OPINION

Hello Dear Reader,
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In fact, every season is beautiful in its own way. But we love winter for its variety of different holidays. Unfortunately, it’s cold, the sun sets early and rises late. But nobody cancels lessons. And in spite of these conditions we have to get up every morning, wear warm clothes and go to school. Do not lose courage! The Lyceum disco is coming. And then there will be… the long-awaited holidays! I congratulate you on New Year and Christmas and I wish this year were                   

                                      exciting and unforgettable for you!
              ‘Opinion’ editorial staff

      Anna Skvortsova.
         For the leavers – Stop and Think!

I do believe these sayings will help you to pass exams and enter the institute.
As you make your bed, so you must lie on it.

Where there is a will there is a way.

Jack of all trades and master of none.

No pains, no gains.
Forewarned is forearmed.

Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today.

Business before pleasure.

Never say die.

Dear readers, I would like you to write us how you will spend you holiday.
        Our task for our freshmen.
Translate these sentences into Russian.
1. уставиться на что-либо            5. хвастаться
2. геройствовать                           6. хмуриться 
3. один на один                              7. ухмыляться  
4. вероломный                               8. сводить концы с концами

Every country has its national holidays, but there are also holidays that are common for many countries. In Russia New Year is the most popular holiday. But in the West people pay more attention to Christmas. The celebrations begin on New Year Eve that is on the 31st of December. It’s loud and noisy. In every open window you can see beautiful fir trees with colorful ornaments. But have you ever thought that fir trees came from German? And do you know any New Year traditions of other countries? 
The Japanese celebrate this holiday not in the evening as we do, but in the morning. No wonder we call Japan ‘The country of sunrise’.
In Mongolia New Year coincides with The Day of Cattle breeding. People compete in different sport games and eat lots of meat.

The Bulgarians sit at the festive table and then switch off the light for a few minutes in order to… kiss. 
The Romanians bake in a celebratory pie coins. Those who find it will be lucky all year!

Some people pour water in a glass and with the clock striking ting midnight they splash out it through the window. Really! The Cubans have got such a strange tradition. They believe with water they splash out bad mood and troubles. 
In Greece visitors bring stones and, believe me or not, throw them into their friends’ house. It isn’t a kind of joke! They wish their friends to have as much money as the stones weight. And they give to each other a new pack.
The Italians throw out all the unnecessary and useless things. The streets are always full of litter. At the beginning of the celebration they set fire to a wooden log. It should decay all New Year night and burn problems and misfortunes.
The Swedes present handmade candles, which symbolize happiness and love.  

In Finland people prefer Christmas. They don’t congratulate friends. They celebrate it with the family. At first they go to sauna and then eat tasty food.

The British spend Christmas in the church. On the 25th they have rich dinner at the table, on which they put bright crackers.

                                                             Compiled by Anna Skvortsova.
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