OPINION

Hello Dear Reader,
Well, the autumn is coming to an end. People are tied of rain and slush. We sit on the sofa and reed our favourite books. Our dreams are far away from study. Nevertheless, we should take into account that we get the first marks every November. It will be stupid of us to waste the time. I wish you good luck! Life is sweet if you cook well.
           ‘Opinion’ editorial staff

  Anna Skvortsova.
Again our task for you. I’m sure you’ll enjoy doing it.
Read the story and translate it into Russian. 
Do you recognize it?
Before his removal, he had managed to contract a strong friendship for Mr. Grimwig, which that eccentric gentleman cordially reciprocated. He is accordingly visited by Mr. Grimwig a great many times in the course of the year. On all such occasions, Mr. Grimwig plants, fishes, and carpenters, with great ardour; doing everything in a very singular and unprecedented manner, but always maintaining with his favourite asseveration, that his mode is the right one. On Sundays, he never fails to criticise the sermon to the young clergyman's face: always informing Mr. Losberne, in strict confidence afterwards, that he considers it an excellent performance, but deems it as well not to say so. It is a standing and very favourite joke, for Mr. Brownlow to rally him on his old prophecy concerning Oliver, and to remind him of the night on which they sat with the watch between them, waiting his return; but Mr. Grimwig contends that he was right in the main, and, in proof thereof, remarks that Oliver did not come back, after all; which always calls forth a laugh on his side, and increases his good humour.
GO AHEARD!

OUR NEW YEAR SURPRISES ARE WAITING FOR YOU!
Fennoscandia wanted.

Have you ever been to another planet? No? And have you been abroad? I’m sure, yes. Don’t you think to be abroad and to be on another planet are the same things?

Fennoscandia is the current name of Finland plus Scandinavia. So, when in Fennoscandia, I saw a great deal of things that impressed me and made me believe I wasn’t on the Earth. Further I’ll call these things ‘surprises’.

The Finnish Surprises.

1) The Finnish sky.
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The sky seemed to be very low, so that I thought it would have been enough to reach out a hand and touch the sky. May be, this country became so closed to my heart thanks to its sky.

2) The Finns and Finnish Language. 

I’m afraid to be lyrical, that’s why I’ll say a few words about the people, living in Finland. Their eyes, faces – all is different, all is unusual and strange (in a good meaning of this word). I needn’t tell you about the native language they speak, but it’s said to be VERY difficult.

3) The Attitude to the Alcohol.

In fact, the unhappy Finns have a law, which prohibits buying much alcohol (not more than 2 bottles or smth like that). To say, that Finns love alcohol drinks – is to say nothing. Their attention can be named quivering. I don’t believe it is considered a good style to drink strong drinks. And as it’s prohibited in the country, they made up their minds to drink at the ferries (because seas and oceans are the neutral territories and Finnish laws aren’t active there).

The Swedish Surprises.

1) The Ferries.
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It’s cool! It’s amazing! It’s unbelievable!

Imagine: the big house (9 or 11-storey building) on the water, and in this house there are clubs, discos, bars, shops, restaurants, etc. I have no words – just emotions. There is only phrase, that I can say, ‘I want to live there.’

2) The Clothes: the Style and Fashion.

The main thing in the Swedes’ appearance is its Atticism and perfection. Anything is fashionable, attractive and winning. On the one hand it’s quite usual, on the other it’s mysterious and a bit of creative.

The Norwegian Surprises.

1) Curtains.

The great surprise for me appeared to be the fact, that there are practically no curtains on the windows. I don’t know if the Norwegians are outspoken or curtains are the articles of luxury, but the fact is still the fact – they definitely don’t like curtains. Thanks to curtains (I mean their absence) we could see everything in a flat or an office.

2) Prices.

It’s an integral part of everybody’s life and not a secret for you, but the prices are really incredibly high. Compare:  1 euro – 9 crones or 35 rubles. For 9 crones you can buy nothing. 

The Danish Surprises.

1) Cycles, Bikes and ‘Iron Horses’.
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Bicycles are on the every corner of each street. I do think, that there are more bicycles, than people in the country.

2) The Atmosphere.

Calmness and quietness conjoin with activity and development. How? I have to answer. They are very special people in a very special country. Strange idea it may seem but it’s true.
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If the page was endless, I would have written about traffic and roads, hotels, buildings, languages of all these countries, money and what not…

When in Fennoscandia, remember: foreigners are the strangers and aliens for you, and they look at you like you are from another planet: so, we CAN understand each other, if we try…

                                                                          Gordeeva Anastasiya form 11b.
