[SLIDE 1] London is a beautiful European capital, which combines contemporary technologies with the traditions of the past. [SLIDE 2]  People have admired London’s sights for a number of centuries. There are thousands of tourists in this city every year. But still millions of people have not got such an opportunity. And since I am not among those lucky visitors, but hope to travel there some time, I wanted to get to know about the city to prepare myself for the meeting. And I thought such kind of preparation would not be useless for the others planning to visit London, and so I decided to make a research work on the topic. 

[SLIDE 3] So, the aim of my research is to study the history, the architecture, sight and museums of the city.

[SLIDE 4] To reach this aim, I had to achieve the following objectives:

1. get to know about the history of London

2. get to know about the most famous sights in London

3. get to know about the architecture of the city 

4. get to know about the historical changes in the architecture of the city

5. observe the historical development of the city

[SLIDE 5] In order to do that, I have used a few different methods, but the most important one was definitely bibliographical analysis.

 There are a lot of different books concerning London, its history and sights, as well as a lot of information on the Internet, so I`d like to start with expressing my regards to all the people who had provided the information. 

[SLIDE 6] The area of London is 1579 sq km. Its population is 7 mln people. It is the capital of the UK and a centre of Commonwealth. It is a tourist centre, and 10 mln tourists visit it every year. 
  [SLIDE 7]  The history of the city started more than two thousand years ago, when the early Britons established a settlement on the north bank of the river Thames. The old Britons gave the town its first name, Lyndin. There are at least five different versions of its origin, but I`m not concentrating on the question in this work. In the 2th century King Alfred made London the capital of his kingdom. [SLIDE 8] Throughout the Middle Ages the development of London, it was slow and was repeatedly influenced by wars, epidemics and commercial crises. London was quite a big and rich town in the XVII century, when [SLIDE 9] the Great Fire of London happened on the 2th of September 1666. It was a terrible tragedy. The fire captured London instantly and people could not put it out for about 3 days. 80% of the buildings were destroyed and 200000 people stayed without homes. After that people understood, that they have to build The London all over again. The history of a new town starts here. [SLIDE 10]  The best project was created by Kristopher Wren (1632-1723 .), a great and very clever architect and scientist. He was proclaimed the architect for the task.During the 19th century many suburbs were incorporated into Greater London, all the bridges in the city were rebuilt in stone, and the streets were furnished first with gas, and later with electric illumination. [SLIDE 11] In 1844 year passengers communication between London and big towns of England was opened. London became a capital and finance centre on the world. During World War I London was the object of frequent raids by German airplanes and zeppelins. The city was heavily bombed during World War II.  [SLIDE 12] After the war, by the end of the 1950s most of the war damage in London was repaired. Tall buildings, such as The London Stock Exchange and the General Post Office, were built. Now London is a colourful and huge megapolis. [SLIDE 13]   Traditionally, the city is divided into 4 parts: The City, The West End, Westminster and The East End. The City is the smallest part, but it is the financial and business centre of the country. A lot of sights are situated here, too. Westminster is an administrative centre of the city. The name of the West End is associated with wealth, luxury and goods of high quality. It can also be considered a centre of entertainment. The port of London is to the East of the City. This is the East of London, an unattractive in appearance poor area, but very important to the country`s commerce. The population of London is probably the most cosmopolitan in the world. Foreign communities include Soho, Chinese, French, Italian, Swiss and some others. And now let`s look at some of the city`s sites more closely.

[SLIDE 14] The Tower is called castle and fortress, which was laid by William Conqueror in XI century for protection of town on the long time. It is 900 years old. London tower was a fortress, a palace, a home for the Royal Jewels, a mint, a prison and a zoo! It has got all architectural styles, prospered in England in different historical periods. The White Tower was established in 1078 year and today it gives an impression of Norman fortifications. Today Tower keeps traditions and features. The Ravens and the beefeaters are the most clear examples.  
[SLIDE 15] St Paul`s Cathedral is a masterpiece created by Kristopher Wren. Its building started in 1675 and the last rock was laid in 1710.This is one of the most beautiful Renaissance building all over the world.  

[SLIDE 16] Westminster Abbey is one of the most beautiful religious buildings all over the world. It was built in 1065 and it was used to bury the celebrities – not only the members of the Royal family, but also famous writers and poets (just remember the Poets` Corner). All the English monarchs since William the Conqueror have been crowned here. There still is a wooden thrown and the Stone of the Destiny in a form of a Latin Cross. The Abbey is 156 metres long and the towers are 69 metres high. It is considered the most important holy place in England. 

[SLIDE 17] Big Ben. These clock on the tower of the Houses of Parliament are heard all over the world.  It is 96 metres high and you have to walk up 334 stairs to watch the celebrated bell, which is 2 metres high and 3 metres in diameter. The name “Big Ben” has an interesting history. Officially they say the bell was named after the leader of the building Sir Benjamin Hall nicknamed Big Ben because he was so tall. But there is another version saying it was named after a boxer of Victorian age called Benjamin Count. It`s got 4 faces turned North, South, East and West. Big Ben was opened on May 31, 1859; on December 31, 1923 they were first heard over the radio. There are also a lot of “small Bens” in London – smaller copies of the celebrated tower. The most famous of them is near Victoria railway station.

[SLIDE 18] Buckingham palace is situated opposite Pall Mall street and Queen Victoria memorial. It was built by John Nash. It is a house and a study of the monarch as well as a place for a number of beautiful ceremonies (such as changing of the guard or less famous Trooping de Colour in honour of the Queen`s birthday). The palace was last reconstructed in about 1820 – 1830. Today it looks like an ordinary mansion consisting of a lot of buildings forming a rectangle. Queen Elizabeth II occupies only 12 rooms, the others are filled with a unique paintings of her collection and other antique things. The Palace houses the offices of those who support the day-to-day activities and duties of The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh and their immediate family. The Palace is also the venue for great Royal ceremonies, State Visits and Investitures, which are organised by the Royal Household. Although Buckingham Palace is furnished and decorated with unique works of art that form part of the Royal Collection, one of the major art collections in the world today, it is neither an art gallery nor a museum.

[SLIDE 19] Trafalgar square is a really beautiful place with a lot of pigeons and statues of lions. Next to the Admiral Nelson monument honouring his celebrated victorious Trafalgar battle (by the way, the name of the square is connected with it, too), there are a couple of others. Behind the monument there is the National Gallery which was started in 1824 and has collected more than 2 thousands works by now.  On the right of it there is the National Portrait Gallery – a course book of English history. Opposite the Portrait Gallery there is a parish church of the Buckingham palace called St.Martin-in-the-Fields. There also is an Admiralty Arch next to the square. 
[SLIDE 20] Queen Victoria Memorial. One of the most famous English monarchs is Queen Victoria. She was the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland since 1837, the Emperor of India (since 1876), and the last queen of the Hannover dynasty. It was she who managed to make Britain one of the most powerful countries in the world having loads of colonies all over the world. Just remember the biggest African lake, an Australian desert, the widest waterfall in the world and the third biggest North American island, named in her honour… She was a real soul of a whole period in the history of England (that`s what we call “a Victorian era”). And the monument itself, built in 1911, is quite big and looks a bit strange. The queen is seated in the middle of the throne with some other ladies next to her. Above the queen there is a goddess made of gold and the sides are guided by the British lions (made of bronze). It is next to the Buckingham palace.

[SLIDE 21] Nelson Column. Admiral Nelson Horazio (1758-1805) was one of the greatest English sea-captains, vice-admiral, who won a number of victories upon French and Spanish fleets (one of the most famous one is a victorious Trafalgar battle, where he was deadly wounded). The monument made by Bailey consists of a granite column 44 metres high with a bronze Corinthian capital and a bronze sculpture on it. There are four bronze lions at the bottom of the monument. It is in the centre of the Trafalgar Square (the name also honours the celebrated battle)
There are 80 parks in London. Let`s talk about 2 of them at least. [SLIDE 22] Hyde Park’s the most popular park of London. It covers the area of 170 hectares. [SLIDE 23] It’s near Saint James Park. This territory was a forest, which belonged to the monks of the Westminster Abbey till 1536. Today Hyde Park is beautiful place, where you can relax and have rest. It is also a symbol of democracy because there is a special corner in the park called Speakers` Corner where you can come up to a microphone which is always switched on and talk to the people around you about everything you like from your private or family problems to your critical opinion on something the government does or is planning to do. 
 St. James Park was built with 4 files of trees and 1 wide channel in 17 century. John Nash converted the channel to a lake, but over trees appears Westminster. 

Some streets of the city can also be considered sights. [SLIDE 24] Oxford Street is the main shopping centre of the city. You can find everything – from the cheapest and smallest stall to a huge supermarket like “Marks&Spencer” or elite expensive boutique - here. The longest shopping street in Europe meets more 200 million shoppers every year, and it is ready to meet you, too.  

Another street in London is famous for its two houses. [SLIDE 25]  Downing Street, 10 is an official residence of the Prime Minister; at Downing Street, 11 you can meet the Chancellor of the Treasury. The Ministry of Commonwealth Business, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are also located on the street.

Everyone knows Sherlock Holmes. Some of us from the books, the others from the film. But if you go to a celebrated house on [SLIDE 26] Baker Street, 221, you can get to know more about his personality. The house was built in 1815 and it has been a museum since March,27 1990. The famous characters lived in the house in 1881 to 1904. They rented a flat on the first floor of a boarding-house owned by Mrs. Hadson. Their study was on the ground floor. Thousands of tourists visit the Sherlock Holmes museum every year. 
[SLIDE 27] Studying Great Britain and exactly London was very interesting for me. I`ve learned a great deal about its history, ancient and unique buildings, beautiful monuments, streets and finally the architectures who provided us an opportunity to see and feel the culture, the soul of each building. I consider myself a creative person, and I think this is the cause of my choice for this topic. I had some knowledge concerning Great Britain, but now… I`d love to travel to London, to walk along those streets, to watch Big Ben, Trafalgar Square… To sum up, it is interesting to study any city, but more interesting is the city marked within the history as a monument of ancient times. 

[SLIDE 28] Concerning the problem of the development of the issue, I think it would be possible to widen the research as well as to deepen it. One could either find information about more sights, famous streets, parks, etc or to choose one of them and study its history, background and present state more thoroughly. [SLIDE 29]
