The research work on topic
“London – an open-air museum”

Student: Frolova Kate

Assisting teacher: Pin O. L.

Saint-Petersburg 

2008
CONTENTS:

Introduction……………………………………………………………………p. 3
Main body   Chapter 1 The history of London………………………………..p. 4
                     Chapter 2 The Tower of London………………………………..p. 6
                     Chapter 3 Churches and Cathedrals…………………………….p. 7 
                     Chapter 4 Big Ben……………………………………………...p. 8
                     Chapter 5 Buckingham Palace…………………………………p. 9
                     Chapter 6 Trafalgar Square…………………………………….p. 11
                     Chapter 7 Monuments………………………………………….p. 12
                     Chapter 8 Parks………………………………………………...p. 13
                     Chapter 9 Streets……………………………………………….p. 14  

Conclusion …………………………………………………………………..p. 15      

Introduction
London is a beautiful European capital, which combines contemporary technologies with the traditions of the past. People have admired London’s sights for a number of centuries. There are thousands of tourists in this city every year. But still millions of people have not got such an opportunity. And since I am not among those lucky visitors, but hope to travel there some time, I wanted to get to know about the city to prepare myself for the meeting. And I thought such kind of preparation would not be useless for the others planning to visit London, and so I decided to make a research work on the topic. 

So, the aim of my research is to study the history, the architecture, sight and museums of the city.
To reach this aim, I had to achieve the following objectives:

1. get to know about the history of London
2. get to know about the most famous sights in London

3. get to know about the architecture of the city 

4. get to know about the historical changes in the architecture of the city

5. observe the historical development of the city

In order to do that, I have used a few different methods, but the most important one was definitely bibliographical analysis.

 There are a lot of different books concerning London, its history and sights, as well as a lot of information on the Internet, so I`d like to start with expressing my regards to all the people who had provided the information. 
Chapter 1 The history of London
  The area of London is 1579 sq km. It has got 7 mln people. It is the capital of the UK and a centre of Commonwealth. It is a tourist centre, and 10 mln tourists visit it every year. London has got 160 museums, 80 parks, rare examples of medieval and contemporary architecture, famous theatres etc.
   The history of the city started more than two thousand years ago, when the early Britons established a settlement on the north bank of the river Thames. The site had many advantages. It was defended on two sides by rivers. It lay in the center of the most fertile region. The old Britons gave the town its first name, Lyndin. There are at least five different versions of its origin, but I`m not going to concentrate on the question in this work. When the Romans invaded the area, they made it the center of their colony, the Germanic invaders tried to burn and destroy it; the victorious Normans (and exactly William the Conqueror the Duke of Normandy) made it the capital of the country. So the physical layout of contemporary London is the end product of complex historical events and growth forces. 
      The fort of Londinium, founded by the Romans in the 1st century AD, and the administrative center established at Westminster 1000 years later served as the nuclei for following development in Central London. At the time of the Roman occupation of Britain in the 1st century AD, London was already an important town. In the 2th century King Alfred made London the capital of his kingdom. After William the Conqueror established himself in England, he began construction of the Tower of London, intending it as a citadel to overawe the people. Many Normans settled in London and erected imposing edifices. William Conqueror became the king of England. He was crowned in Westminster abbey. This person wanted to do London the biggest and the richest town of Britain. He was very interesting person. He was faithful and generous, but he was ruthless on the war. This policy results in fortification of England. 
Throughout the Middle Ages the development of London, it was slow and was repeatedly influenced by wars, epidemics and commercial crises. The opening by Queen Elizabeth I of the Royal Exchange in 1566 marked the growth of the city expanded it might become too powerful. Queen Elizabeth I issued a proclamation prohibiting the construction of any new building within a radius of 4,8 km outside the city gates.

    London was quite a big and rich town in the XVII century, when the Great Fire of London happened on the 2th of September 1666. It was a terrible tragedy. It started at night in a bakery. The fire captured London instantly and people could not put it out for about 3 days. 80% of the buildings were destroyed and 200000 people stayed without homes. An interesting fact: 6 people died in the Great Fire. After that people understood, that they have to build The London all over again. The history starts of new town.  The best project was created by Kristopher Wren (1632-1723 .), a great and very clever architect and scientist. He created homes on the big squares. The law established standard size of homes: 2 floors for side-streets, 3 floors for secondary streets, 4 floors for chief streets. Because the Rebuilding Act of 1667 stipulated that only stone and brick be used, the new buildings that rose from the ruins bore little resemblance to the quaint wooden dwellings of old London.

    During the 19th century many suburbs were incorporated into Greater London, all the bridges in the city were rebuilt in stone, and the streets were furnished first with gas, and later with electric illumination. Population reached of 1000000 people towards 1801 year. Transport played an important role. Building of iron road was important too. In 1844 year passengers communication between London and big towns of England was opened. London became a capital and finance centre on the world. 
    During World War I London was the object of frequent raids by German airplanes and zeppelins. The city was heavily bombed during World War II. About 10,000 people were killed. Among the celebrated buildings either damaged or destroyed were the Tower of London, the British Museum, Houses of Parliament, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buckingham palace, many railway stations also were severely damaged.

     After the war, by the end of the 1950s most of the war damage in London was repaired. As a result of the reconstruction the skyline of the city began changing. Tall buildings were built, such as The London Stock Exchange, the General Post Office. Homes, shops, schools and a cultural center were built, and important landmarks were preserved.
Considerable controversy followed the demolition of several historical or architecturally interesting areas sacrificed for the construction of high-rise office and apartment buildings. Now London is a colourful and huge megapolis. Traditionally, the city is divided into 4 parts: The City, The West End, Westminster and The East End. The City is the smallest part, but it is the financial and business centre of the country. A lot of sights are situated here, too. Westminster is an administrative centre of the city. The name of the West End is associated with wealth, luxury and goods of high quality. It can also be considered a centre of entertainment. The port of London is to the East of the City. This is the East of London, an unattractive in appearance poor area, but very important to the country`s commerce. The population of London is probably the most cosmopolitan in the world. Foreign communities include Soho, Chinese, French, Italian, Swiss and some others. And in the next chapters I`d like to look at some of the city`s sites more closely.

Chapter 2 The Tower of London
It is called castle and fortress, which was laid by William Conqueror in XI century for protection of town on the long time. Tower is 900 years old. London tower was  a fortress, a palace, a home for the Royal Jewels, a mint, a prison and a zoo!                 It has got all architectural styles, prospered in England in different historical periods. The White Tower treats to Norman period. It was established in 1078 year and today it gives an impression of Norman fortifications. It has got an inside wall, which has got 30 towers and outside wall with 6 towers. Ground floor of it has got a well 12 cm long to store some water. All kings lived in the Tower until the king Yaakov I. There was a custom for all the kings to spend the night before the coronation in the Tower and the procession went from the Tower to Westminster. Henry I found a new use of the palace. He arrested a minister and confined him in the Tower on 15th of April 1100. Bloody Tower is witness of murders of “princes in the Tower”. There is a place, where Ann Boleyn and Lady Jane Grey were beheaded. In “The Jewel House” of Tower British regalia are kept. Antique exhibit is a spoon for saint oil, and saint vessel, which was used to crown Genhry IV in 1399. Today Tower keeps traditions and features and clothes of the Tudor period (like the ceremony of the Keys, for instance.) Tower bridge was built in 1894 in gothic style. There are 2 separate platforms, which elevates now. The Bridge is opened for the visitors. There is cruiser Royal fleet which was built in 1938 year and it’s a museum now and the church of All Saints. However many elements are kept in the original constructions. 

Chapter 3 Churches and Cathedrals
St Paul`s Cathedral
It is a masterpiece created by Kristopher Wren. Its building started in 1675 and the last rock was laid in 1710.This is one of the most beautiful Renaissance building all over the world.  Its купол is the second biggest in the world after the St Peter`s one.
Westminster Abbey
It is one of the most beautiful religious buildings all over the world. It was built in 1065 and it was used to bury the celebrities – not only the  members of the Royal family, but also famous writers and poets (just remember the Poets` Corner). All the English monarchs since William the Conqueror have been crowned here. There still is a wooden thrown and the Stone of the Destiny in a form of a Latin Cross. The Abbey is 156 metres long and the towers are 69 metres high. It is considered the most important holy place in England. 
Chapter 4 Big Ben
These clock on the tower of the Houses of Parliament are heard all over the world.  It is 96 metres high and you have to walk up 334 stairs to watch the celebrated bell, which is 2 metres high and 3 in diameter. The name “Big Ben” has an interesting history. Officially they say the bell was named after the leader of the building Sir Benjamin Hall nicknamed Big Ben because he was so tall. But there is another version saying it was named after a boxer of Victorian age called Benjamin Count. Big Ben and other smaller bells sound a fine melody. Despite that the mechanism is almost 1,5 centuries old and weights 5 tons, it works quite well. It`s got 4 faces turned North, South, East and West. It also has a writing “Oh Lord, save Queen Victoria!” who has created the British Empire.  Big Ben was opened on May 31, 1859, on December 31, 1923 they were first heard over the radio. There are also a lot of “small Bens” in London – smaller copies of the celebrated tower. The most famous of them is near Victoria railway station.
Chapter 5 Buckingham palace
The palace is situated opposite Pall Mall street and Queen Victoria memorial. It was built by John Nash. It is a house and a study of the monarch as well as a place for a number of beautiful ceremonies (such as changing of the guard or less famous Trooping de Colour in honour of the Queen`s birthday. The palace was last reconstructed in about 1820 – 1830. Today it looks like an ordinary mansion consisting of a lot of buildings forming a rectangle. Queen Elizabeth II occupies only 12 rooms, the others are filled with a unique paintings of her collection and other antique things. 
Besides being the official London residence of The Queen, Buckingham Palace is also the busy administrative headquarters of the Monarchy and has probably the most famous façade of any building in the world. 
Buckingham Palace has 775 rooms. These include 19 State rooms, 52 Royal and guest bedrooms, 188 staff bedrooms, 92 offices and 78 bathrooms. In measurements, the building is 108 metres long across the front, 120 metres deep (including the central quadrangle) and 24 metres high. The Palace is very much a working building and the centrepiece of Britain's monarchy. It houses the offices of those who support the day-to-day activities and duties of The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh and their immediate family. The Palace is also the venue for great Royal ceremonies, State Visits and Investitures, which are organised by the Royal Household. Although Buckingham Palace is furnished and decorated with unique works of art that form part of the Royal Collection, one of the major art collections in the world today, it is neither an art gallery nor a museum. Its State Rooms form the nucleus of the working Palace and are used regularly by The Queen and members of the Royal Family for official and State entertaining. More than 50,000 people visit the Palace every year as guests to banquets, lunches, dinners, receptions and the Royal Garden Parties. For those who do receive an invitation to Buckingham Palace, the first step across the threshold is into the Grand Hall and up the curving marble stairs of the Grand Staircase. Portraits are still displayed in the walls in the same way as they were set by Queen Victoria. The Throne Room, sometimes used during Queen Victoria's reign for Court gatherings and as a second dancing room, is dominated by a proscenium arch supported by a pair of winged figures of 'victory' holding garlands above the 'chairs of state'. It is in the Throne Room that The Queen receives loyal addresses on very special occasions like jubilees. Another use of the Throne Room is for formal wedding photographs. George IV's original palace lacked a large room for entertainment. Queen Victoria rectified that shortcoming by adding in 1853-5 what was, at the time of its construction, the largest room in London. At 36.6m long, 18m wide and 13.5m high, the Ballroom is the largest multi-purpose room in Buckingham Palace. It was opened in 1856 with a ball to celebrate the end of the Crimean War. It is along the East Gallery that The Queen and her State guests process to the Ballroom for the State Banquet normally held on the first day of the visit. Around 150 guests are invited including members of the Royal Family, the government and other political leaders, High Commissioners and Ambassadors and prominent people who have trade or other associations with the visiting country. Today, it is used by The Queen for State banquets and other formal occasions such as the annual Diplomatic Reception attended by 1,500 guests. This is a very formal occasion during which The Queen meets every head of mission accredited to the Court of St James's. For the diplomats it is perhaps the highlight of the annual diplomatic social calendar. The Ballroom has been used variously as a concert hall for memorial concerts and performances of the arts and it is the regular venue for Investitures. There are usually 21 of them a year - nine in spring, two in summer and ten in autumn. At Investitures, The Queen (or The Prince of Wales as her representative) meet recipients of British honours and give them their awards, including knights who have been awarded knighthoods. From the Ballroom, the West Gallery, with its four Gobelin tapestries, leads into the first of the great rooms that overlook lawn and the formal gardens - setting for the annual Garden Parties introduced by Queen Victoria in 1868.The State Dining Room is one of the principal State Rooms on the West side of the Palace. Many distinguished people have dined in this room including the 24 holders of the Order of Merit as well as presidents and prime ministers. Before the Ballroom was added to the Palace in the 1850s, the first State Ball was held in the Blue Drawing Room in May 1838 as part of the celebrations leading up to Queen Victoria's Coronation. The Music Room was originally known as the Bow Drawing Room and is the centre of the suite of rooms on the Garden Front between the Blue and the White Drawing Rooms. Four Royal babies - The Prince of Wales, The Princess Royal, The Duke of York and Prince William - were all christened by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the Music Room. One of its more formal uses is during a State Visit when guests are presented to The Queen, The Duke of Edinburgh and the visiting Head of State or for receptions. The last of the suite of rooms overlooking the gardens on the principal floor is the White Drawing Room. Originally called the North Drawing Room, it is perhaps the hugest of all the State Rooms. The Room also serves as a Royal reception room for The Queen and members of the Royal Family to gather before State and official occasions. The Bow Room is familiar to the many thousands of guests to Royal Garden Parties who pass through it on their way to the garden. It was originally intended as a part of George IV's private apartments - to be the King's Library - but it was never fitted up as such. Instead, it has become another room for entertaining and is where The Queen holds the arrival lunch for a visiting Head of State at the start of a State visit.

Chapter 6 Trafalgar square 

 It is a really beautiful place with a lot of pigeons and statues of lions (you can climb up to admire the spectacular view!). Next to the Admiral Nelson monument honouring his celebrated victorious Trafalgar battle (by the way, the name of the square is connected with it, too), there are a couple of others. Behind the monument there is the National Gallery which was started in 1824 and has collected more than 2 thousands works by now.  On the right of it there is the National Portrait Gallery – a course book of English history. Opposite the Portrait Gallery there is a parish church of the Buckingham palace called St.Martin-in-the-Fields (there actually were some fields at the place of the square some time before). There also is an Admiralty Arch next to the square. 
Chapter 7 Monuments 
Queen Victoria Memorial

One of the most famous English monarchs is Queen Victoria (proper name Alexandrina Victoria) born on May 19, 1819, in London and died on January 22, 1901in Osborn. She was the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland since 1837, the Emperor of India (since 1876), and the last queen of the Hannover dynasty. It was she who managed to make Britain one of the most powerful countries in the world having loads of colonies all over the world. Just remember the biggest African lake, an Australian desert, the widest waterfall in the world and the third biggest North American island, named in her honour… She was a real soul of a whole period in the history of England (that`s what we call “a Victorian era”). And the monument itself, built in 1911, is quite big and looks a bit strange. The queen is seated in the middle of the throne with some other ladies next to her. Above the queen there is a goddess made of gold and the sides are guided by the British lions (made of bronze). It is next to the Buckingham palace.
Nelson Column

Admiral Nelson Horazio (1758-1805) was one of the greatest English sea-captains, vice-admiral, who won a number of victories upon French and Spanish fleets (one of the most famous one is a victorious Trafalgar battle, where he was deadly wounded). The monument made by Bailey consists of a granite column 44 metres high with a bronze Corinthian capital and a bronze sculpture on it. There are four bronze lions at the bottom of the monument. It is in the centre of the Trafalgar Square (the name also honours the celebrated battle)
Chapter 8 Parks

                                                                     Hyde Park
It’s the most popular park of London. This park is charming and very beautiful. It covers the area of 170 hectares. It’s near Saint James Park. This territory was a forest, which belonged to the monks of the Westminster Abbey till 1536. Today Hyde Park is beautiful place, where you can relax and have rest. It is also a symbol of democracy because there is a special corner in the park called Speakers` Corner where you can come up to a microphone which is always switched on and talk to the people around you about everything you like from your private or family problems to your critical opinion on something the government does or is planning to do. 
                                      St. James Park      
 The alley was built with 4 files of trees and 1 wide channel in 17 century. John Nash converted the channel to a lake, but over trees appears Westminster. 
Chapter 9 Streets 

                                                    Oxford Street
There are more than 26 street markets and more than 3000 shops all over London. Oxford Street is the main shopping centre of the city. You can find everything – from the cheapest and smallest stall to a huge supermarket like “Marks&Spencer” or elite expensive boutique - here. The longest shopping street in Europe meets more 200 million shoppers every year, and it is ready to meet you, too.  If you want to buy not very expensive clothes, Mango, Marks&Spencer and TopShop are for you. But if you are ready to spend more money – you`re welcome to Selfridges&Co, opened in 1909 году. 
Downing Street

A small street in London is famous for its two houses. Downing Street, 10 is an official residence of the Prime Minister; at Downing Street, 11 you can meet the Chancellor of the Treasury. The Ministry of Commonwealth Business, the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are also located on the street.
 Baker Street
Everyone knows Sherlock Holmes. Some from the books, the others from the film. But if you go to a celebrated house on Baker Street, 221, you can get to know more about his personality. The house was built in 1815 and it has been a museum since March,27 1990. The famous characters lived in the house in 1881 to 1904. They rented a flat on the first floor of a boarding-house owned by Mrs. Hadson. Their study was on the ground floor. Thousands of tourists visit the Sherlock Holmes museum every year. People have been organizing different clubs and groups named by the famous detective for a very long time, and now they have a wonderful opportunity to watch the place he lived in and be his guests.
Conclusion
Studying Great Britain and exactly London was very interesting for me. I`ve learned a great deal about its history, ancient and unique buildings, beautiful monuments, streets and finally the architectures who provided us an opportunity to see and feel the culture, the soul of each building. I consider myself a creative person, and I think this is the cause of my choice for this topic. I had some knowledge concerning Great Britain, but now… I`d love to travel to London, to walk along those streets, to watch Big Ben, Trafalgar Square… To sum up, it is interesting to study any city, but more interesting is the city marked within the history as a monument of ancient times. 
Concerning the problem of the development of the issue, I think it would be possible to widen the research as well as to deepen it. One could either find information about more sights, famous streets, parks, etc or to choose one of them and study its history, background and present state more thoroughly. 
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