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Introduction

They usually come out in groups. They wear unconventional clothes, attributes and accessory like chains, badges. They put on heavy make-up and often have their bodies pierced almost everywhere. They have unusual hairstyles, sometimes dyed in different colours. On the whole, they look extraordinary, and even provocative…
Of course, you have seen those strange young people in the streets. They are informals. Punks, Goths, metallists, skinheads, hiphoppers or something like that. They are adherents of different youth movements called subcultures.
What do you feel when you are watching them? Is it fright or disgust or irritation, or maybe curiosity or approval? Have your ever tried to understand their image and behavior?
 Subcultures have a strong impact on modern society, on our life and on young people’s behaviour. This phemomenon can’t be ignored, it is spreading into all areas of social life all over the world. Yet it seems that the community itself doesn’t know what to do and is even afraid of those strange people, who belong to different subcultures.
The members of youth cultures are everywhere. If you look attentively you will notice at least one of them among people around you. Most of them are young people, that’s why we more often talk about “youth subcultures”. Everyday more and more teenagers decide that they belong to a group of people with similar interests and tastes. They put on special clothes and attributes or just make up their mind and say: “I’m a Goth” or “I’m an Emo” etc. 

 Why are there so much of them? What makes them change their habitual way of living and join one of youth subcultures? What is their subculture for them? Is it the music they listen to or special clothes they wear? Is it their ideology? Or is it a form of a protest, the wish to destroy the existing order, modern material and spiritual values?  Or maybe it is just a way to show off? The aim of this project is to try to answer these questions and to form an understanding of the place of youth subcultures in the life of modern society.
But to answer all these questions we first of all have to know what exactly a subculture is, to give a full definition of this term, to learn what are the main and the most widely spread subcultures nowadays, to learn the history of their appearance and development in modern world, to understand what is the difference between a subculture and a counterculture. You can find all these facts in the informative part of our project. In it we try to inform our readers about different aspects of subcultures and countercultures. All the information was compiled from wikipedia.com
The research part
Meeting in the school passages our mates with metal chains, hair dyed black, eyes outlined black and other subcultural features, we couldn’t help wondering  how wide this phenomenon was spread in our town environment. The research  part of the project contains our own investigation among pupils in our school and in forums in the Internet. 
Our survey

We conducted a survey to find out if they are into it. Here are the questions they were asked:

1) Are you a formal representative of one of the youth subcultures (and which of the subcultures)?
- punk

- Goth

- hip-hop

- metalhead

- skinhead

- other

2) Have you ever been a formal representative of one of these youth subcultures?

3) Do you wish to become a representative of one of them?

4) Which of the subcultures do you like?

5) What most attracts you in this subculture?
The results
The results we received are amazing and unexpected. 
Among 75 students of 8-9 forms:

39 are formal representatives of one of the youth subcultures 
36 students don’t number theirselves among any informals,but

7 of them wish to become informals  and 
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18 like subcultures.
Among 71 students of 10-11 forms:

40 are formal representatives of one of the youth subcultures 
31 students don’t number theirselves among any informals,but

1 of them wishes to become informals  and 
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Indifferent
[image: image8.jpg]happiness? 1 believe abortion is a crime against humanity and should
be outlawed. We need to overturn the Roe v. Wade decision and get




like subcultures
[image: image9.jpg]I take interest in understanding how the government screws people
over.



want to join one of them

[image: image10.jpg]And my opinion on the subject is this: It's not MY body. So it's not MY
choice. BUif it's my genes growing in the womb, 1 would like a say in
it
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The most popular subcultures among

                                 8-9 forms
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The most popular subcultures among

                                 10-11 forms
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The thing that attracts most in the subculture:

   8-9 forms
                                   10-11 foms
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[image: image16.jpg]Wiy Vote for who you want to be the next president? Why contribute to the changes that our country goes through? I vote for one party, will it
really make a difierence? | dont think so. But then, you get these people who say"Wel, son, if everyone thought that way, democracy wouldnt

wotk Suppose itall came down to one vote. Ifyou didntvote, it could decide who wins or loses, s0 you see? it really does matter if you vote o
nott" Yeah...but those people dont really do a whole ot of thi.




Music (♦)   

Appearance (♦)  

Philosophy of life (♦)  

Lifestyle (♦) 
The conclusion 1
   1. Let us assume that many of them are mistaken and consider their attraction to one-two music albums or trendy T-shirts as sticking to a particular subculture. Anyhow the figures are high and significant. The conclusion arrives itself: the extension and influence of subcultures on youngsters are really great.

2. People mostly get into a subculture through listening to the appropriate music. So, it is clear that music has become a very powerful force and a very strong ideological weapon.
             These data moved us to the question: if so many young people are in opposition to the mainstream culture, should we be afraid of them?

[image: image17.jpg]Does it piss you offto see homeless people in Developed countries Like America, Ireland, The Uk, Europe in General? It pisses me offtoo,
Meanwhile while they sleep in the pissin rain The rich et richer. What should be done? Well? ANy Ideas? | have one, OVERTHROW THE
BASTARDS IN CHARGE. Any other ideas.



          To make it out we decided to take a glance at subcultures from inside. Thanks to the Internet nowadays we have such a possibility. Web-sites and forums of different subcultures provide a very good opportunity to examine a subculture and its representatives and to get exhaustive information about their interests, actions and views.
Surfing the Internet
We’ve examined the forums carefully and also asked their visitors some questions. We wanted to know what kind of people they are, what they talk about, what they live for, what they are bothered with
Research of the WEB-sites

We have visited some goths’, punks’ web-sites, sites devoted to metal music, to hip-hop culture and also some skinheads’ web-pages.

We have found a wide range of sites and forums, both Russian and foreign, from very primitive with small-minded and rather silly discussions; monosyllabic, superficial, sometimes rude and containing a lot of swearwords statements on one pole to completely different on the other pole. The audience there discusses very interesting, unusual and exceptional topics. It is clearly seen that most of those people are intelligent, well-educated and knowledgeable with deep thoughts and fine and true feelings. They talk about the situation in the world, modern culture, youth problems, ethical problems, religion, love and hatred; they raise very interesting questions, for example about point of living or degeneration of people. 
    Meet the informals !
The most significant screenshots from their forums:

[image: image18.jpg]Why do we live under Bush's gay-ass laws and ways? Why do we follow in his footsteps? Do we want our childern, the next generation of
Anarchists, o be like him, or do we wantthern to fight a causs like we have for the last 30 years? We need to continue to fight the cause and
bring Bush down instead of waiting for his resign in 2000. We need to do itnow peaple. Think of the future and respond backto me please.
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90 outto the streets and to practise The anarchy, is notthe bestform of government But if itis betier than any governmentil
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» Posted by Narkoz (13:39 19-11-2007)

Narkoz

> Posted by Punk (18:09 19-11-2007)
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- Posted by HZRD (19:59 30-10-2007)
cHosa 570 cocromme aywn..... NN

Yol O AcHwTe 48 TaKos Aywa TOrAS?7?7 A T0 5 He BpyBace!



www.darkforum.org
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www.punkrock.org
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www.punks.ru
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We got in contact with these people and asked them what had got them into their subcultures. We got very different answers. Here are some of them, which are the most interesting, substantiated and informative.

* I was Goth before I even knew there was a word for it. My reasons are I was always different from the others.

*Now that's a question EVERYONE'S asking me! My whole life I was always the "perfect little angel boy" until I couldn't take all the bullshit I was given for all the goodness I tried to give. So the combined low tolerance of army cadets and the way people treated me for being such a good boy altogether made me finally say "I'm going to be myself now".

*I guess there was always an interest I had for the goth scene. I remember when I was younger walking through the mall with my father, then seeing a group of punks and goths and saying to my dad; "Look at them, don't they look cool?" 
He'd give me a funny look and say "They're a bunch of freaks starved for attention." 
I first fell in love with the music, which was a total coincidence. That was around 2 years ago. Within the first year of that two, I occasionally wore entirely black, started doing a bit of research on the Gothic subculture and had a long list of F&TM songs on Napster.
*For me it was a step by step thing: First I got into underground music. Then I got into the punk subculture, and had a good time for awhile. But I started maturing and got bored, and realized I was far too gentle and introverted to be a true punk. So I heard about goth and did some research (researching is a hobby of mine) and liked what I read.

I found out what goth bands are, listened to it, and thought "this is awesome!" And there it started...started wearing more black clothing, dyed my hair black, started to paint my nails once in awhile, and wasn't ashamed of having good grades anymore and taking offense of being called smart (generally it isnt a thing most punks strive for although I am not criticizing the subculture).
*Before I was 16, I really had no idea what the goth subculture was. I met this girl, who happened to be goth, and we hit it off pretty well. We started hanging out and eventually started dating. She introduced me to the music, the literature, and took me clubbing with her and her friends. That's how I was introduced to the subculture.

*I have always been a weird, rebel kid even when i was in elementary school. So i went through just being a weirdo and that made me feel alone, So i have been slowly coming into Goth over the past year i suppose.

*Since I was small, I had never made friends easily, but when I moved to Tennessee I stopped wanting to. The people in my school were horrible and honeslty treated me lower than an animal. It was so terrible that I now go to counseling for it. Naturally, since I'd just gotten a computer, I turned to the internet for solace and found many good friends of like mind. My knowledge about different subcultures grew, and I eventually stumbled across "goth". Yes, I had an interest in things of a dark aesthetic and never saw why some topics were considered taboo. Yes, I was attracted to the goth philosophy of open-mindedness and pursuit of knowledge. And yes, black *is* a lovely color indeed. I found out there was such a thing as goth music, so I checked it out. I am a metalhead through an through, but I adore goth music, particularly Sisters of Mercy and The Cure.

*It was a convergence. I used to like the music before I realised there was any kind of "sub-culture". Then I found out that there were people who liked the imagery and music like I did, and places where they congregated, so I joined the ranks of the damned!

*social corruption and stereotypical anger.

*I have always been drawn to gothic architecture. Once I figured out that the style of buildings I loved so much was called "gothic", I began to research anythign and everything about it at the library. I found gothic artwork, gothic literature, and the history of the original culture. Soon therafter I was listening to gothic music, simply mezmorized by the combination of church-style singing by the females, and deeply passionate screams of the males. I found goth, and goth found me.
*I’ve always liked dark things, Dark movies like form hell, and i just started getting into industrial music and drawing stuff usally dark stuff. And ive always thougth gothic chiks were really hot.
*I don't really know entirely what got me into the goth scene. I think it may have been when I met my boyfriend and his group of friends, a mix of punks, goths, and druged up people. At least that was when I felt like I wasn't lying to the world anymore.
*i guess it started when my uncle died [image: image1.png]


and then i started listenting to more of the dark kind of music and yet strsit to where i am now (wow thats sounds so chessy)
*i have always been an outcast wherever i go and i have always been interested in the darker side if life and i've always like the goth style and music taste so, goth it was for me! 
So, we can say that people mostly get into a subculture through listening to the appropriate music. Surfing the sites, we’ve found out that music has become the voice, subcultures speak to the world. It’s not just an entertainment but a very powerful force and a very strong ideological weapon. No “jaga-jaga”, no “mussi-pussy”, no “lyuli-lyuli”. Young people find answers to their questions in it. The lyrics make them change their thoughts and sometimes even lifestyle. The songs talk about very important things, such as religion or politics, war and peace, love and hatred. There’s often a very strong protest in them, sometimes they touch upon topics that society is afraid of talking about. 

Here are the most interesting lines from lyrics of groups, whose music belongs to one of subcultures.

Cuz every time I write a rhyme, these people think it's a crime

To tell em what's on my mind - I guess I'm a CRIMINAL

But I don't gotta say a word, I just flip em the bird

And keep goin, I don't take shit from no one
Eminem, “Criminal lyrics”

There really is nothing nice about USA
You go to the hospital you have to pay
The dollar is the language that they all speak
they don't really bother about the radiation leak

They keep their secrets undercover
the rich don't bother about those that suffer
this ain't the land of milk and honey
cause all they want is money, money, money
The Exploited, “F**k the USA”
False hopes, job creations
Affecting you and me
The working man is dying
Now robots take his place
And soon it will be your turn
To be redundant from the human race

The Exploited, “False hopes” 
I've been made an orphan
No family life have I
My parents were no soldiers
Yet they were killed before my eyes
Burnt out houses petrol bombed
Down the street where I was born
Screams of terror haunts my mind
Where my mama went and died from a booby trap mine
The Exploited, “Insanity”
Something's happened what's gone wrong
Going down the dole got to sign on
Millions of kids with nothing to do
<…>
I don't wanna join the army
<…> 
Alternative
The choice is mine
<…>
Do you really want to die
Alternative
Kill other people just to survive
Alternative
Only the dead have their freedom
Alternative
The Exploited, “Alternative”

Don't wanna be an American idiot.

Don't want a nation under the new mania.

And can you hear the sound of hysteria?

The subliminal mind f**k America.

Welcome to a new kind of tension.

All across the alienation.

Everything isn't meant to be okay.

Television dreams of tomorrow.

We're not the ones who're meant to follow.

For that's enough to argue.

Well maybe I'm the faggot America.

I'm not a part of a redneck agenda.

Now everybody do the propaganda.

And sing along in the age of paranoia.

Don't wanna be an American idiot.

One nation controlled by the media.

Information age of hysteria.

It's calling out to idiot America.
Green Day, “American Idiot”

Do unto others as they have done unto you
But what in the hell is this world coming to?
Blow the universe into nothingness
Nuclear warfare shall lay us to rest

Fight fire with fire
Ending is near
Fight fire with fire
Bursting with fear
We all shall die

Time is like a fuse, short and burning fast
Armageddon is here, like said in the past
Soon to fill our lungs the hot winds of death
The gods are laughing, so take your last breath

Metallica, “Fight Fire With Fire”

I was born a fool, don't want to stay that way.
Devil take my soul, with diamonds you repay.
I don't care for heaven, so don't you look for me to cry.
And I will burn in hell, from the day I die.

Metallica, “The Prince”

The solution of this global catastrophe.
Lies in the vegan philosophy.
Not until all animals are roaming free.
A peaceful existence can be achieved.
Only the respect for every being.
Can be an idol for our future generations.
Only with the help of militant actions.
The death sections can be erased!

FREEDOM FOR THE OPPRESSED - THE SOLUTION!
FREEDOM FOR THE EN CAGED - THE SOLUTION!
FREEDOM FOR THE ENSLAVED - THE SOLUTION!
REVENGE FOR ALL THE DEAD - THE SOLUTION!

The burning fight for liberation.
Cannot stop at the human being.
We have to stand up for every life.
To keep its beauty and purity!
Maroon, “The solution”
I'm so tired of being here

Suppressed by all my childish fears

And if you have to leave

I wish that you would just leave

'Cause your presence still lingers here

And it won't leave me alone

These wounds won't seem to heal

This pain is just too real

There's just too much that time cannot erase

When you cried I'd wipe away all of your tears

When you'd scream I'd fight away all of your fears

I held your hand through all of these years

But you still have

All of me

You used to captivate me

By your resonating life

Now I'm bound by the life you left behind

Your face it haunts

My once pleasant dreams

Your voice it chased away

All the sanity in me

I've tried so hard to tell myself that you're gone

But though you're still with me

I've been alone all along
Evanescence, “My Immortal”
To sum up the music theme, we must say, that it’s not only the lyrics, that has a strong impact on human’s mind. The music itself is important, too. For example, most of the metalheads say that heavy metal gives them a feeling of power, vigour, firmness, confidence etc. Music brings strong emotions, sometimes it brings inspiration. It can be called a scream of soul.
But what are the other points? So, now we can answer the main question of our research. Why do people become informals? 
The Conclusion 2

A very important thing is that inside every subculture a person feels him- or herself a part of something big, important and united. An informal knows that there are many people who share his or her tastes, opinions, ideology and lifestyle.

The fact that these people want to be and to look bright, extraordinary and dissimilar to others is also very important.

But it seems that the main thing is that all the people, who choose a subculture instead of a popular culture, are different from others and they want different things. So, what do they want and what doesn’t suit them in the existing order?

We came to the conclusion, that these people have the strong rejection of modern mass culture, of our society, as it is nowadays. They don’t want to be like others, to be controlled neither by governments nor by mass media. They don’t want anybody to tell them what they should do, where they should go and what they should think. Such people can see clearly all the lies, and all the baseness of many things of our society. Nowadays there are many things that after deep examination appear to be imposed on us, and are completely unacceptable by thinking, reflective and cogitative people. For example it is a cult and worship of our bodies, and disregard of spiritual values. 

     These are the things that provoke protest. True informals deny material values of modern society, such as money and career. They hate politics and falseness of politicians. So, many of them change their lifestyle in contradiction with artificial standards and norms. For example, punks don’t want to be clean and tidy and by it they say: “You care of your body, you want to look beautifully. And we want to be different from you.”
Of course, in every subculture there are people, who become informals because of the fashion or just try to hide their irresponsibility and unruliness behind the subculture. Some of them use the appearance of informals just to give vent to their aggression and hostility. Some groupings are aggressive and dangerous and can be used for harm of any social way, because it’s easier to rule a crowd. They should be taken under control.
But real subcultures have survived that. They are alive and undoubtedly play a very important role in life of our society. They will exist, no matter what their opponents do to obliterate them. And there is no point in trying to destroy or to control youth subcultures, because true informals are people who can really fight against brainwashing by the modern pop-culture, based on a cult of body, imposing everything fashionable and  glamorous on us. Such representatives of subcultures are people who can change our society by rejecting things it is based on. And it is likely that they can change it to something better. Their true message to the society should be listened to!
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