Mobile, Alabama, the USA,

Rostov-on-Don’s partner.

The partner relations between Rostov-on-Don and eight cities abroad began in 1950-ies and are developing till the present day. People from different countries want to live in peace. The time has come to realize that our planet is very small. War and terrorism are not a means of argument. It’s much better to visit each other, to learn more about our countries, languages and cultures. 

The twinning movement builds international friendship and establishes close links between towns, cities and regions and of different nations. There is a firm friendship between Rostov and its twin-cities: Kayani, Volos, Dortmund, Gera, Le Man, Glasgow, Pleven and Mobile. The towns exchange delegations, organize art and industrial exhibitions, friendship weeks, symposia, film festivals, sport meetings, concerts and theatrical tours have become traditional. It is justify said that friendship knows no distances.

Friendship between twin–cities began in 1956 and the pioneers of the idea were Rostov and Kayani (Finland).

There are close relations between Rostov and Mobile, state Alabama. These relations began in 1986 when an American writer from Mobile Jay Higginbotham visited Rostov. Jay Higginbotham wrote a very interesting book “Mobile, City by the Bay”. From this book we can know a lot about history of Mobile Bay and Harbor to 1936, about early explorers, British Colonial Mobil, about the days of Civil War and so on. It was exactly Jay Higginbotham, who expressed the idea of the partnership of Rostov and Mobile. Having come back home, he organized a committee of partnership. Then there were meeting of the representatives of our youth in Mobile and Rostov. Visiting Mobile our countrymen have noticed unusual order and cleanness of the streets of the city. Ecological problems worry not only our people they have become international. There are many ecological problems in our region. So Rostov University deals with the problems of the river Don and the sea of Asov. Every year delegations from Mobile visit our city and hold symphony on keeping our environment clean. 

Welcome to Mobile, state Alabama. The city is worth seeing. Its history and culture are interesting and amazing. The Central South States includes the state of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi. The region centering on Alabama and Mississippi is the heart of the “Deep South” where for hundred years the economy was completely depended on “King Cotton” and tobacco. The economic and political life in the region took all the social patterns of the plantation: feudal – like relation between employee and employer, slavery – like customs and laws to govern relation between Negro and white people. The South States formed the Confederacy in the Civil War (1861 – 1865).

The heart of the former Confederate states, Alabama is traditionally agricultural. But hydro – electric power provided by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has been a key factor in Alabama’s growing industrialization. TVA began to build more coal – fed steam – generating plants. Now it has built nuclear power plants, the largest – in fact, the largest in the USA – is located at Brown Ferry. Redstone Arsenal at Huntsville is a major space research center. So the South is becoming more attractive as a place to live and work. Now, those who migrated previously in the 1940s and 1950s are returning. Mobile now is an industrial city and a big port. Mobile was founded in 1711, but in 6000 – 3000 B.C. there is evidence of late archaic use of delta, upland and estuarine environments. In 2700 – 2000 B.C. the Bayou La Batre ceramic complex is characteristic of the region. Early people in Mobile Bay area oriented hunting and gathering economy of Bayou La Batre times. During 1500 – 1516 A.D. the gulf coast was discovered and explored on different occasions by Spanish navigators. Local Indians receive European goods. In 1701 – 1711 the principal harbor was established and the Mobile settlement became a center of the French colony of Louisiana. A private merchant monopolized mobile commerce but in 1731 – 1763 it reverted to the control of the French crown. Mobile became a big trade center. In 1780 the Spanish captured Mobile. And only in the 19th century it became an American city.

In 1815 – 1861 Mobile enjoyed a half – century of prosperity as the second largest international seaport on the Gulf Coast. Progress was based upon the ascendancy of cotton as export commodity. The number of wharves at the city in creased to more than 40. The Mobile and Ohio railroad was completes.

During the Civil War years (1861 – 1865) Mobile was a well-guarded harbor, but the Yankees set up a blockade and were planning to take Mobile from the Confederacy. But Mobile city held out for 9 month. As Union troops won battles, the Confederates abandoned Mobile. The Mayor surrender and the last major Confederate city had fallen. 

In 1865 – 1875 reconstruction witnessed lagging commerce and the physical degradation of the harbor. The city of Mobile began to set wharf charges. The Mobile Board of Trade was organized. In 1876 – 1934 the US Army Corps of Engineers created, deepened and widened a 32-foot ship channel from the Mobile Bar entrance to the city. The channel stimulated seagoing trade to the city. In 1936 the Intercostals Waterway channels were opened to coastal merchant traffic. Now Mobile is a big industrial city and trading port.

There are many places of interest in Mobile. We can begin our tour at Fort Conde Historic Museum and Welcome Center. We can see the city’s French (1711 – 1763), British (1763 – 1780) and Spanish (1780 – 1813) historical areas. We can visit the Gulf Coast Explore Museum of Science, the Battleship Memorial Park or Historical Homes, such as Bellingrath Gardens and Home, with amazing and attractive landscapes, Bragg Mitchell Mansion, 20-room pre-Civil War house. Period furniture, china and art fill Oak Leigh Period House Museum, an 1833 Greek Revival – style home and the Conde – Charlotte Museum House, 1822 Federal – style home, we can see French, British, Confederate and American furnishing.

Rostov and Mobile successfully developed contacts on different levels. And we hope that we remain business partners’ twin – cities forever. 

