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Watching films by Timothy William Burton
I’d like to tell you about one of the outstanding people in the history of American cinematography, a man who facilitated America’s success and made contribution to the development of the world cinema art. There is probably no one among cinema-lovers who has not heard of Tim Burton, an American film director and screenwriter.
Timothy William "Tim" Burton was born on the 25th of August 25, 1958 in Burbank, California. Tim was an extraordinary child. He spent his childhood drawing cartoons and watching old movies. He found home life and school somewhat difficult, often escaping the reality by watching horror and low budget films, but he was especially fond of films with Vincent Price. When he was in the ninth grade, his artistic talent was recognized by a local garbage company when he won a prize for an anti-litter poster he designed. The company placed this poster on all of their garbage trucks for a year. After high school, he won a Disney scholarship to attend the California Institute of the Arts in Valencia, California. He studied at the Character Animation program for three years. 
Burton's first job was as an animator for Disney. He worked on such films as “The Fox and the Hound” (1981) and “The Black Cauldron” (1985), but had some creative differences from his colleagues. He found that the mainstream of Disney films he worked on were far removed from his own sensibility. Nevertheless, Disney recognized his talent and let him have the freedom to work on his own personal projects, the six-minute animated black-and-white “Gothic Vincent Price tribute Vincent” (1982), an animated short about a boy who wanted to be just like Vincent Price. Narrated by Price himself, the short had a critical success and won several awards. After it Burton made a few other short films, including his first action film, the 27-minute film “Frankenweenie” (1984) which was judged unsuitable for children and never released. But actor Paul Reubens (aka Pee-Wee Herman) saw “Frankenweenie “(1984) and believed that Burton would be the right man to direct him in his first full-length feature film ”Pee-wee's Big Adventure” (1985). The film had a surprised success, and Burton instantly became popular. However, many of the scripts that were offered to him after they were essentially just spin-offs of the film, and Burton wanted to do something new. For three years he made no more films, until he was presented with the script for “Beetle Juice” (1988). The script was wild and wasn't really about anything, but was filled with such artistic and quirky opportunities, Burton couldn't refuse. “Beetle Juice” (1988) was another big hit, and Burton's name in Hollywood became well-known. “Warner Brothers” then entrusted him “Batman” (1989), a film based on the immensely popular comic book series of the same name. Starring Michael Keaton and Jack Nicholson in it, the film was the most financially successful film of the year and Burton's biggest box-office hit to date. Due to the fantastic success of his first three films, he was given the green light to make any kind of film Tim wanted. 
Generally speaking, the list of Tim’s works in art is impressive. According to his biography Tim is not only an outstanding director, but a splendid actor, producer, a wonderful screen-writer. Summing up, Tim created 23 films as a director, wrote 14 screens for films and starred in 5 films. He has got many national awards (British Animation Awards in category Best Feature for "Corpse Bride" in 2006, National Board of Review, USA as Best Director in 2007, Sant Jordi Awards as Best Foreign Film in 1992, Venice Film Festival in category Future Film Festival Digital Award in 2005) and won world-wide recognition. 
To my mind, Tim Burton is an outstanding director. It is a common knowledge, a film director is responsible for overseeing every creative aspect of a film, for approving every camera angle, lighting and set design. He develops a vision for a film, decides how it should look, what tone it should have, and what an audience should gain from the cinema. He coordinates the actors directing the emotional subtext of the characters. The director also participates in the sound mix and musical composition of the film. Frankly speaking, a film-director occupies the most important place in the film-production. In my opinion, thanks to Burton’s brilliant talent and qualities of a superb manager he created so many well-known films: “Mars Attaks!”(1996), “Planets of the Apes” (2001),“Charlie and Chocolate Factory” (2005). 
His films are noted for their psychological approach to his characters, unreal and supernatural things, fantastic and extraordinary situations. They are stuffed with events and full of special effects. They have a mysterious plot which often focuses around unusual creatures. I think they are magnificent and really impressive. They cause powerful emotions.
No doubt, Tim is a good producer. His films (“Edward Scissorhands” (1990), “Sleepy Hollow” (1999), “Corpse Bride” (2005) are grotesque, magical and emotional.
 I think Tim is an interesting screen-writer. I like his musical cartoon “The Nightmare Before Christmas” (1993), directed by former fellow Disney Animator Henry Selick. The genesis of “The Nightmare Before Christmas” started with a poem by Burton as a Disney animator in the early-1980s. With the success of Vincent in 1982, Disney started to consider “The Nightmare Before Christmas” as either a short subject or 30-minute television special. Over the years Burton's thoughts regularly returned to the project, and in 1990 Burton and Disney made a development deal. Production started in July 1991 in San Francisco. Walt Disney Pictures decided to release the film under their Touchstone Pictures banner because they thought Nightmare would be “too dark and scary for kids”. Nevertheless,” The Nightmare Before Christmas” had critical and financial success. This cartoon achieved the ranks of a cult film. Most of the critics enjoyed “The Nightmare Before Christmas” with the consensus of “a stunningly original and visually delightful work of stop-motion animation, filled with imagination that carries into a new world”.
 It tells the story of Jack Skellington from “Halloween Town”, who opens a portal to “Christmas Town”. “Halloween Town” is a dream world filled with citizens such as deformed monsters, ghosts, ghouls, goblins, vampires, werewolves, and witches. Jack Skellington leads them in a frightful celebration every Halloween, but he has grown tired of the same routine year after year. Wandering in the forest outside the town center, he accidentally opens a portal to “Christmas Town”. Impressed by the feeling and style of Christmas, Jack presents his findings and his understanding of the holiday to the Halloween Town residents. They compare everything he says to their idea of Halloween and decide to make their own Christmas with their own twist. 
 The main heroes of this film are Jack Skellington (known as the "Pumpkin King" of Halloween Town), his pet ghost dog named Zero, Sally (a rag doll-like creation of Finklestein who loves Jack), Doctor Finklestein (a mad scientist who "created" Sally), Mayor of Halloween Town (an enthusiastic leader who conducts town meetings and is excited by Jack's direction of taking over Christmas), Oogie Boogie(a bogeyman and un-respected citizen in Halloween Town) and  Santa Claus.

I quite agree with opinion of one critic who states, “The Nightmare Before Christmas” has something to offer just everyone. For the kids, it's a fantasy celebrating two holidays. For the adults, it's an opportunity to experience some light entertainment; there are songs, laughs, and a little romance in it”.
By the way, “Nightmare” won the Saturn Award for Best Fantasy Film. Danny Elfman who wrote a soundtrack to this film won Best Music. 
To sum it up, I think the chief cause of Burton’s popularity is his bold, humorous, understanding eye looked with tolerance on good and bad alike. His characters are real and unreal to us simultaneously. I admire his surprising and shocking plots, unexpected endings of his films. Tim is unpredictable in his creation. He is absolutely sensational.
To my mind he is a man with rich and fairy inner world of a child who doesn’t want to be a grown-up. It is proved with the words of Tim Burton: “A lot of things you see as a child remain with you, and you spend a lot of your life trying to recapture the experience”.
As for me, after watching his films I can’t remain indifferent and calm. I hope Tim will create for us a lot of interesting cult films. 
