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1. Introduction

The amount of information increases rather quickly nowadays. Cross cultural contacts are typical for our life. People broaden their outlook, learn more about foreign countries, find out the ways of cooperation between their own country and other countries in the world, and try to understand the way other people think.

This process involves teenagers too. These days’ kids can chat online with friends thousands of miles away. They can read a lot of magazines and watch a great variety of TV programmes. Such great amount of information is sometimes difficult to follow. It is not easy for a person to find his or her place in this world. 

School № 91 is located in Chkalovski district not far from the Uktus Mountains. It is situated in a rather closed community. It is an old school with long history and its own traditions. One of the most specific features of our school is it’s being a home and a family for pupils, their parents and teachers. It is really so, as about 30% of the stuff and 50% of today’s parents have graduated from this school. Nowadays the school faces a number of problems. Historical isolation of the neighbourhood, relatively long distance from the centre and quite low social status of majority of the families caused low cultural level, limited outlook and lack of awareness of the constant changes in the world. The construction of Ekaterininski Trade & Entertainment Centre has contributed to the solution of the unemployment problem in the neighbourhood and gives a large variety of entertainment but the problem of cultural and moral values remains one of the most urgent. In this connection one of the tasks of the school is to teach the child to perceive the information, to comprehend and creatively choose it. Very often it is necessary to inform teachers, pupils and their parents, residents of our community about the important and interesting events in our school life, give the ideas of new trends in up-bringing, influence the public opinion on certain points. That’s why our school is working on the project “Creation of the united informational and educational school space as a means of involving the family in the process of its cultural development”. 

School Council and School Scientific Society “We” take an active part in the realization of this project. They help to gather information, conduct surveys, and interpret the received data. Analyzing our participation in these activities we have come across the problem of absence of means that can inform the neighbourhood of our doings and their results. 

The question is: “Is the school able to unite the community and to become its cultural and educational centre?” 

Our idea is that one of the most effective ways is the school newspaper which is periodically let out, containing news, constant sections and announcements on different themes. Work on its creation will help to reveal the active, cute and gifted pupils, teachers and parents, will unite people of different ages, caring about school problems. Besides making the school newspaper should contribute to the development of positive traditions in school life.

That’s why the theme of the project work is “School newspaper as a means of turning the school into a cultural and educational centre of the community”.

The objective is defining certain steps and working out the plan for making a school newspaper.

In order to achieve the objective we set the following tasks:

· to study the literature on the topic that is available on the internet and in the libraries and summarize the valuable information;

· to make needs analysis of the community;

· to share the ideas with the school authorities, School Council and School Scientific Society;

· to conduct a survey on the necessity and the supposed content and framework of the school newspaper that we are planning to organize;

· to work out the plan for making the school newspaper.

The object of the project is the process of turning the school into a cultural and educational centre of the community.

The subject is the school newspaper as a source of information and providing relationship among all the participants of the educational process.

While working on the project we are going to prove the following hypothesis:

The school newspaper is one of the effective ways of turning the school into a cultural and educational centre of the community.

The following methods are supposed to be used in the work:

· analyses; 

· synthesis;

· questioning;

· prognosis;

· modeling;

· discussion;

· observation;

· comparison.
2.  From the experience of making newspapers

2.1 Newspapers in our life

Mass media play an important role in the modern society. We live in the era of information; nowadays information can be more valuable than money. We live in the era of information explosion. Every day we learn more facts that a man of the 19th century learnt in a week or in a month. The information is necessary for our life, work and entertainment. That's why mass media are so important. They inform the population, advertise, entertain and help people find each other. Mass media are newspapers, radio, television and the Internet.

Newspapers appeared the first of the listed. The first Russian newspaper was issued in 1702 on the initiative of Peter the Great. It was entitled “Gazette” (“Vedomosty”). Today Russia can be proud of the variety of newspapers circulating throughout the country. On the news stalls one can find newspapers of all kinds: national and local, official and private, quality and popular, newspapers issued for children, teenagers, people of different trends, for fans: sport fans, car fans, etc. today there are a lot of local and professional newspapers in Russia. Newspapers are sold in the streets all around the city, but you can also subscribe to any paper you like at the post-office. [12,C.;13,C.]
It is almost impossible to classify all Russian newspapers into two big groups: quality and popular. It is possible to name the newspapers and the bodies responsible for the issue of this or that newspaper to illustrate the variety of modern Russian press. “Uralski Rabochiy” is a social and political newspaper of the Russian youth; “Arguments and Facts” is an independent newspaper; “Evening Yekaterinburg” is an independent people’s newspaper; “The Red Star” is the newspaper of the Defense Ministry. There are daily and weekly papers. Some of the Russian newspapers are issued in two formats: daily (from Monday to Friday) and weekly (Sunday issues). Many people buy newspapers or get a copy of a free newspaper such as “”Our newspaper” for the sake of TV schedule. It was interesting to find out that English people buy thick papers and read only a part of a newspaper, the part that interests them. Russian people usually read newspapers though, from the very beginning to the very end. Most people are interested in rumours, so newspapers publish articles on design, make-up, clothes, and perfumes and so on, giving examples and advice of famous people - actresses, singers, and political figures.

2.2 Types of school newspapers

Nowadays school leavers are supposed to be active members of the society, to possess certain amount of knowledge, take the initiative, and acquire the ability to make decisions. The school life should be organized in such a way as to give the pupils the opportunity to apply the received knowledge to practice. It is especially important for teenagers as they are trying to take an active part in the adult life due to their age peculiarities. So there is a real necessity to involve teenagers into the adult life. There are various ways to manage to perceive the amount of information. The organization of young correspondents’ groups is one of the ways. They can’t obviously compete with the modern mass media on speed of reaction and quality of presentations. They are not of the concern. One of the possibilities is a school newspaper.

The newspaper is a way of association of children of different ages. It helps to form public opinion at school, serves a means of development of child’s personality, and promotes a sense of collectiveness. Youth press is becoming a common phenomenon in our life. 

The idea of creating the newspaper at school is not new. In many educational establishments there are their own periodicals and radio stations. Very useful experience was accumulated in the Crimea. The project was organized with the support of Westminster Fund for Democracy (London), National Contribution to Democracy (Washington) and Education for Democracy Fund (Warsaw). Since 1999 there have been more than 80 seminars on making a school newspaper. At present about 30 schools keep on editing their own papers. Some of them are printed, some are manuscripts. In some schools parents are also involved into the process of making a newspaper. They take part in designing a draft and editing a paper. They buy paper and other things necessary for the process and help find the most important and interesting topics for discussion on the newspaper pages. Such cooperation is very useful. It helps to unite pupils, teachers and parents. International projects give the possibility to take part in exchange programmes. Pupils from villages Golubinka, Azovskoye, Sinitsyno and Pervomaiskoe successfully took part in the exchange programmes with Poland. School from the village of Nauchnoye in Bakhchisaraiski district is an associated member of UNESCO. International support helps Ukrainian pupils organize regional festivals of school newspapers and take part in international contests. [5; 7]
There are several types of school newspapers.

· Supplement is a kind of a newspaper that is made on some topic (sport, national traditions, natural science, etc.) and published together with the main issue.

· Urgent issue (in Russia it is called “molnia”) is a special type of a newspaper, that contains urgent information on one or several events in school or class life. It is usually issued 

· before some important event when it is necessary to think it over and decide how to make it in the best way possible;

· when there is a unforeseen situation in the class or in the school and a brainstorming is required in order to find the way out;

· when something extraordinary happened. It is a good idea to put a mailbox next to the newspaper for suggestions, wishes, opinions that can appear in response to the issue. 

It should be remembered that each urgent issue must be unique. Bright colours, eye-catching heading, and unusual even shocking pictures or photographs are quite OK here. An urgent issue shouldn’t hang for a long time. And the most important thing, it shouldn’t be edited on some insignificant events.

· “Battle-sheet” is issued right in the site where some event is taking place. The idea of such a paper is put in its name. “Battle” here means speed and effectiveness while “sheet” appeals to the content that must be limited to only one or two articles. There may be an interview, an article, a sketch or something of the kind, issued during some labour or social activity, meeting or sport competition. It is useful to do certain preparations beforehand (variants of headings, design, drawings, etc.). Such papers can be written on bright paper that will catch readers’ attention. The “battle-sheet” is effective only if it is brief, expresses clear ideas and precise facts. 

· “Living newspaper” appeared first during the Civil War when there were not so many literate people but a lot of those who were interested in politics. That’s why there appeared a paper that didn’t have to be read but watched and listened to. Such an unusual paper is popular nowadays too. A “living newspaper” consists of a series of short performances on the same topic. It helps to solve up-to-date problems such as of ecology, peace etc. The programme of a “living paper” may resemble that of a printed one. There may have a heading, news items, articles, humour page. It can be demonstrated with the help of placards, slogans, short plays, dances, reciting, shadow puppets, caricatures and so on.  A good “living paper” should be topical.
· A bulletin is a short news broadcast. It usually informs the readers about how some event is going. A bulletin gives the ideas of the most important moments, some estimations and results. A bulletin is issued during festivals, competitions, press-conferences etc. and tells about their participants and guests. All the items are brief and are written in a telegraph style.
· Exchange issue is a paper that is made for a group of friends or a school you are friends with. In is usually designed together with the editorial board of the friendly school. The purpose of such activity is to help your friends in making good papers and learn themselves. [3; 8]
2.3 The concept of teenage school 

The process of making the newspaper is regulated by certain rules and concepts. One of them is the concept of teenage school suggested by Moscow association of developmental teaching directed by B.D. Elkonyn. This circumstance makes the work theoretically proved and sensible and provides an adaptable space for transition in the world of adults. B.D. Elkonyn suggested the idea of the framework approach. The main idea of the approach is that every purpose has its own horizon of action and is a certain stage in achievement of one overall aim – a limiting framework. According to B.D. Elkonyn there are six stages. [16]
· The first stage (a limiting framework) is anthropological. It assumes development of a certain type of the personality. 

· The second stage is connected with the ability of a teenager to solve problems and undertake such actions which would allow the person to find his or her own place in the adult world. 

· The third stage is a framework of instrumental knowledge which makes it possible to produce something new. 

· The fourth stage is teenager’s action that enables him to express his own point of view. 

· The fifth stage is the sphere of pupils’ activity connected with research, solving problems, composing. 

· The sixth stage is participation of schoolchildren in applied activities.

The framework approach in achievement the aim enables, on the one hand, to see prospective of the activity, and on the other hand, to operate within the limits accessible today. It prevents teenagers from unnecessary aspiration to achieve the aims which are still alien to them, but are desirable for adults. The structure of work allows keeping diversity of pupils’ activity making it realistic.  

The idea suggested by B.D. Elkonyn was put into practice by the initiative group of teachers and pupils in the village of Luchegorsk in Primorski region. They found out that the project presents a plenty of functional roles. Its dynamism and manifold ideas allow involving a great number of participants. Both collective and individual works are accepted. The given activity allows solving both interpersonal problems of pupils, and intrapersonal ones of a certain teenager. 

Analyzing the results of such activities the authors of the project came to the conclusion that the hypothesis about developing character of teenage school has real practical acknowledgement. One more important point of this theory is that the activity of the kind changes relations between adults and teenagers (teachers and pupils, parents and children). It provides cooperation between them and there is a hope that it will be possible to create the atmosphere of cooperation, mutual understanding and respect within the school in the nearest future.

Let us correlate the purposes of teenage school and the concept of the school newspaper.

1. The anthropological (limiting) framework. 

Certainly, participation in the newspaper editing does not develop a certain type of personality. Nevertheless the concept of practical activities assumes the limiting educational purpose. The limiting framework of our work is development of a strong and respectable personality, a person who has an ability to admire and see a miracle every day. Such basis provides the development of the following personal abilities:

· to make a choice ant take a decision; 

·  to be responsible for these decisions, for oneself and for one’s doings; 

·  to be independent.

The last ability is especially important, as it is not typical for the majority of Russian people. They usually tend to an opposite pole of a scale - to a deep sincere contact with the other person. But any loss of the partner can become a personal tragedy as we lack the culture of autonomy.

Besides, the limiting purpose is to form such kind of motivation when the person, leaving school, realizes where his place in life is. 

2. The second area, which is a cultural-age framework, is based on the ideas of “cultural age” suggested by L.S. Vygotski and D.B. Elkonyn. The teenage cultural-historical crisis reflects essential features and calls of the time. 

The main psychological formation, according to the concept of teenage school, is based on concept of “Another as Another ". In this connection there arises a problem of self-determination or a problem of personal (suitable) action. The creation of the school newspaper, in the authors’ opinion, lies within the limits of the given framework. This work is connected with correlation of one’s plans and creative ideas with perception of these plans and ideas by other people. These “other people” may be either peers, senior students or adults (teachers, parents). Realization of each plan is connected with some research and a certain decision-making. Leaving the supposed limits is another stage of the work. This is the complete realization of the plan. The newspaper needs to be sold. And what is desirable not only inside the school, but also outside it. Moreover, the newspaper should be interesting enough to draw the sponsors’ attention. Sponsors’ support can help to make the game completed as it allows paying a salary to the newspaper stuff.

 Work within the limits of the given framework is the main purpose in organization of the activity.

3. The third area concerns acquisition of instrumental knowledge. Teenage knowledge is active knowledge; it serves a means of cognition something new. By means of familiar notion a teenager tries to test something new. 

Modeling should become the basic activity in teenage teaching. (Davydov V.V., Repkin V.V.), and a model is the basic subject and the main construction of training. According to the idea of teenage school, transformation of objective knowledge into instrumental one makes the main concept of training. Practically all the elements in the process of making the newspaper are connected with similar transformation. For example, it is preparation of printing material.

Writing poems requires more profound knowledge on literature. 6- and 7-graders who start writing poems come to consult with their teachers about the rhythm, correct selection of words, etc. They have to address references, pieces of classical literature to find samples of poem making there. 

Pupils of the senior classes doing certain research work, use knowledge on history, ecology and other subjects. Computer design of the newspaper allows not only using knowledge on computer science, but also enlarging it. It is necessary to compensate the money spent on making the paper and earn some more in order to develop it in the future. That is why they need knowledge in economics. To make the paper popular among the readers the stuff should thoroughly think about interesting ideas and attractive design. Some teenage newspapers attract sponsors by publishing their advertisements.

4. The fourth area is a framework that forms a way of action. A number of activities on making the newspaper help to test a theoretical scheme. It can be the scheme of a business case, interaction with the world, etc. Such practical activities model adult life situations, allow transforming knowledge, observation, and points of view into a certain product, printed material reflecting the opinion of a certain age group.

5. The fifth area deals with types of activities in teenage school. There are four basic types of activities there. 

· studying, research; 

· productive forms (writing, painting); 

· problems solving; 

· proofs and reasoning. 

In making the newspaper, activities of type 1, 2 and 4 are used. Today the work is organized within the limits of the given framework. A number of pupils manage to formulate their point of view, and declare their position. The position is understood not only as a pupil’s opinion, but a piece of creative work which reflects certain perception of life. 

6. The sixth area is a framework of technique. According to the idea of teenage school is an inclusion of a single action into actions of others. In the case of making the newspaper it is pupil’s participation in practical activities, realization of his role in them. 

Every issue of the newspaper is supposed to reveal some kind of the task connected with necessity to discuss a certain theme. The theme allows uniting pupils’ notes with one general idea, and directs their activities. For example, the first issue publishes presentations of separate pupils or classes, shows their links with the world which is both the world of adults, and the world of peers. The next issue theme is preparation for a holiday. Such tasks are defined by the project coordinator. Further steps are discussed together with the stuff and all together they decide how the problem can be solved. Here they can discuss headings, ideas to be implemented, possible research that can be useful.

The concept of the edition supposes work in humanistic traditions. Any material, where the author’s position is presented, should be stated in the form of "I-statement". Any "other" is valuable. The criticism is possible, but it should not be offensive. The newspaper is not political and proclaims neither any parties’ ideas nor religious views. Nevertheless there are certain priorities. The edition reflects events, phenomena, opinions from the point of view of universal values: peace, kindness, tolerance, a healthy way of life, etc. It is possible to use only standard vocabulary but one can also write some note in informal style typical of that age group. Articles should be cheerful and optimistic. 

The key problem of the contents of training at teenage school is a search for a way of action. There are three parts in the contents:

1. subject-notion structure of a subject; 

2. logical or psychological analysis of a way of the pupil’s action (search); 

3. methods of teaching connected with the standard of stating an educational problem. 

The first area concerns the category of knowledge. The basis of knowledge is a notion. The origin of knowledge is a thought which does not reflect a reality, but refracts transforms it. Thus, knowledge is not reflection but transformation. 

Secondly, transformation takes place in a sign form that is in a text. Thirdly, transformation is carried out by means of notion, which is a reflection of reality. The form of knowledge is an action of a person. Making the newspaper induces pupils to apply general knowledge and notions to comprehend reality. The necessity to produce this reality in a written form and to make it interesting for other people forces pupils to transform this reality into a personal point of view, into a position. 

The second area deals with the pupil’s position. Psychologically the position is, on the one hand, position of the observer, and on the other it is observation not “from inside”, but “from the other". 

The third area is connected with concept of a touchstone. In the authors’ opinion, the teenage newspaper is a touchstone in the development of pupils’ creativity.

According to the concept of teenage school, organizational forms should stimulate the thinking development. These should be forms of stimulating thinking. The suggested situations should provide the appearance of theoretical thinking. These situations help to change the whole school life of a pupil, his way of perception the reality. According to the research made by G.A.Tsukerman and Z.N.Novljanskaya the basic direction of children's initiatives and self-movement is in the field of relations, which is the psychological and social field. Accordingly, organizational forms in secondary school should provide initiative. There are two ways of such organizational forms: 

1. The first way is a way of pupils’ initiative. It comes from intellectual needs. We can illustrate this way with an example from Z.N.Novljanskaya and G.N.Kudina's experience. Several years ago the pupils decided to make a newspaper for their Literature lessons. The experiment lasted for one and a half year. There were three competing editorial boards in the class. Each of them edited their own newspaper and looked for their own readers and authors.

2. The second way is when the adult brings new ideas into a teenage life. These ideas are intended to help teenagers to solve their social and psychological problems and fulfill the tasks of their life tasks. An example here is the experimental course in School Psychology created by G.A.Tsukerman.

In case of the teenage school the idea of the newspaper making comes from the adults. But it was turned into a role play by the teenagers. It started in the senior classes at Social Studies lessons when teenagers took part in “president elections”. It was a team work and pupils acquired valuable experience when asking opposite teams tricky questions, discussing parties’ political ideas. They learned to interpret various events, express their point of view, and participate in public life and influence public opinion.

In junior high school pupils wrote poems, and spoke about their hobbies. They were eager to be heard, to feel that adults are interested in their life. However the need to express themselves with the help of literary art was typical for the children from were quite successful at school. The so called “difficult” children sometimes tried to show off. They were not afraid to be ridiculous, not clear for adults. This observation was also taken into consideration in the role play. At that age there appeared one more need. It is supposed to be connected with the feeling of being adult. Teenagers need to earn money. This need is characteristic of those who usually have pocket money and those whose families suffer from financial problems. This need is satisfied in different ways.  “Safe” children tried to collect metal, or bottles and earn some money in this way, “difficult” ones took money from their peers. Such behaviour reflects contradictions of the adult world.

The idea of the role play was suggested by the adults according to these needs and inclinations of pupils. It is supposed that pupils are involved not only in creation of the newspaper, imitating the real “adult” edition, but also in the process of its distribution, advertising, looking for sponsors to earn money.

Such full variant of the role play is suitable for participation of all the teenagers: senior and junior pupils, “safe” and “difficult” ones, extroverts and introverts. The last position is also very important, as extroverts are usually active in school and out-of-school life while introverts are often outsiders. In the play there are many professional roles: journalists, distributors, experts on advertising, computer designers, etc.

There are some stages in the play. First children work as journalists. Adults set a theme of an issue, distribute duties among pupils, taking into consideration their abilities, or create number on the basis of isolated children's articles. Distribution of the issue is also organized with the help of adults. At this stage there is a team of teachers helping pupils in their work. 

· The teacher of Russian supervises creative works, checks literacy.

· The teacher of Computer Science helps with computer design.

· The vice-principal (principal) is responsible for financial issues, coordinates the actions of the teachers’ team and supervises the process of editing. Her duty is also to help pupils to distribute the published issue and afterwards to distribute the pupils’ wages.

· The author of the project is the editor-in-chief. He is responsible for the maintenance of the newspaper and its design. The editor-in-chief sets the theme of each issue, distributes duties among pupils, and designs the model of a future issue. He works together with pupils on preparation of every number.

The task of each   teacher in the team is to give their responsibilities to children gradually so that quality of practical activities would not suffer.  The next stages can have various scenarios, depending on situation. Each new situation defines the following step. 

The school psychologist F. Shvets admits that practical activities stimulate development of such qualities as initiative, activeness and make it possible to reveal them in the framework of universal moral values and humanistic traditions. 

The organizational form of practical activities is a role play modeling adult life situations and involving a large number of pupils of different age and social status having various interests. [6; 10]
2.4 Other ways of newspaper management

However there is another way of organization. It is possible to make a school press-center. The main duty of the center is to coordinate the work of various groups, inspires the pupils to exchange their experience, and holds seminars on the problems of making the school newspaper. The press-center also conducts surveys and other research work among pupils, teachers and parents. The center is responsible for editing the newspaper and advancing other teenage periodicals. 

To make a paper a regular edition it is necessary to organize an editorial board. The members of the board are the pupils who are in charge of the editing the newspaper. They are journalists, designers, photo correspondents, paper-makers with the editor-in-chief at the head. 

The editor-in-chief should be a leader and a good organizer. His duty is to unite different pupils and inspire them to run collective business. His main responsibility is to manage the newspaper and to make it possible to edit the issue in any circumstances.

The secretary, responsible for the issue is the person who solves all the problems concerning the contents, photos, headlines of the issue, he arranges the articles and pictures on the papers, shortens some materials and decides about the print. He makes a model of the issue together with the editor and other pupils.

Correspondents or journalists are the pupils who find interesting information, collect and analyze it. Then they write articles, interviews and other items. Tastes differ. That is why some pupils write about sport, others are interested in ecological issues, and somebody else is fond of conducting interviews.  

The designer creates the lay-out of the issue, the cover of the newspaper, makes illustrations to the texts, and works out new styles of a newspaper design. He is supposed to work in such programmes as Adobe Photoshop, Corel Draw, etc.

The photographer is a person who takes photos to illustrate the newspaper articles. He can write his own articles too.

The paper-maker is responsible for the make-up of the issue and its edition. 
2.5 Secrets of a good newspaper

What are the tips to make a good newspaper?

First, we should decide on the concept of the edition. There should be fresh ideas, new interpretation of old themes, and new original topics. It is possible to use someone else’s idea but it is unacceptable to copy newspapers of other schools even if they are very well made. 
The newspaper should provide its readers with unusual, creative unexpected information, give the ideas to think over and discuss with friends, relatives and teachers. 
When starting the newspaper we should bear in mind that it should be connected with its readers. They should have an opportunity to write to the paper, to come here with their problems and be sure that the newspaper will be able to help them. So the newspaper is successful only if it has close relations with its readers. [9]
How to impress the readers?

1. The newspaper should have new, valuable and up-to-date contents.

2. The newspaper should have definite position on the problems we touch upon.

The newspaper should have its own unique style.
3. Investigation into the Problem

3.1 Analysis of the present day situation 

After having studied the theory of teenage school and some practical ideas of running the school newspaper we tried to analyze the present situation in our school. In my analysis we used the material of the school project “Creation of the united informational and educational school space as a means of involving the family in the process of its cultural development”. [15] 

Today the range of the parents in our school is quite heterogeneous. It includes representatives of different social levels. The consumers of educational services expect to receive not only basic knowledge and skills provided by educational standards, but also profound knowledge in some subjects, optional courses and tutorials.    Teachers and the school psychologist’s observations state that there are a number of families in the community, which set serious demands to the school material and technical supplies, its external contacts and relations but refuse to take responsibility for the child’s up-bringing. There are certain reasons to this, but appearance of such families changes the notion of “problematic family”, that can be applied today to an ordinary family of economic and social well-being, which have limited understanding of the educational process. The results of tests and studying the relationships of parents and children let us formulate the main contradiction between the necessity to develop the child’s personality, readiness of school to do it and the desire of most of the parents in the community to bring up only obedient and passive performers. The results of the survey conducted by the School Scientific Society “We” show the following:

· The parents often experience such negative emotions as irritation, anger, annoyance towards their children. They are not inclined to take them as they are, do not want to respect their personality. As a rule, the brighter the child’s personality is, the more misunderstanding it causes.

· Even in the senior classes there are such parents who set certain psychological distance between their children and themselves.

· Nevertheless some parents tend to take part in the process of up-bringing. They often try to cooperate with their children, encourage their initiative and independence and try to overcome misunderstanding.

· Only a few parents do not take their child as a “little failure” and avoid handling him as a creature that is unable to undertake reasonable actions.

The desirable educational result from the parents’ point of view is supposed to be as such: a well-educated person that is ready to get further education in the modern life conditions. 

From the point of view of N.E. Schurkova, “up-bringing – is the purposeful, teacher-organized movement to the modern culture, developing the ability to live in the society and socialize in it”. It can be possible only on the condition of cooperation of school and family and it is necessary to find the appropriate ways.

3.2 The results of the research

The next stage of our research was a questionnaire based on the results of my analysis. The plan of the questionnaire was discussed with school authorities and School Council. It was conducted among senior pupils (9-11classes), their parents and teachers. As a result we got the following figures: 

· Only 17% of polled senior pupils read newspapers regularly. A large number (63,4%) of them read local and national newspapers only sometimes. And 19,6% of the pupils do not read any newspapers. 

Unlike senior pupils, in the questionnaires of teachers and parents there was no answer “do not read”, and almost equal number of respondents answered that they regularly (52,1%) and sometimes (47,9%) read newspapers.

·  A lot of senior pupils said that they read papers to find information (64,3%) the answer, that they read yellow press was in 27,3% of questionnaires and the least popularity have social and political newspapers (8,4%). 

In teachers and parents’ answers the same answer prevailed. They both read newspapers to find information (50%). The second place is given to social and political type of newspapers (36,1%). And least part of answers was occupied by an answer «yellow press».

· The greatest part of senior pupils (87,8%) are partly satisfied with the  information published in newspapers. “Completely satisfied” and “not satisfied” are rated equally. (6,1%). 

Parents and teachers did not say that they are dissatisfied; on then other hand the answer “completely satisfied” is very rare either. Only 4,3% of the respondents think so. The most frequent answer is «partly satisfied» (95,6%).

· We got the similar result of questioning about the necessity of the school newspaper, more than the half of senior pupils (56,7%)  answered, that the school newspaper is necessary at school. 

Almost all parents and teachers did the same; they think that the school newspaper is desirable and useful (95,6%). There were no negative answers to this question at all.

· The greatest part of the teenagers consider that the newspaper should carry information about the events of school life (52,2%), the least popular item was the idea of “advice on up-bringing” (3,6%). 

At the same time many teachers and parents (37,2%) answered that they are interested in «events of school life» but the answer about “useful advice for parents” is a great deal more popular (16,9%).

· The most popular newspaper headings in pupils’ opinion are: «Sport news» (18,3%) and “School News” (22,6%). 

Unlike teenagers, the adults chose such answers as “School News” (16,4%), “In the World of Interesting Facts” (13,2%) and “Teacher’s Comments” (12,1%).

· What is disappointing about the results of the questioning is that relatively many students answered that they would not like to take part in the newspaper editing (46,9%). 

Parents’ answers are more promising. They say that they can contribute to the process of making the newspaper (30,4%), greater part answered that it is difficult for them to answer this question (43,5%), and in their opinion, the newspaper should be run by pupils. 

· The last question was about the jobs that can be done by the participants of the project. The most popular jobs here are photographers (27%) and journalists (30%). In my opinion it is really good as the process of editing the newspaper requires a large number of these particular people. 

Though many parents and teachers refused to accept some certain functions, but some all the same are interested.

· As far as regularity of the newspaper is concerned, many senior pupils would like to get the newspaper once a week (44,4%).

In teachers and parents’ opinion, they would like to get the newspaper once a month (65,2%).

The analysis of the present day situation makes it possible to say that the problem of cooperation between school and parents is urgent. The attempts to solve it should be taken from all positions: from school authorities, teachers, pupils and parents. The pupils’ contribution to this solution is the idea of school newspaper that is a way of involving parents and children into the joint activity on one hand, and is a means of communication for all the participants of the educational process.

The results of the research made it possible to draw a conclusion, that at school there is a certain group of people who are interested in creative activities such as the school newspaper, and many children wish to take part in it. The detailed plan of making the newspaper was made after discussing it with the members of School Council and School Scientific Society “We”. The points of the discussion were the main principles of running the newspaper, the available recourses, the stages of the process, the organization of the training for those who are going to edit the newspaper and so on. 
3.3The plan for making the school newspaper

According to the commonly used scheme of running a newspaper it is necessary first to define the resources of the project. 

Technical resources:

1. computers 

2. printers  

3. a digital camera

4. a scanner 

5. a printing machine

Material resources:

1. a room 

2. paper of Ç4 format  

3. consumer goods for the process 

All technical resources are available at school. Printing paper and cartridges for printers are not always available enough at school. In order to be able to purchase these materials it is necessary to look for social partners to cooperate with.

Personnel resources

1. teachers (the supervisor of the newspaper project, the teacher of Russian and Literature)

2. editor-in-chief

3. designer 

4. journalists

5. photo correspondents

6. proof-readers 

7. paper-makers 

8. accountant

9. secretary, responsible for the issue
The results of questioning show that all the jobs listed above are enough popular among the pupils and the teachers and parents are ready to give their support if necessary.

The plan of realization of the project is as such:

1. to hold an organizational meeting and establish a school press-center;

2. to arrange training courses for those who are going to start doing the newspaper;

3. to contact with other schools that have their school newspapers in order to share the experience;

4. to find a room for the editorial board and equip it with necessary devices;

5. to start work on the newspaper and edit the first issue;

6. to analyze good and bad points of the issue and take them into consideration;

7. to start issuing the newspaper regularly;

8. to set the time limits allowed to the realization of the project.

	The detailed plan for making the newspaper

№
	Steps 
	Resources
	Time 

	1
	To hold an organizational meeting and establish a school press-center:

· to organize the editorial board of the newspaper;

· to allocate duties among the members of the editorial board;

· to work out rules and regulations of running the school newspaper;

· to choose the name  for the newspaper. 


	· initiative group with the help of School Council

· the supervisor of the project 


	February, 2008

	2
	To arrange training courses for those who are going to start doing the newspaper:

· on newspaper management;

· on the basic concepts of journalism;

· on literacy and accuracy of speech, norms and standards;

·  on information and communication technologies: Acrobat Reader, Abode Photoshop, Microsoft Word, Corel Draw, Abode Page Marker; 

· On work with technical devices: the digital camera, the scanner, the computer, the printing machine. 
	· the supervisor of the project;

·  the members of the editorial board;

· the Teacher of Russian and Literature;

· the teacher of IT; 

· technical resources;

· resources of libraries


	February–May, 2008

	3
	To contact with other schools that have their school newspapers in order to share the experience
	· the supervisor of the project
	March - April, 2008

	4
	To find a room for the editorial board and equip it with necessary devices.
	· technical resources: printers,

computers, a digital camera, a scanner, 

a printing machine;

· material resources: a room, paper of Ç4 format,  consumer goods for the process;

· members of the editorial board;

· the supervisor of the project
	February, 2008

	5
	To start work on the newspaper and edit the first issue:

· to hold an action to advertise the first issue of the school newspaper within the school and in the community;

· to edit the first issue and make its presentation;

· to organize the distribution of the issue in the community;

· to start search for social partners to support the newspaper.
	· members of the editorial board;

· the supervisor of the project;

· School Council;

· teacher of Russian;

· technical resources;

· material resources
	May, 2008

	6
	To analyze good and bad points of the issue and take them into consideration;

· to conduct a survey to find out the public opinion of the issue;

· to carry out thorough analysis of the results of the survey;

· to promote improvement and expansion of the school newspaper (number of  pages and copies, members of the editorial board, etc.)


	· members of the editorial board;

· the supervisor of the project;

· School Council;

· School Scientific Society


	May-June, 2008 

	7
	Regular edition of the school newspaper once a month.


	· the supervisor of the project;

·  the members of the editorial board
	Since September, 2008 


4. Conclusion

Our project work was inspired by the investigation of the relationships between school and parents, held by School Council and School Scientific Society “We” last year. We know that a large number of my classmates have problems with communication with their parents, they lack mutual understanding and respect to each other. The next point is that school media are limited by the school radio, which gives only urgent information. The idea of editing the school newspaper is interesting for me and I’m going to take an active part in it. I am sure it will help to reveal the active, cute and gifted pupils, teachers and parents, will unite people of different age, not indifferent to school problems. Besides making the school newspaper should contribute to the development of positive traditions in school life. So I decided to have a deeper look into this issue.

 According to the theme “School newspaper as a means of turning the school into a cultural and educational centre of the community” the objective of my project work was defining certain steps and making a plan of creation the school newspaper.

In order to achieve the objective we set the following tasks and fulfilled them.

The first task was to study the literature on the topic that is available on the internet and in the libraries and summarize the valuable information. We found useful material about the role the school newspaper can play, types of school newspapers, the basic principles of organizing school newspapers, ways of newspaper management. We also studied the concept of teenage school that can be applied to the organization of the activities.

The second task was to make needs analyses of the community on this stage we used the results of the tests and the survey within the school project “Creation of the united informational and educational school space as a means of involving the family in the process of its cultural development”. The results of tests and studying the relationships of parents and children let us formulate the main contradiction between the necessity to develop the child’s personality, readiness of school to do it and the desire of most of the parents in the community to bring up only obedient and passive performers. They often experience such negative emotions towards their children, refuse to respect their personality and set certain psychological distance between their children and themselves.

The third task was to share the ideas with the school authorities, School Council and School Scientific Society. The process of the research and the ideas of the realization of the project were discussed with the members of School Council, school Vice-principal N.B. Kretova, who is responsible for the school project, and approved by them and the school Principle L.P. Kharlamova.

The fourth task was to conduct a survey on the necessity and the supposed content and framework of the school newspaper that we are planning to organize. It showed that the greatest part of the participants of the school educational process is interested in informative, reliable and useful editions based on local issues. More than a half of senior pupils and almost all parents and teachers answered, that the school newspaper is necessary at school. In their opinion the newspaper should carry information mostly about the events of school life. They are ready to take part in its editing and do various jobs. The parents are not ready to share responsibility with their children. They promise to give support but the newspaper, in their opinion, should be run by pupils. The teachers are not supposed to be the members of the editorial board; they are to participate in the process as consultants on the most complicated issues. As a result we came to the conclusion that the school newspaper is the proper way out in the present day situation at school.

The last task was to work out the plan for making the school newspaper. It takes into account the experience of other similar editions and is based on the local condition and needs analysis.

To sum it up we should say that we succeeded in fulfilling the tasks, but we can’t completely prove the hypothesis. At this stage of the research it is possible to say that from the theoretical point of view the newspaper can be an effective ways of turning the school into a cultural and educational centre of the community, but in reality it can be done only after the project is put to practice. 

Plans for the future:

· To put the project to practice and start issuing the school newspaper regularly;

· To conduct the questionnaire for the elementary and junior pupils in order to attract their attention to school problems and newspaper activities;

· To involve in the process not only children, teachers and parents, but also the population of the community within the framework of the school projects;

· To find out the possibility of international contacts and participation of joint projects;

· To go on with my research next year, summarize the results of the work.
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