	Date
	Holiday
	Country
	Traditions

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Britain
	Special Valentine's Day songs are sung by kids and they receive gifts of chocolates, fruits or sometimes even cash gifts. In some parts of England, folks make buns with dry fruits like raisins. It is also a popular custom to write love poems. Tabloids and magazines overflow with love verses.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	USA
	A popular trend these days is to send an ‘anti-Valentine’ card. These cards either contain an insulting message (to your enemy) or say goodbye to your existing partner . If you receive a card with the message C-Ya! (See you!), it means your boyfriend or girlfriend wants to end your relationship. 



	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Austria
	In Austria there are obscure courtship customs that might be associated with St Valentine's Day. It has become customary for a young man to present his loved one with a bunch of flowers for Valentine's Day.

	February 14th
July 7th

	Valentine's Day
	China
	The Chinese celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 14th, but they also celebrate a special Valentine’s Day on July 7th of the Chinese lunar calendar. This celebration comes from a Chinese fairy tale from a long time ago. It is the only night in the year when two stars meet in the skies above. One star represents a shepherd boy and the other is his love, a weaver. 

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Denmark
	In Denmark, people swap poems and sweets. Some people also send joke cards, which are called gaekkbrev, and instead of writing their name, they sign it in dots. If the person who receives the card correctly guesses the identity of the sender, they will get a candy egg from the sender at Easter time.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	France
	In France a custom of drawing for would occur, this was were young unmarried people as well as older unmarried people would go into houses facing each other and start calling out across from one window to another, pairing of with the one they have chosen. If the young man didn't fancy his valentine he would desert her and as a result afterwards a bonfire would be lit where the young ladies would burn images of the young man and would yell out abuse as she burnt the image of the young man.
This eventually fell into dishonor because it left too much room for nastiness, ridicule or even malice. For example an unsavory type of man might be paired with a flirtatious young lady, just for fun.
As a result of these customs the French government was forced into handing down a decree that there would be no more pairing or calling of Valentines.
Also in France elegant greeting cards called cartes d'amities that contained tender messages were given not totally as a Valentine but mainly as a result of fashion going on in England.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Germany
	Young German men present their loved ones with a beautiful bouquet of flowers on Valentine’s Day, along with a message of love. They must remember, though, to give an odd number (1,2,5 etc.) and not an even number,, otherwise it could bring them bad luck.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Italy
	In Italy Valentine's Day is celebrated as a Spring Festival and his held in the open air. The
young would gather in leafy glades or ornamental gardens, where they would listen to music and hear poetry read, and then they would stroll off with their valentine together into the gardens.This custom over the years has ceased and it has not been celebrated for centuries.In the Italian city of Tunn it was customary for an engaged couple to announce their engagement on this day. For a while before the day shops would be decorated and filled with all sorts of bon-bons.

	March 14th
February 14th

	Tanabata
	Japan
	A slightly different version of this day is celebrated in Japan as Tanabata, on July 7th of the solar calendar. In Japan there are two Valentine’s Days. On Feb 14 women give a particular type of candy to boys and men. It can be a crush, boyfriend, fiancé or husband. This candy is known as giri-choko (義理チョコ), from the words giri ("obligation") and choko, ("chocolate"). This contrasts with honmei-choko (本命チョコ); chocolate given to a loved one. Friends, especially girls, may exchange chocolate referred to as tomo-choko (友チョコ); from tomo meaning "friend". Men don’t have to give anything. On March 14, which (‘White Day’), men buy chocolates or sweets for their girlfriends or wives. Originally, the return gift was supposed to be white chocolate or marshmallows; hence "White Day". 

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Scotland
	In Scotland Valentine’s Day is celebrated by having a festival. At the festival there is an equal amount of young unmarried (single) men and young unmarried (single) ladies who get together, each of them writes on a piece of paper their name or a made up name, this is then rolled up. The names are placed in two hats one for the men one for the ladies they then have to draw a piece of paper out of the hat. Both may end up with two valentines but the young man is supposed to stick with the valentine who has chosen him. 

There is another valentine belief that the first young man or woman that by chance walks by you in the street or elsewhere will be your valentine. 

In Scotland valentine’s gifts were given by both parties in the form of a love-token or a true-love-knot.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Spain
	In Spain it is customary courting couples to exchange gifts and for husbands to send their wives a bunch of roses.

	February 14th
	Valentine's Day
	Slovenia
	A proverb says that "St Valentine brings the keys of roots," so on February 14, plants and flowers start to grow. It is also said that birds propose to each other or marry on that day. Another proverb says "Valentin - prvi spomladin" ("Valentine — first saint of spring"), as in some places (especially White Carniola) Saint Valentine marks the beginning of spring. day.The day of love is traditionally 12 March, the Saint Gregory's day.

	February 24th
	Dragobete

	Romania
	the traditional holiday for lovers is Dragobete (Feb 24). It is named after a character from Romanian folklore who was supposed to be the son of Baba Dochia. Part of his name is the word drag ("dear"), which can also be found in the word dragoste ("love"). In recent years, Romania has also started celebrating Valentine's Day.

	February 14th
	Valentinsdag
	Norway
	Feb 14 is known as Valentinsdag.  People eat a romantic dinner with their partner, send a card to a secret love or give a red rose to their loved one. 

	February 14th
	Alla hjärtans dag
	Sweden
	It is called Alla hjärtans dag ("All Hearts' Day") and was launched in the 1960s. It is not an official holiday. 

	February 14th
	Ystävänpäivä
	Finland
	This day is called Ystävänpäivä ("Friend's day“)as this day is more about remembering your friends than your loved ones.

	June 12 th
	Dia dos Namorados
	Brazil
	"Dia dos Namorados" (lit. "Day of the enamored", or "Boyfriend's/Girlfriend's Day") is celebrated on June 12. On this day lovers gift each other candies, flowers, cards and other love presents. This day was chosen probably because it is the day before the Saint Anthony's day, known there as the marriage saint, when many single women perform popular rituals, called simpatias, in order to find a good husband or a boyfriend.

	Third Friday and Saturday in September
	Día del amor y la amistad
	Colombia
	The Día del amor y la amistad (lit. "Love and Friendship Day") is celebrated on the third Friday and Saturday in September. In this country the Amigo secreto ("Secret friend") tradition is quite popular, which consists of randomly assigning to each participant a recipient who is to be given an anonymous gift.

	November 11th
	Pepero Day
	South Korea
	Pepero Day is celebrated on November 11, when young couples give each other romantic gifts. There is an additional day for single people, Black Day, celebrated on April 14.

	February 17th

(the Gregorian calendar)
	Sepandarmazgan
	Iran
	Sepandarmazgan is a day for love, which is on 29 Bahman in the jalali solar calendar. The corresponding date in the Gregorian calendar is 17 February.  On this day young boys and girls go out, buy gifts and celebrate.

	February 14th
	Sevgililer Günü
	Turkey
	Valentine's Day is called Sevgililer Günü ("Sweethearts' Day“).
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