Thinking of the Earth (or our planet is in danger).
April, 22 is a special day around the world. On that day inhabitants of Earth celebrate Earth Day. The first Earth Day was held in the USA                                (1). Earth Day is a time when many people show that they care for our planet. It is a day for people to learn what they can do to preserve the planet Earth. Land, air and water are important for flowers, trees, animals, birds, fish and people. But what’s happening now?
There is no ocean or sea which is not used as a dump. And many rivers and lakes are poisoned too. An industrial and nuclear poison kills fish and sea animals. There is not enough oxygen in the water. Sometimes                                 (2) even in the sea because the sea and the seaside are not clean. In many places water is not drinkable. It is dangerous for people and animals.
Air pollution is a very serious problem. It is not reduced. The way people live has changed the climate on our planet. Many people say that it is so because of the greenhouse effect. Nowadays the air surrounding the earth has become much warmer because the heat can’t go back into space. The earth has been getting hotter because we are producing too many greenhouse gases. The gases hold heat. People and animal breathe in oxygen, and                (3) carbon dioxide. We produce carbon dioxide when we burn things. Trees and plants help to take gases. But we have destroyed too many trees. There are not enough trees and plants to do this job. Polluting gases fall as acid rains. Large forests and a lot of lakes have been ruined already. The Earth is getting hotter, the ice is melting. The ice has been melting; the level of the sea is slowly rising. Look! These climate changes can be dangerous for our fragile planet which needs protection. To make air clean again we need good filters at nuclear power stations, at factories and plants and also in cars.
Animals and plants are in danger too. Every ten minutes one kind of animal, plant or insect dies out for ever. If nothing is done about it, one million species that are alive today will have become extinct 20 years from now. A lot more endangered species may disappear before we have children. The reason is that Man kills animals and                                      (4). And if we want our lives to be healthy and interesting, a lot of other creatures and plants need growing space too. 
One of the most actual problems in our cities – is litter. Litter is garbage on the ground or in the street. People don’t always put their garbage in the garbage can. Litter is ugly. It makes city look dirty. And litter is a health problem too. Food and garbage bring animals, which                   (5). “Don’t be a litterbug!” – say people. We should control litter, of course.
As you know Man is a reason of the problems of The Earth. That’s why we must protect our planet. The problems of the environment are much spoken about on TV, radio, and in newspapers. People are beginning to realize that environmental problems are not somebody else’s. They support various international organizations and green parties. “Greenpeace”,                               (6) are specially organized to help nature. Think! Can we preserve the life? Can we preserve the quality of life necessary for future generations? Can we do something? Yes, we can. We can and we should…
I. Read the text and fill in the gaps 1-6 with the parts of sentences A-G.
A. “the Wildlife Fund” and “Friends of the Earth”.
B. 29 years ago, in 1970.

C. preserve nature.

D. destroy their habitats.

E. people cannot swim.

F. breathe out.

G. which sometimes carry disease.
II. True or false?
1. The first Earth Day was held about 29 years ago.

2. April, 24 is the Earth Day.
3. There is enough oxygen in the water now.

4. People and animals breathe in oxygen and carbon dioxide.

5. We need good filters at nuclear power stations.

6. Animals and plants disappear each 10 minutes.

7. Man doesn’t kill animals.

8. There is a lot of litter in the city streets.
9. Man is the most popular problem of our planet.

10. Greenpeace help nature.

III. Answer the questions.

1. What do you know about the Earth Day?

2. What international environmental organizations and green parties do you know?

3. Why are people worried about the problems of the Earth?
4. What is the ideal picture of the world?

5. What are the results of our influence on the environment?

6. Do you agree with the statement “To hurt the Earth is to hurt yourself”?

7. What do you want to do to help the Earth?

8. Who can help the planet?

9. What environmental problems do you know?

10. Are you a Friend of the planet?
IV. Think! How can you help your town, country, and planet?

V. Make the sentences complete.
1. Animals and             are in danger.

2. Air pollution is a very serious           .

3. People breathe      carbon dioxide.

4. The ice is               now.

5. People should put their garbage in                      .

6. “Don’t be                      “.

7. We            protect our planet.
