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Part I

Preface

Nowadays the world has been fully discovered and fully mapped. Satellites have studied the Earth, leaving only a space frontier yet unreachable. Popular media has effectively minimized the legend and the fantastic rumor. But what about a fabulous city rich in culture, technological advances, boasting beautiful cities, an entire civilization swept away by overwhelming natural disaster, called Atlantis. How about the riddles it keeps? Atlantis is one of the most fascinating of all historical mysteries. It was first written about by the Greek philosopher Plato over 2000 years ago.

The possible existence of a genuine Atlantis has been actively discussed for centuries: throughout classical antiquity, the Middle Ages, the period of Humanism. The myth of the lost civilization has attracted the attention and speculation of several eminent personalities over the centuries, including Greek thinkers Aristotle, Pliny, Plutarch, Herodotus,  the brilliant English philosopher Sir Francis Bacon (“New Atlantis”), Minnesota congressman Ignatius Donnelly, famous psychic and occultist Edgar Cayce ("Sleeping Prophet") and the nineteenth century mystic Helen Blavatsky.

Even nowadays the story of this legendary city continues to capture the public imagination. Atlantis inspires today's literature and movies. Countless books from science fiction to comic ones, articles, films, songs, web pages and other creative works are available now. Recent examples of Atlantis on-screen include the television series Stargate: “Atlantis” and the Disney animated movie “Atlantis: The Lost Empire”. The video game “Tomb Raider” features Atlantis as the basis of its plot.

 The term Atlantis has become a byword for any prehistoric but advanced (and lost) civilization.

Although thousands of scholars, scientists, researchers devote their lives to studying Atlantis, nobody can exactly answer if Atlantis really existed or it is just a myth. 

I take a keen interest in finding an answer to this question as well. Taking into consideration the fact that there are no indisputable proofs of the existence of the lost continent in scientific researches, the aims of this investigation are:

1) to analyse all available sources of information to separate facts from fiction in the enduring legend of Atlantis;

2) to find  the answer to the question ”Is the legendary island   just a myth or the ancient civilization  really did exist?”.

The purposes of the report are:

1) to make a careful study of scientific articles and publications on the topic;

2) to carry out an internet search for the data wanted;

3) to analyse the findings.

Part II

Atlantis: What do we know about it?

So what do we actually know about Atlantis and its demise? The answer is not much. 

The story of the Isle of Atlantis first occurs in Plato’s two dialogues the “Timaeus” and the “Critias”. The Greek philosopher wrote of Atlantis around 370 B.C. In these dialogues he presents an apparently true account of an ideal society that existed many millennia before the Classical Greek times in which he was writing. According to Plato, Atlantis was a great island (larger than Libya and Asia combined) approximately 700 kilometers (435 mi) across, comprising mostly mountains in the northern portions and along the shore, and encompassing a great plain of an oblong shape in the south "extending in one direction about 600 km but across the center inland it was about 400 km. It was situated in the Atlantic Ocean, beyond the ‘Pillars of Heracles’, which is thought today to be the Strait of Gibraltar, though it may also have referred to the Strait of Sicily, but its control extended beyond the 'Pillars of Heracles' into the Mediterranean as far as Egypt and Tyrrhenia (Italy).

Its powerful and remarkable dynasty of kings arose directly from Poseidon, the god of sea and earthquakes, though this divine and heroic lineage gradually became diluted by mixing with mortal stock. The resulting degeneration of this noble civilization led it into a war with its former ally, Athens, and culminated in its cataclysmic destruction. In the end this island disappears into the sea due to an earthquake which might be related to gigantic submarine volcanic explosions. The result is a flood of huge proportions, coming over the land, destroying almost everything. The sea level rises a few hundred meters and so Atlantis sinks. This catastrophe is said to have happened during a single day and night. 

Plato's story centers on Solon, a great Greek legislator and poet who journeyed to Egypt some 150 years earlier. In the Egyptian city Sais Solon received the story of Atlantis from priests. The priests respected Solon's reputation and cordially welcomed him. They also respected the Athenians, whom they regarded as kinsmen, because they believed their deity Neith to be the same deity as the Greeks called Athena. Therefore, she was believed to be the patroness and protector of both Greece and Egypt. The story that the priests told Solon was unknown to him. According to ancient Egyptian temple records the Athenians fought an aggressive war against the rulers of Atlantis some nine thousand years earlier and won. According to Solon's notes the history of Atlantis began at the beginning of time. The Hellenic gods of old divided the land so that each god might own a lot. The god of sea Poseidon was appropriately, and to his liking, bequeathed the island of Atlantis. 

Poseidon chose for a wife the mortal woman Cleito, and with her began the royal family of Atlantis, so the original Atlanteans were of human shape, but not modern earth humans as we are. They were very tall, 8 - 12 feet, fair skinned and blue eyed.

Poseidon built Cleito's home on a high hill at the very center of the island. The home overlooked a fertile plain bordered by the sea. For his beloved wife's protection Poseidon surrounded her house with five concentric rings of water and land. He carved the rings with the ease and skill of a god. He made hot and cold springs come from the earth. With the development of a future city his descendants never lacked for water. Poseidon carved the inland mountain where his love dwelt into a palace and enclosed it with three circular moats of increasing width, varying from one to three stadia and separated by rings of land proportional in size. The Atlanteans then built bridges northward from the mountain, making a route to the rest of the island. They dug a great canal to the sea, and alongside the bridges carved tunnels into the rings of rock so that ships could pass into the city around the mountain; they carved docks from the rock walls of the moats. Every passage to the city was guarded by gates and towers, and a wall surrounded each of the city's rings. The walls were constructed of red, white and black rock quarried from the moats and were covered with brass, tin and orichalcum, respectively.

Cleito bore Poseidon ten sons, five sets of boys. Atlas the first son of the first set of twins was made king over the vast territory by his father. His brothers were appointed princes and each ruled over a large section of the territory that was distributed to him. The most valuable section of the kingdom remained his mother's home on the hilltop and the land surrounding it. This was given to Atlas. Atlas himself had many sons with the succession of the throne always passing to the eldest son. 

Poseidon sat down laws for Atlantis’s rulers to follow. The ruling body was to meet regularly. It was to consist of ten rulers that represented the first ones – Atlas and his nine brothers -- who reigned with absolute power of life and death over their subjects. These meeting occurred in the temple of Poseidon where the first rulers inscribed the laws on a pillar of orichalcum. First, as required by ancient ceremony, pledges were exchanged. Then a sacred bull was captured and killed. The body was burned as a sacrifice to the god. Then the blood was mixed with wine and poured over the fire as an act of purification for each man. The rulers were served wine in golden cups; each poured a libation over the fire and swore by oath to give judgment according to the inscribed laws. When ending his vow each drank his wine and dedicated his cup to the temple. This was followed by a dinner that preceded the rulers putting on magnificent blue robes in which they judged matters concerning the kingdom according to Poseidon's laws: the Atlanteans were to keep noble way of thinking, to be tolerant to each other, to appreciate the cardinal virtues: prudence, fortitude, temperance, justice and despise the desire for luxury and wealth.

As long as they judged and lived by Poseidon's laws they and the kingdom prospered. The level of technology reached when Atlantis was at its peak was far superior to our own. Atlantis is believed to have taken technology to very advanced stages, well beyond what exists on our planet today. They had such inventions and devices as air conditioners to overcome deadly and noxious vapors; airless cylinder lamps, tubes of crystal illuminated by the night side forces; electric rifles, guns employing electricity as a propulsive force (rail-guns are similar, and a very new invention); mono-rail transportation; water generators, an instrument for condensing water from the atmosphere; and the Vailx, an aerial ship governed by forces of levitation and repulsion. They used to be the first humans, who invented gun-powder, paper, studied astronomy and learned how to smelt metals. So the people of the fabulous city had already evolved all the trappings of civilization. They could boast of sophisticated culture and a noble society, writing, religion, monument-building - while everyone else was still living in the Stone Age. This Atlantis reigned in peace for centuries, until its people became complacent and greedy.

The Atlanteans used crystals quite extensively. Crystals have the ability to transfer energy, to retain it, to maintain its intensity, to focus and transmit it over great distance to similar receivers as are equal or comparable to the transmitter. Thus, from one pyramid to another the Atlanteans, in a sense, transmitted energy. Atlantean crystals were natural forms, but their growths were speeded up. Some specimens of clear quartz were produced to almost 25 feet high and 10 feet in diameter, had 12 sides and were used for storing and transmitting power. Small crystals, four to five feet high were infused with different colours, and had a varied number of facets were used for different purposes, such as healing, meditation, psychic development, increasing mental capacity, communications, powering generators, dematerialization, and transport of objects, magnetic force fields, and travel at speeds undreamed of by our culture today. All these various crystals received their power from a variety of sources, including the Sun, the Earth's energy grid system, or from each other. The larger stones, called Fire Crystals, were the central receiving and broadcasting stations, while others acted as receivers for individual cities, buildings, vehicles and homes. 

The crystals energy was used for various purposes. At the beginning it was used as purely a spiritual tool by initiates who could handle the great energy. The early Atlanteans were peaceful people. As they developed more physical material bodies, they used the crystal to rejuvenate their bodies and were able to live hundreds of years while maintaining a youthful appearance. Later the Crystal was put to other uses. Currents of energy were transmitted throughout the land, like radio waves, and powered by these, crafts and vehicles traversed the land, through the sky and under the sea at the speed of sound. The Atlanteans became greedier for more power, the operation of the Crystal was taken over by those of less spiritual fortitude, and the energies of the Great Crystal were tuned to higher and more destructive frequencies. Finally the Crystal was tuned too high, activating volcanoes and melting mountains, ultimately causing the submergence of Atlantis, and perhaps even the axis shift of the Earth itself. 

Soon pride overtook the rulers grasping for greater power. The Atlanteans set out to conquer the neighboring civilizations, including Egypt and Greece. They began a war from their homeland in the Atlantic Ocean and sent fighting troops to Europe and Asia. Against this attack the men of Athens formed a coalition from all over Greece to halt it. When this coalition met difficulties their allies deserted them and the Athenians fought alone to defeat the Atlantian rulers. They stopped an invasion of their own country as well as freeing Egypt and eventually every country under the control of the rulers of Atlantis. 

Then Zeus saw the rulers of Atlantis had abandoned the laws of the gods and acted in an evil coalition as men. Angered by their fall from grace, moral degradation and sinful lifestyle Zeus chose to punish them by destroying Atlantis. He assembled all the gods of Olympus around him and was to pronounce judgment on Atlantis. 

Shortly after the Athenians’ victory while they were still on the island of Atlantis, massive earthquakes struck the island and floods rushed in to cover Atlantis. Within a single night and day, a continent the size of Europe, boasting beautiful cities, advanced technology and utopian government was gone without a trace beneath the waves and lost forever, with it the Athenian warriors. This is why the Egyptians were ever grateful to the Athenians. 

In the 19th century scholars tried to explain the tantalizing similarities amongst different far-flung ancient cultures that had no connection with each other - why did so many ancient peoples build pyramids? Why did they write in hieroglyphs? Why was their understanding of astronomy and religion apparently so similar? The popular explanation was that Atlantis was the common source for all civilization that after their homeland was destroyed in a catastrophic flood, 12,000 years ago; the survivors of this super-race then travelled over the world, spreading their knowledge to all.
Part III

Atlantis: Myth or Reality?

 The works of Plato opened the floodgates to endless speculation on whether the continent described was fact or fiction. 

1. A thousand-year dispute has not found an answer to this question. It comes to one: Is it real what was written in the Dialogues of Plato "Timaeus" and "Critias."? Practically all researchers of Atlantis are convinced that Atlantis actually existed. As the proof of this claim they bring a variety of arguments, finding them in Plato’s Dialogues. 

     Critias is Plato’s distant relative. Не told the story of Atlantis as he heard it.  But who told Critias that story? Critias explains that the story was told and retold in his family all the time; first his great-grandfather was told it by his relative who was an Athenian, famous Solon. And he heard that story during his trip from priests of Egypt. 

Evidences For Existence of Atlantis


a) If Atlantis is believed to be Plato’s fiction, so his prominent relatives can be indirectly blamed for deception that seems unlikely, as Solon was a very respected figure in ancient Greece, and we cannot even suppose Plato to attribute false inventions to him. 


b) Also, there is another fact to prove the existence of Atlantis. Plato said that "it was possible to cross this sea at that time." After Atlantis went under the water, "the sea became unnavigable because of shallowing caused by a great deal of silt after island’s sinking." Echo of sailors’ stories is heard in these words, or even perhaps a piece of advice given to those who sailed to the west for the first time. 


c) More than that a description of Atlantis does not contain topography of the mythical but the real sea. Of course the scientist could make up the map of the region, because he had rich imagination. But what did Plato exert so many true details in such a brief passage for? 


However, scientists have found facts in Plato’s Dialogues speaking against the existence of Atlantis. 

Evidences Against Existence of Atlantis


a) First of all, Plato could create the story of Atlantis to express a moral message of ideal societies, a favorite theme of his, hoping to make his political ideas more impressive because of this fantastic story. Plato's purpose was not to pass on stories, but to create stories to teach moral lessons.


b) Secondly, how could Egyptians keep records of the events that happened a thousand year before their own culture appeared? Nobody knows.

c) Plato explained that this story, which he claimed to be true, came from then-200-year-old records of the Greek ruler Solon, who heard of Atlantis from an Egyptian priest.


d) Also, the role of Athens in the legend of Atlantis seems rather confusing. It is stated in Plato’s story that the Atlanteans made a grave mistake by seeking to conquer Greece. They could not withstand the Greeks' military might, and following their defeat, a natural disaster sealed their fate; however in the ninth century B.C. Athens was either uninhabited or inhabited by primitive people. Moreover, no one mentioned the battle between Athens and Atlantis for 9000 years. 



2. Contemporary scholars are concerned about the mystery of the existence of Atlantis as well. Some of them have found evidences of the existence of the great civilization, but others reject them. 

Evidences For Existence of Atlantis


a) On the basis of study of lava deposits a scientist Lewis Spence has set the date of the disaster that could destroy Atlantis 12000 years ago that is very well agreed with Plato’s dating. 


b) Specialists proved the authenticity of an ancient book devoted to the description of wonderful countries existing in the beginning of human history. Atlantis was among of them.

c) Many ancient maps are also known to have Atlantis on them, including the ancient Greek ones studied by Christopher Columbus before he set sail for America. Besides ancient writings from the Aztecs, Myans, Greeks, Egyptians, Spain, India, Tibet, and islands in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans all speak of ancient sunken continents and their connection to them.

 
d) Also in 1969 an ancient manuscript was found in the Library of Leewarden. Its context belonged to the days of Atlantis, to 3449. According to the scientific data this manuscript is about 8000 years old. Many scientists doubted the existence of a written language on those days. However professor of Milan University Radivol Peshic found ancient sings of a written language on the banks of the Danube River. Then he studied archaeological discoveries of that area and made up the world's oldest alphabet of 48 signs. So, the ancient manuscript could be written in the time of Atlantis. 

e) A pyramid explored by Dr Ray Brown on the sea floor off the Bahamas in 1970. Brown was accompanied by 4 divers who also found roads, domes, rectangular buildings, unidentified metallic instruments, and a statue holding a "mysterious" crystal containing miniature pyramids. The metal devices and crystals were taken to Florida for analysis at a university there. What was discovered was that the crystal amplified energy that passed through it.

f) A 1977 report of a huge pyramid found off Cay Sal in the Bahamas about 150 feet underwater, photographed by Ari Marshall's expedition. The pyramid was about 650 feet high. Mysteriously the surrounding water was lit by sparkling white water flowing out of the openings in the pyramid and surrounded by green water, instead of the black water everywhere else at that depth.

 However, there are facts that prove that Atlantis could not exist. 


a) First of all, there are no archaeological proofs for the theory of the Atlantic link between Europe/ Africa on the one hand and North and South America on the other hand. If indeed the civilizations had spread from the center of the Atlantic Ocean, then at least we could find similar ceramics on both sides of the ocean. But we cannot. 


b) Secondly, if the theory of plate tectonics is fair, then when we join both Americas, European and African continents in a single continent, as they are supposed to have been, there is no place for another continent Atlantis in the middle. 

c) Thirdly, today Atlantis has been "discovered" in many places. For example, in the North America, Ceylon, Spain,  Malta, Nigeria, Arctic, Antarctic, in the east Prussia, in the Baltic sea, Greenland, in the south of the Pacific Ocean, Crimea, West Indies, Sweden, Britain, Aegean Sea. Where is its real location? Nobody knows.

d) And fourthly, doubt the time period of the story. Solon writes the island existed 9000 years before. This would place the time period in the Early Stone Age. In this period it is hard to imagine the type of agriculture, architecture and sea navigation described in the story. One explanation for this time period inconsistency is that Solon misinterpreted the Egyptian symbol for "100" for "1000." If this be the case then Atlantis would have existed 900 years before. This would place the Atlanteans in the Middle Bronze Age where they would possess the tools and equipment needed for the development described within the story. 

 Careful examining of all the arguments "for" and "against" the existence of Atlantis does not let us make true, indisputable conclusions if Atlantis is a myth or reality.

3.  But I think there are three strong evidences for the existence of Atlantis and it is very difficult to argue with them: 
• eels’ migration; 
• birds’ migration;  
• coins from Atlantis. 


a) So, the eel migration. An eel’s life cycle consists of three stages: spawn, larva and mature, old fish. Eels begin their life in the Sargasso Sea. The Sargasso Sea feeds and protects them. After becoming a transparent larval and gradually eels get out of the Sargasso Sea and fall into the Gulf Stream that brings them to the distant shores of Europe. This trip lasts three years. Near Europe eels are divided into 2 groups: females enter freshwater rivers and move against the stream, and males remain in the sea, where they wait for the return of females. Females remain in freshwater rivers from 5 to 10 years, where they become mature. Then mature females swim down to the sea where they meet males. Then a large school of eels return to their native sea. 

Near the coast hungry seabirds attack them and on the open sea they are attacked by dolphins and predatory fish. Eels swim at great depth, perhaps in cold streams going in the opposite direction of the Gulf Stream. When they get to the Sargasso Sea they spawn and then die. 

Why do eels swim such a long and risky way? Scientists suggest that earlier there was a huge island Atlantis between North America and Europe. 

The current of the Gulf Stream started flowing from the eastern coast of North America and was hindered by the west coast of the island and sent back to the vortex that circulated around the Sargasso Sea. Thanks to of this vortex eels could easily get into the fresh waters of Atlantis and North America. And they did not have to set off on such a long and dangerous journey to Europe. The only thing eels should do is to entrust the Gulf Stream and drift with the Stream. Once the barrier-island disappeared and the vortex of the Gulf Stream vanished with it as well. But eels do not even suspect that neither Atlantis nor vortex exists anymore.  By force of their instincts the Larvae still entrust Gulf Stream, despite the fact that instead of life-saving Sargasso it drags them through the entire ocean to the distant shores of Europe. It’s widely known that instincts aren’t controlled by the reason.


b) Second undeniable proof of the existence of Atlantis is the annual bird migration across the ocean, from Europe to South America.

 They take a very long and unbearably hard trip while there is no need for it. Some of them die; others have huge callosities under their wings. Sometimes the size of some callosities is identical to the size of a grown-up man’s fist. They could just fly from cold Europe to the south of Asia or Africa. Why do they fly so far? There is the only answer: In ancient times birds’ destination was much closer: it was a warm island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, which does not exist anymore. So birds have to fly further and further to America by force of the instinct. 


c) And finally, the third, the most remarkable proof of the existence of Atlantis is coins from the legendary island.

 The great scientist Heinrich Schliemann, who excavated Homeric Troy and discovered the ancient Tibetan manuscript telling about Mu continent, wanted to study Atlantis as well, but he did not manage to do it. He died. While dying he gave his friends an envelope. In his letter Heinrich Schliemann said that he believed in the existence of Atlantis, because during Troy excavation he had found a bronze vase with small coins and other items with Egyptian hieroglyphs written on them: "From Chronos, the king of Atlantis"! Then Paul Schliemann the great scientist’s grandson went to Egypt and began excavations in the ruins of a temple in Sais. Soon he found many coins of Atlantis. Then he travelled to Central America and found exactly the same coins there. Unfortunately, Paul Schliemann did not receive such recognition like his grandfather did. Scientists did not appreciate his discoveries. And priceless collection of Atlantis coins was lost.

Conclusion

The enduring question that is already two millennia old, whether Plato’s account of Atlantis is a description of an actual civilization that sunk beneath the waves or a tantalizing tale that rose up wholly from the depths of the Athenian philosopher’s imagination is still without a concrete answer.

The investigated data don’t let us say for certain that the lost continent is only a myth.

So the legend of Atlantis is a huge collection of theories and guesses. While there is no definite answer any version “for” and “against” of Atlantis mentioned above has the right to exist. 

Perhaps Atlantis really does exist, and simply wait, hidden and sleeping through the centuries, waiting for someone to find it and prove the legend true. This wonderful riddle will attract a lot of scientists until the existence of the lost continent is either proven or disproven.

Bibliography
Книги:

1. Бейджент М. Запретная археология / Пер. с англ. А. Озерова // История Атлантиды. – М.: Эксмо, 2007. – С.185 – 216.

2. Востокова Е. Загадки утерянной Атлантиды. – Ростов н/Д.: Феникс, 2005. – 256с.

3. Джеймс П., Торп Н. Тайны древних цивилизаций. Энциклопедия самых интригующих загадок прошлого / Пер. с англ. К. Савельева // Атлантида – утраченная или вновь обретённая? – М.: Эксмо, 2007. – С.35–61.

4. Калашников В.Энциклопедия тайн и загадок // Между Африкой и Америкой. – М.: Белый город, 2007. – С.24–25.                       

5. Кэрролл, Роберт Т. Энциклопедия заблуждений: собрание невероятных фактов, занимательных обманов и опасных поверий / Пер. с англ. Ю.Т. Ефанова, Я.А. Лебеденко // Атлантида. – М.: Издательский дом «Вильямс», 2005. – С.49–52.

6. Мук О. Небесный меч над Атлантидой. – М.: Вече, 2007. – 320с. 

7. Enigma. Затерянные страны мира / Пер. с нем. К.Ф.Лунина. //Атлантида – потерянный рай.– М.: ООО ТД «Издательство Мир книги», 2007. – С.8–11.

Ресурсы удалённого доступа:

1. http://www.earth-history.com/Atlantis/ – Earth's Ancient History. A Website dedicated to Ancient Times

2. http://www.atlantishistory.net/index.htm – Atlantis History

3. http://www.occultopedia.com/a/atlantis.htm – Atlantis

4. http://www.atlan.org/articles/corroborating_evidence/index.html – corroborating evidence on the reality of Atlantis

5. http://www.triumphpro.com/atlantis2.htm – The Lost Continent of ATLANTIS - Found at Last!

6. http://www.unmuseum.org/atlantis.htm – The Lost Continent:
7. http://atlantis.haktanir.org/ – LOST CONTINENT OF ATLANTIS: Myth or Reality

8. http://www.atlan.org/articles/true_history/ – the true history of Atlantis
Theses

Atlantis is one of the most fascinating of all historical mysteries. It was first written about by the Greek philosopher Plato over 2000 years ago. The myth of the lost civilization has attracted the speculation of thousands of scholars, scientists, researchers, for example: Greek thinkers Aristotle, Pliny, Plutarch, Herodotus,  the brilliant English philosopher Sir Francis Bacon, Minnesota congressman Ignatius Donnelly, famous psychic and occultist Edgar Cayce and the nineteenth century mystic Helen Blavatsky. Although they devoted their lives to studying Atlantis, nobody could answer if Atlantis really existed or it is just a myth. I take a keen interest in finding an answer to this question as well. Taking into consideration the fact that there are no indisputable proofs of the existence of the lost continent in scientific researches, the aims of this investigation are:

3) to analyse all available sources of information to separate facts from fiction in the enduring legend of Atlantis;

4) to find  the answer to the question ”Is the legendary island   just a myth or the ancient civilization  really did exist?”.

   The purposes of the report are:

4) to make a careful study of scientific articles and publications on the topic;

5) to carry out an internet search for the data wanted;

6) to analyse the findings.

So what do we actually know about Atlantis and its demise? According to Plato, Atlantis was a great island approximately 700 kilometers across, situated in the Atlantic Ocean, beyond the ‘Pillars of Heracles’, now the Strait of Gibraltar.  Its powerful and remarkable dynasty of kings arose directly from Poseidon, the god of sea and earthquakes.   Poseidon chose for a wife the mortal woman Cleito, and with her the royal family of Atlantis began. Poseidon built Cleito's home on a high hill in the center of the island, surrounding the house with five concentric rings of water and land. Poseidon sat down laws for Atlanteans to follow. They were to keep noble way of thinking, to be tolerant to each other, to appreciate the cardinal virtues: prudence, fortitude, temperance, justice and despise the desire for luxury and wealth. As long as they lived according to Poseidon's laws the kingdom prospered. When Atlantis reached the peak of its development the level of its technology was far superior to our own one. Their inventions and devices are air conditioners, electric rifles, mono-rail transportation, water generators, gun-powder and monument-building. They could boast of sophisticated culture and a noble society - while everyone was still living in the Stone Age. The Atlanteans used crystals for healing, meditation, psychic development, rejuvenating their bodies to live hundreds of years. Such Atlantis reigned in peace for centuries, until its people became complacent and greedy for greater power. So the Atlanteans set out to conquer the neighboring civilizations: Egypt and Greece.    Angered by the Atlanteans’, moral degradation and sinful lifestyle Zeus punished them by destroying Atlantis. Massive earthquakes struck the island and floods rushed in to cover Atlantis. During a single night and day, a continent the size of Europe, boasting beautiful cities, advanced technology was gone without a trace beneath the waves and lost forever.

So Atlantis: myth or reality? Plato’s works opened the floodgates to endless speculation on whether the continent described was a fact or fiction. A thousand-year dispute has not found an answer. Some researchers are convinced that Atlantis existed. As the proof they bring the following arguments:

1. If Atlantis is Plato’s fiction, his prominent relatives are indirectly blamed for deception.

2. It was possible to cross the sea at that time. The sea became unnavigable only after island’s sinking because of a great deal of silt. 

3. The description of Atlantis contains topography of the real sea.

4. Studying of lava deposits a scientist Lewis Spence has set the date of the disaster – 12000 years ago. It is very well agreed with Plato’s dating. 

5. Many ancient maps had Atlantis on them, including Greek ones.

6. The context of an ancient manuscript belonged to the days of Atlantis.

7. Sea floor findings: In 1970 Dr Ray Brown found roads, domes, rectangular buildings, unidentified metallic instruments and a statue holding a "mysterious" crystal on the sea floor off the Bahamas.

8. In 1977 a huge pyramid was found off Cay Sal in the Bahamas. The pyramid was about 650 feet high. Mysteriously the surrounding water was sparkling and white instead of being black everywhere at that depth.

   However, there are facts proving Atlantis could not exist:

1. First of all, Plato could create the story of Atlantis to express a moral message of an ideal society.

2. Egyptians couldn’t keep records of the events happened a thousand year before their own culture appeared.

3. It’s stated in Plato’s story that the Atlanteans could not withstand the Greek’s military might. But in the ninth century B.C. Athens was either uninhabited or inhabited by primitive people.  

4. There are no archaeological proofs for  the Atlantic link between Europe/Africa, North and South America  

5. If we join both Americas, European and African continents in a single continent, as they are supposed to have been, there is no place for Atlantis in the middle.

6. Today Atlantis has been "discovered" in many places: in the North America, Ceylon, Spain, Malta, Nigeria, Arctic, in the Baltic sea, Greenland. Where is its real location? Nobody knows.

7. The time period of the story described is still in doubt. 12000 years ago is the Early Stone Age. In this period it is hard to imagine such a high level of agriculture, architecture and sea navigation as depictured in the story. It is more the Middle Bronze Age.
Careful examination of all the arguments "for" and "against" the existence of the island does not let us make the indisputable conclusion that Atlantis is a myth or reality. But I believe there are some evidences proving that Atlantis is reality. They are: 
• eels’ migration; 
• birds’ migration; 
• coins from Atlantis

1. So, the eel migration. After becoming larvae eels get out of the Sargasso Sea and fall into the Gulf Stream bringing them to the distant shores of Europe. Why do eels swim such a long and risky way? Scientists suggest that earlier there was a huge island Atlantis between North America and Europe. The current of the Gulf Stream was hindered by the west coast of the island and sent back to the vortex that circulated around the Sargasso Sea. But the barrier-island and the vortex of the Gulf Stream disappeared. Only by force of their instincts the Larvae entrust Gulf Stream dragging them through the entire ocean to the distant shores of Europe. 

2. Second undeniable proof is the annual bird migration across the ocean, from Europe to South America. They take a very long and unbearably hard trip while there is no need for it. They could just fly from cold Europe to Africa. Why do they fly so far? There is the only answer: In ancient times birds’ destination was much closer: it was a warm island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, which does not exist anymore. 

3. And finally, the third, the most remarkable proof of the existence of Atlantis is coins from the legendary island. The great scientist Heinrich Schliemann said that he believed in the existence of Atlantis, because during Troy excavation he had found a bronze vase with small coins written on them: "From Chronos, the king of Atlantis"! Then Paul Schliemann the great scientist’s grandson went to Egypt and found many coins of Atlantis in the ruins of a temple in Sais. In Central America he found exactly the same coins. Unfortunately, the priceless collection of Atlantis coins was lost, because Paul Schliemann was killed during the World War the Second. 

The enduring question whether Plato’s account of Atlantis is a description of an actual civilization that sunk beneath the waves or a tantalizing story that that rose up wholly from the depths of the Athenian philosopher’s imagination is still without a concrete answer. The investigated data don’t let us say for certain that the lost continent is only a myth. So the legend of Atlantis is a huge collection of guesses. While there is no definite answer any version mentioned above has the right to exist. Perhaps Atlantis really does exist, and simply wait, hidden and sleeping through the centuries, waiting for someone to find it and prove the legend true. This wonderful riddle will attract a lot of scientists until the existence of the lost continent is proven or disproven.

