Welcome to the District of Kanash!

(continued)
                  THE RAILWAY STATION AND TOWN OF  KANASH
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At the end of the 19th century there was a small railway station called “Shikhrany”.

In 1925 the station became a town. The town got the name “Kanash” (“Soviet” in Russian).  Now Kanash is an industrial town with the population of about 50,000 people. Today’s Kanash is one of the greenest and cleanest small towns in Russia. 
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Nikolsky Church is one of the                     The Palace of Culture was built soon

   oldest buildings in Kanash                              after the Great Patriotic War
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These are more modern administrative buildings
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 The Town of Kanash  (Factfile)

 (From Wikipedia,  a  free encyclopedia)

 Coat of arms of Kanash
Kanash (Russian: Кана́ш) is a town in the Chuvash Republic, Russia, and administrative center of Kanashsky District, located 76 kilometers (47 mi) from Chuvashia's capital city of Cheboksary.

Kanash was founded in 1891. Between 1891 and 1925 it was called Shikhrany (Шихраны). Population: 50,593 (2002 Census); 54,585 (1989 Census.) Area: 18.5 square kilometers (7.1 sq mi). Kanash is located at a major railway junction.

The town's history is closely linked to the development of the railway. The Moscow–Kazan line was completed, except the Imperatorsky Romanovsky railway bridge across the Volga, in December of 1884. It ran from Moscow Kazan Railway station through Ryazan, Ruzayevka, Saransk, and Alatyr. 
The station of Shikhrany was opened at the site of present-day Kanash, 225 versts (240 km) from Timiryazevo, which was later renamed to Romodanovo, a railway junction in present day Republic of Mordovia. The station was then surrounded by woodland. It became a convenient production point for the timber industry, and windmills were built in the area. In 1911, there were more than forty trading firms in Shikhrany. In 1912, a primary school was opened, and in 1914—a middle school. In 1919, Shikhrany station became a railway junction, when the Arzamas–Shikhrany line (245 versts) was completed and opened to full traffic after River Tsarkli and Mokry bridges had been constructed. (The line had been in restricted use with limited car loads since summer 1917.)

By 1925, when Kanash was granted town status, its population was 2,323.

A second station was built in 1926 for goods transit. The first power station, which supplied electricity to the railway station, portions of the town, and thirteen nearby villages, was constructed in 1929.

Construction of the Kanash–Cheboksary line began in 1939, bringing the number of lines connecting Kanash up to four.

During World War II, railway production facilities and transit capacity were substantially increased.

From the 1950s to the 1970s, local industry was diversified. Factories producing furniture, tools, polymers, and plastics, and car repair factories were built.

                              We Are Proud of Mikhail Sespel 
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                                                           Mikhail Sespel (Sespel Mishi) is a great Chuvash poet. He was born in 1899 in the village of Kazakkassy which is called after him now. His real surname was Kuzmin. Misha was brought up by his mother. The family had a very hard life, but Misha was       

The village of Sespel             able to finish Shikhazany Secondary School. He wrote his first verses when he was a student of this school. By the way, it is also called after Mikhail Sespel.
                                                                               Shikhazany Secondary School 
                                                                                      named after M. Sespel
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He continued his studies at Tetyushi Teachers Training Seminary. He was one of the first to join the Komsomol.

 
Mikhail Sespel returned to Chuvashia in 1918 and became an active revolutionary and one of the leaders of the Komsomol in the region. Soon he was appointed the Chairman of the Chuvash Revolutionary Tribunal.

         Sespel’s poems call Chuvash people to fight for equality, justice, freedom and happiness. 

         The young poet died in the Ukraine in 1922. 

[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]e e —



         There are monuments to Mikhail Sespel in Cheboksary and in the town of Ostyer. Thousands of tourists from Russia, the Ukraine and from abroad visit the poet’s memorial in his native village.           
                                                                                                

        The Museum of Sespel and the monument to the poet in his native village 

