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· Victoria (Alexandrina Victoria; 24 May 1819 – 22 January 1901) was from 20 June 1837 the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and from 1 May 1876 the first Empress of India until her death. Her reign as Queen lasted 63 years and seven months, longer than that of any other British monarch to date. The period centred on her reign is known as the Victorian era. 

· Princess Alexandria Victoria was born on May 24th 1819 in Kensington Palace, London, where she spent her early life until she became Queen.
· Victoria’s mother was a German princess, and her father was Edward, Duke of Kent, the fourth son King George 3.
· Not many months after Victoria was born, her father died heavily in debt, leaving his Duchess and her family penniless.
· In 1825 Parliament  recognised that Victoria was the probable heiress to the throne and voted 6000 yearly for her education and keep.
· The Duchess brought up Victoria to rely on her for everything. Until the very moment she came to the throne, Victoria was carefully watched and supervised by her mother and governess.
· Victoria worked hard at her lessons. She had a regular timetable for each morning and afternoon learning Latin, history, geography and others school subjects. She liked to sing,   and had a good voice.
· On 24 May 1837 Victoria turned 18, meaning that a regency was no longer necessary. On 20 June 1837, Victoria was awakened by her mother to find that William IV had died from heart failure at the age of 71. In her diary Victoria wrote, "I was awoke at 6 o'clock by Mamma ...who told me the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Conyngham,_2nd_Marquess_Conyngham" Conyngham were here and wished to see me. I got out of bed and went into my sitting-room (only in my dressing gown) and alone, and saw them. Lord Conyngham then acquainted me that my poor Uncle, the King, was no more, and had expired at 12 minutes past 2 this morning, and consequently that I am Queen..."Victoria was now Queen of the United Kingdom. Her coronation took place on 18 May 1838, and she became the first Monarch to take up residence at Buckingham Palace. 

· Under Salic

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salic_Law"  Law, however, no woman could be heir to the throne of Hanover, a realm which had shared a monarch with Britain since 1714. Hanover passed to her uncle, the Duke of Cumberland and Teviotdale, who became King Ernest Augustus I. (He was the fifth son and eighth child of George III.) As the young queen was as yet unmarried and childless, Ernest Augustus also remained the heir presumptive to the throne of the United Kingdom until VictAt the time of her accession, the government was controlled by the Whig Party, which had been in power, except for brief intervals, since 1830. The Whig Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne, at once became a powerful influence in the life of the politically inexperienced Queen, who relied on him for advice—some even referred to Victoria as "Mrs. Melbourne".However, the Melbourne ministry would not stay in power for long; it was growing unpopular and, moreover, faced considerable difficulty in governing the British colonies, especially during the Rebellions of 1837. In 1839, Lord Melbourne resigned after the Radicals and the Tories (both of whom Victoria detested at that time) joined together to block a Bill before the House of Commons that would have suspended the Constitution of Jamaica. 

· Victoria's principal adviser was her uncle King Leopold I of Belgium (her mother's brother, and the widower of Princess Charlotte). Queen Victoria's cousins, through Leopold, were King Leopold II of Belgium and Empress Carlota of Mexico. 

· oria's first child was born in 1840. 

· At the time of her accession, the government was controlled by the Whig Party, which had been in power, except for brief intervals, since 1830. The Whig Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne, at once became a powerful influence in the life of the politically inexperienced Queen, who relied on him for advice—some even referred to Victoria as "Mrs. Melbourne". However, the Melbourne ministry would not stay in power for long; it was growing unpopular and, moreover, faced considerable difficulty in governing the British colonies, especially during the Rebellions of 1837. In 1839, Lord Melbourne resigned after the Radicals and the Tories (both of whom Victoria detested at that time) joined together to block a Bill before the House of Commons that would have suspended the Constitution of Jamaica. 

· Victoria's principal adviser was her uncle King Leopold I of Belgium (her mother's brother, and the widower of Princess Charlotte). Queen Victoria's cousins, through Leopold, were King Leopold II of Belgium and Empress Carlota of Mexico. 

· Victoria and  Albert settled down to a happy family life, and had nine children- for sons and five daughters. The royal couple’s  way of life set an example which had considerable influence on life and behavior both at Court and outside it.

· Peel's ministry soon faced a crisis involving the repeal of the Corn Laws. Many Tories—by then known also as Conservatives—were opposed to the repeal, but some Tories (the "Peelites") and most Whigs supported it. Peel resigned in 1846, after the repeal narrowly passed, and was replaced by Lord John Russell. Russell's ministry, though Whig, was not favoured by the Queen. Particularly offensive to Victoria was the Foreign Secretary, Lord 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_John_Temple,_3rd_Viscount_Palmerston" Palmerston, who often acted without consulting the Cabinet, the Prime Minister, or the Queen. 

· In 1849, Victoria lodged a complaint with Lord John Russell, claiming that Palmerston had sent official dispatches to foreign leaders without her knowledge. She repeated her remonstrance in 1850, but to no avail. It was only in 1851 that Lord Palmerston was removed from office; he had on that occasion announced the British government's approval for President Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte's coup in France without prior consultation of the Prime Minister.[ 

· After her husband death the Queen’s grief was overwhelming, and it swamped her life for many years. So that the memory of Prince Albert would not fade, Victoria had statues pull up all over the country, and his speeches published.

· In 1887, the British Empire celebrated Victoria's Golden Jubilee. Victoria marked the fiftieth anniversary of her accession on 20 June with a banquet to which 50 European kings and princes were invited. Although she could not have been aware of it, there was a plan—ostensibly by Irish anarchists—to blow up Westminster Abbey while the Queen attended a service of thanksgiving. This assassination attempt, when it was discovered, became known as the Jubilee Plot. On the next day, she participated in a procession that, in the words of Mark Twain, "stretched to the limit of sight in both directions". By this time, Victoria was once again an extremely popular monarch.

· On her birthday the women of England presented the Queen with 80000 which they hade collected.

· Victoria paid her last visit to Ireland in 1900, when she came to appeal to Irishmen to join the British Army and fight in the Second Boer War. Nationalist opposition to her visit was spearheaded by Arthur Griffith, who established an organisation called Cumann na nGaedhael to unite the opposition. Five years later Griffith used the contacts established in his campaign against the queen's visit to form a new political movement, Sinn 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinn_F%C3%A9in" Féin.

· Year by year her health remained good. But she still loved theatre. The strain suddenly begun to tell, for Victoria was now over eighty. She retired to Osborne, where her mind and body weakened slowly, and it was clear to everyone that death was approaching.

· When she died in January 1901, all England went into mourning. Everybody wore black. The body of the Queen remained in the Albert Memorial Chapel, and on Monday was interred beside Prince Albert.

· So ended the reign of Queen Victoria. With it, the already creaking period of prosperity and peace also ended.

                                                                        Kartshova Lena.
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