not have to drink. It will be too difficult, if not impossible for koala to find a water, since it is not a fast moving animal It's hard to believe 100 years ago koalas was at the edge of disappearing from our planet. People killed most of these lovely animals for the valuable fur. 

Nowadays koalas are under special care and its population grows every year. 
Koalas are not as common as kangaroos, and not very often seen in the wild. However there are some places where there are lots of koalas, example Otway National Park in Victoria or Kangaroo Island in South Australia.                       . 
 
Koalas are not found in Tasmania or Western Australia. 
Chapter 2. Kangaroo.
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    Kangaroos are marsupials, it means they keep babies in the pouch. Kangaroo can even produce 2 different types of milk: one for the newborn baby, and another for the older one who still lives in the pouch.

    In accordance with a legend the name Kangaroo was given by Capitan James Cook. When he met this animal he asked a native the name of this animal. He asked him in English but the native didn't understand Cook and answered Kangaroo which meant "I don't understand you". And Capitan Cook named it Kangaroo.

Kangaroos like hopping along highways. A collision with a big car is capable of killing a kangaroo.  As a result, "kangaroo crossing" signs are commonplace in Australia.
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Chapter 3.Dingo.
Dingo is an Australian wild dog. Dingo have some features of a wolf as well as domestic dog. Dingo live in Australia and some countries of Southeast Asia. Color is usually ginger, sometimes more yellow or reddish. Alpine dingos are completely white. Dingos regarded as a dangerous animal, in Australia it is illegal to keep it as a pet. There were some cases of dingos attacking people, particularly children. Of Frazer Island where there are lots of dingos, there are signs everywhere urging tourists not to feed dingos and never leave children without supervision. They can eat every think: plants, birds, deer, rabbits there for the name "dingo" means "can eat everything" 
Chapter 4. Emu
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Emu is a large, flightless Australian bird. It is the largest bird in Australia and second largest in the world. It reaches 1.5 to 2 meters in height and weigh up to 60 kilograms. 

Emus are good runners; they can sprint distances at 50 km/h. But they usually just walk at 4-7 km/h. 

Emus are good swimmers too. It is easier to see Emu in the wildlife sanctuary, where. The name "Emu" has come from an Arabic word of the biggest bird. Commercial Emu farming started in 1987. They are grown for their meat, leather and oil. 
Chapter 5. Wombats
[image: image7.png]


 Wombats are Australian marsupials. They have short legs, about one metre in length and have a very short tail. Wombats are covered with short coat. 
Basically, wombat looks a little bit like a smaller pig. Similar to koalas, wombats have an extraordinarily slow metabolism, which makes them generally a flegmatic and a slow moving animal. When required, however, they can reach up to 40 km/h. This is unusual because wombats walk and run on full feet. Generally, wombats are not afraid of humans. Many wildlife parks and zoos across Australia have wombats for show to the public. In the wild, there are places where people were feeding wombats for a long time so animals coming to beg for food. Parks authority is appealing to 'keep our wildlife wild' and not feed any animals, including wombats. 
In Wilsons Promontory wombats are often seen begging for food in the caravan park at Tidal River. It is advised not to leave any food in the cars, as wombats could rip your tent and get inside. This can be scary and even dangerous. Agressive wobmat can knock over a man, their sharp teeth and powerful jaws can result in severe wounds. This is not what you expect from a cute and sleepy animal!
Сonclusion:
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Australian people love their animals and they even created special road sings to keep them safe.

In my paper I’ve told only some interesting facts about the most famous Australian animals. But Australian nature is much richer and very mysterious. 


We must think how to protect it. And we should think not only about unusual animals of Australia, but about Russian animals too. 


And we should love and protect nature.  
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