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The Renaissance or the revival of learning was the period when European culture was at its high. It lasted from the 14th century till the 17th century, and was caused by complex economic situation and social conditions. The feudal system was shuttled by the bourgeoisie, which was getting stronger and stronger. It was more profitable with 100% to unite under a single ruler. Absolute monarchy came into being. 
This led to the forming of nations and the true sense of the world. New social and economic conditions called for the new ideology, because the catholic dogmas didn't correspond to the new trend of life. For this reason in many European countries the protestant religion spread up and national churches were established. Instead of the blind face ordered by the Catholic Church then a new outlook appeared which was called humanism. The time demanded positive rational knowledge and these demands were reflected in astronomy of Copernicus, in philosophy of Tomas More. 
Thomas More was recognized throughout early sixteenth-century Europe as one of the greatest lawyers, Christian humanists, and classical scholars of his day. 
Throughout these years, More was also active in the areas of literature and philosophy. His Utopia (published in Latin in 1516, translated in 1551) is a work considered by some to be one of the finest Socratic dialogues of all time, has long been recognized as his masterpiece.  Once in the King's service, More commanded Henry VIII friendship and trust, serving primarily as his personal secretary, but with some administrative and diplomatic responsibilities. He was rising steadily over the next ten years, finally becoming Chancellor in 1529, at the age of fifty one. More was Chancellor for only thirty-one months. He resigned on May 16, 1532, the day after Henry VIII manipulated the Parliament to take away the traditional freedom of the Church, the freedom that had been written into English law since the Magna Carta (Great Charter). Imprisoned in the Tower of London for fifteen months before his execution, More was heavily pressured by his family and friends to sign the oath accepting Henry VIII as the Supreme Head of the Church in England. More steadfastly refused but never expressed animosity towards those who complied. During this time, he wrote a number of devotional and exegetical works, including “A Dialogue of Comfort against Tribulation”, “A Treatise on the Passion, and The Sadness of Christ”. 
He came into great favor and made a rapid carrier as a statesman, at the same time writing works of a political, philosophical and historical character. His most famous book is "Utopia". "Utopia" - means "no place, no there". The work is written in Latin and divided into two books.                 
The time demand was also reflected in geography of Columbus, Vaska de Gama and others. Leonardo da Vinci was the main force of a new theory of art: "It was the greatest progressive revolution that mankind has so far experienced, the time, which called for "Giants" and produced Giants in power and thought, passion and character in universality and language. He was an Italian polymath, being a scientist, mathematician, engineer, inventor, anatomist, painter, sculptor, architect, botanist, musician and writer. Born as the illegitimate son of a notary, Piero da Vinci, and a peasant woman, Caterina, at Vinci in the region of Florence, Leonardo was educated in the studio of the renowned Florentine painter, Verrocchio. 
Much of his earlier working life was spent in the service of Ludovico il Moro in Milan. He later worked in Rome, Bologna and Venice and spent his last years in France, at the home awarded him by King François I. Leonardo has often been described as the archetype of the "Renaissance man", a man whose seemingly infinite curiosity was equal only to his powers of invention. He is widely considered to be one of the greatest painters of all time and perhaps the most diversely talented person ever to have lived. It is primarily as a painter that Leonardo was and is renowned. Two of his works, the “Mona Lisa” and “The Last Supper”, occupy unique positions as the most famous, most reproduced and most parodied portrait and religious painting of all time, their fame approached only by Michelangelo's Creation of Adam. Leonardo's drawing of the Vitruvian Man is also iconic. Perhaps fifteen of his paintings survived till nowadays, the small number due to his constant, and frequently disastrous, experimentation with new techniques, and his chronic procrastination. 
As an engineer, Leonardo's ideas were vastly ahead of his time. He designed a helicopter, a tank, concentrated solar power, a calculator, the double hull and outlined a rudimentary theory of plate tectonics. Relatively few of his designs were constructed or were even feasible during his lifetime, but some of his smaller inventions, such as an automated bobbin winder and a machine for testing the tensile strength of wire, entered the world of manufacturing unheralded. As a scientist, he greatly advanced the state of knowledge in the fields of anatomy, civil engineering, optics, and hydrodynamics.                                                                                          An example of a typical man of the Renaissance period was: the famous Englishman sir Walter Raleigh. Raleigh was born to a Protestant family in Devon, the son of Walter Raleigh and Catherine Champernowne.                         
Little is known for certain of his early life, though he spent some time in Ireland, in Killua Castle, Clonmellon, County Westmeath, taking part in the suppression of rebellions and participating in two infamous massacres at Rathlin Island and Smerwick, later becoming a landlord of lands confiscated from the Irish. He rose rapidly in Queen Elizabeth’s favour, being knighted in 1585, and was involved in the early English colonisation of the New World in Virginia under a royal patent. In 1591, he secretly married Elizabeth Throckmorton, one of the Queen's ladies-in-waiting, without requesting the Queen's permission, for which he and his wife were sent to the Tower of London. After his release, they retired to his estate at Sherbourne, Dorset.                                                                    
 In 1594, Raleigh heard of a "City of Gold" in South America and sailed to find it, publishing an exaggerated account of his experiences in a book that contributed to the legend of El Dorado. After Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, Raleigh was again imprisoned in the Tower, this time for allegedly being involved in the Main Plot against King James I who was not favourably disposed toward him. In 1616, however, he was released in order to conduct a second expedition in search of El Dorado. This was unsuccessful and the Spanish outpost at San Thomé was ransacked by men under his command. After his return to England he was arrested and after a show trial held mainly to appease the Spanish, he was beheaded at Whitehall. He was much interested in science and literature. He wrote works of geography and lead expedition to South America. He was an outstanding poet. His poems are full of profound wisdom, written with great elegance and salacity of style. He organized the "academy".
 Christopher Marlowe the greatest dramatist (before Shakespeare). Christopher "Kit" Marlowe (baptized 26, February, 1564, died 30, May, 1593) was an English dramatist, poet and translator of the Elizabethan era. The foremost Elizabethan tragedian next to William Shakespeare, he is known for his magnificent blank verse, his overreaching protagonists, and his own mysterious and untimely death.                                                                                                                     
The "dark" middle Ages were followed by the time known in art and literature as the Renaissance. The word "renaissance" means "rebirth" in French and was used to denote a phase in the cultural development of Europe between the 14th and 17th centuries. The wave of progress reached the shores of England only in the 16th century. The ideas of the Renaissance came to England together with the ideas of the Reformation (the establishment of the national Church) and were called the "New Learning". 
Every year numbers of new books were brought out, and these books were sold openly, but few people could read and enjoy them. The universities were lacking in teachers to spread the ideas of modern thought. So, many English scholars began to go to Italy, where they learned to understand the ancient classics, and when they came home they adapted their classical learning to the needs of the country. Grammar schools (primary schools) increased in number. The new point of view passed from the schools to the home and to the market place. 
Many of the learned men in Italy came from the great city of Constantinopole. It was besieged and taken by Turks in 1453. All the great libraries and schools in Constantinople had been broken up and destroyed. The Latin and Greek scholars were driven out of the city, glad to escape with their lives and with such books as they could carry away with them. Being learned men, many of them found a welcome in the cities and towns in which they stopped.                                 
They began to teach the people how to read the Latin and Greek books which they had brought with them and also taught them to read the Latin and Greek books which were kept in many towns of Europe, but which few people at that time were able to read.                                                                                                                        Foreign scholars and artists began to teach in England during the reign of Henry VIII. In painting and music the first period of the Renaissance was the one of imitation. Painting was represented by German artist Holbein, and music by Italians and Frenchmen. With literature the case was different. The English poets and dramatists popularized much of the new learning. The freedom of thought of English humanists revealed itself in anti feudal and even anti bourgeois ideas, showing the life of their own people as it really was.

