Dear «English»,

We would like to tell you about our school and its experience in the social service in the world (социальное служение в миру). 
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Our school is something out of ordinary. It has been established for Orthodox believers and is called Convent Orthodox School. It belongs to the Holy Trinity St. Seraphim Diveyevo Convent – the fourth and the last Dower (удел) of the Mother of God on the Earth, located in Nizhny Novgorod region.
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Mother superior of the Convent Sergia is our guardian.

Nun of the Convent mother Natalia is the head of our school. Archpriest Father Igor is our confessor. Our teachers are nuns of the Convent as well as laymen and laywomen.

Our school is named after Grand Prince St. Alexander Nevsky – the defender of our Fatherland.

Every day a lot of pilgrims come to the Convent of Diveyevo to venerate the Holy Relics of world known Russian Saint Seraphim the wonderworker of Sarov, to walk along the Holy Ditch of the Mother of God  (Святая Канавка Божией Матери), to bathe in Holy Springs. 

Some pilgrims would like to stay and reside in the village of Diveyevo. So they leave their homes and move to Diveyevo. Consequently the population of Diveyevo is increasing. Faithful parents wish their children attending our orthodox school and receiving spiritual education as well. The pupils of our school have come from different parts of our country and from abroad: the Urals, Kamchatka, Sakhalin, Siberia, from the central part of Russia, the Crimea, Ukraine, Moldova, etc.
There are 83 pupils in our school. Only girls are allowed to study in it. Boys can get external education. An orphanage has been established by the Convent for children who have no parents. Some girls live there and go to our school.

Girls wear school uniform: blue dress decorated with a white collar and a kerchief.
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Our school was established in 1996. It is a two–storied building with a sports ground and a plot behind it and a green lawn with flower-beds in front of it.
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On the ground floor there are special classrooms for Chemistry and Physics. They are light and well equipped. There is also a teachers’ room, a doctors’ room, a gymnasium, a refectory and a library there. There are some classrooms on the first floor. We have a room for manual work for girls. 

They are taught how to cook, to sew, to knit, to embroider, to learn to make things with their own hands.
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There are Holy Corners with Icons in the classrooms. 
Different festivals, concerts, drama, performances, competitions are conducted in the largest classroom as we have no special assembly hall.

There are a lot of nice flower-pots on the window-sills. We have a funny parrot and an aquarium with lovely fish in it. We adore them. 

Beautiful pictures painted by our schoolmates and photos decorate the school walls.

Our school is not large but comfortable. 

The atmosphere is friendly. It makes us feeling like at home.

We learn different subjects: Russian, Literature, English, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, History, Geography and others.
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Besides we learn religious subjects such as: God’s Law, Church Slavonic, Catechism, Piety. We like these subjects because they help us to understand ourselves better, understand the aim of our life on the Earth, and overcome troubles.

Usually a new school year begins with a Moleben which is celebrated in the Holy Trinity Сathedral by Father Igor.

During the Moleben we pray and ask God to help us to study.
At the end of the school year we have a thanksgiving Moleben. We thank our Lord Jesus Christ for everything. On Feast days and on Sundays we attend the Divine Liturgy at the Convent. 

Daily our school begins with a Rule of prayer. The Rule takes several minutes. Classes begin at 8.10 a.m. After three or four lessons we have a 25 minute break for «trapeza».

Usually we have 5 or 6 lessons. Classes are over at 1.25 p. m.     

It is not easy to study. But we try to do our best and are progressing well.

We believe that good knowledge of school subjects will help us later to choose the way in our life. We also learn new information from books, magazines, etc. We can take out books from the school library. There are many bookcases and bookshelves with a lot of books there: we can find the Bible, the writings of the Holy Fathers, the Councils, the lives of the Saints, fiction, science fiction, historical novels and tales, and so on. We take part in different Olympiads and region competitions. For example, the Olympiad in Mathematics which was held by Moscow State University during this school year. Two girls won some prizes for their knowledge of Mathematics.

Further our schoolgirls have received lots of prizes in region competitions such as: 
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«Семья-театр жизни»

«Люби и знай свой край » 
«Пасхальные напевы Дивеевской земли»
«Семья и здоровье»

«Родители и я – дружная семья»

«Православно – патриотическая песня», etc.
Sport competitions are often held in our school and we take an active part in them. We like them very much and find them interesting. 
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We often spend our pastime together with our Head teacher, teachers and parents. Sometimes we go to the forest and have a rest by a river side which is a real pleasure. We enjoy the beauty of nature and find a lot of new things. We also collect materials for our school museum. We play different games. Cooking meals over the fire is a great fun.  
After the rest we clean up the territory by collecting rubbish. The Earth is our home and we must take care of it. Outdoor activities make us friendlier, helping us to understand each other better, make our school life more interesting, uniting parents and teachers, keeping mutual understanding. We have no problems like «Fathers and children». 
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Teachers teach us to be kind, modest, honest, polite, obedient and humble, to forgive each other for all offences committed, and to love our parents, relatives and others. The teachers often take us to different places of interest and exhibitions. We respect them very much. We are so thankful to them. 
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We are fond of travelling. Recently a group of schoolgirls together with teachers and parents went sightseeing to St. Petersburg. They couldn’t but admire the ensemble in Palace Square. They visited the Hermitage, remarkable Kazan Cathedral, St. Alexander Nevsky Lavra and other places of interest. Going sightseeing helps us to understand better the history of Russia.    

We are committed to the social service. The service to people, bringing them aid, visiting their homes and helping them in their sorrow is our most exciting occupation which gives us a real joy and satisfaction. As stated in the Gospel parable, God’s judgment will be made for each of us according to the law of Love. When addressing the righteous and sinners, Christ in His words about the Last Judgment speaks about love and charity. «As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to Me».

Christian love is the ability to see Christ in every person, whoever he may be. From the History of Russia we know a lot of men who dedicated their lives to the service of mankind. 
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For example:

· Grand Prince St. Alexander Nevsky who came to Tatar Golden Horde and without hesitation was ready to give his life for saving his Fatherland. He is a real hero who is admired for his courage and his patriotic activity. 
· St. John of Kronstadt is known for his immense charitable activities. He was enabled to found workshops for unemployed, orphanages, canteens, almshouses, etc. His example moved others to imitate him: people made contributions to charitable and educational establishments.

· St. Simeon of Verkhoturye used to sew clothes for poor people free of charge.
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Grand Duchess St. Elizabeth - the new martyr, served as a shining example of selfless devotion to others and true struggler in Orthodox piety. She created the Martha-Mary community in Moscow and helped poor and sick people.
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During the Great Patriotic War the people of our country fought heroically with Cod’s help, defending their Motherland. They fought to the last and very many of them did not come back from the war. 

· There is a three-storied building in Volgograd (Stalingrad) known as a house of Pavlov. Several soldiers headed by senior lieutenant Pavlov heroically defended that building against fascists. The fascists were defeated. However senior lieutenant Pavlov was the only person to survive. At present he is Archimandrite Kirill (Pavlov) of the Holy Trinity St. Sergius Lavra. He was a spiritual Father of three Russian patriarchs. 
· Surgeon Anthony (Bloom), in future Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh, UK, Russian Orthodox Church. He was in the French army doing surgery during the German occupation.
When we visit Hero Cities such as Moscow, St. Petersburg, Volgograd, Kerch and other cities we learn how to love our country. We must not forget the heroes and we must be ready to defend our country against all enemies.
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Thus, a multitude of people have given good examples for others to follow. Our school also tries to follow them doing good deeds for people for the sake of Christ. We try to find people who need help and take care of them. They are very grateful.
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For example, members of the Patriot group of our school take care of veterans of war, who are old and weak. Our schoolchildren help them about the house, bring them medicine and food, help them to go to the hospital, send greetings and presents for their birthday, show them our school museum. Even a few warm words, spoken with love, are very helpful for those people. On Victory Day we usually arrange special concerts for war veterans and invite them to come to our school. Firstly we remember those who did not come back from the war. Father Igor serves panikhida. During the concerts we sing war songs and recite war poems. After the concerts mother superior Sergia and mother Natalia give them presents and flowers. The veterans tell us about the Second World War and how they fought for victory. On Victory Day we also bring flowers to the monument of the Unknown Soldier and take part in the official ceremony. 
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There is a searching group «Sledopyt» at our school. The members of this group have investigated whether there are women in Diveyevo region who took part in the Great Patriotic War. Eleven women –soldiers were found! They were not awarded with medals but they worked hard at the front during the Great Patriotic War cooking meal for soldiers, washing, giving wounded soldiers the first aid. They told us lots of interesting things. 
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«Sledopyty» have collected a great deal of materials for the school war museum and prepared the performance «У воины не женское лицо». War veterans Sopheikina A. I., Surova M. K., Morozova M. D. took part in the performance. It was great! Our school take care of an «Old people’s home». We grow flowers for their garden, visit them and give them presents and concerts. They want us to come to see them again and again.
Every year our school especially prepares for celebrating the most favorite Feasts: Christmas-the Birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ and Holy Easter-Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We take part in painting Easter cakes (kulich) for the Convent. We stage different plays, compose a piece of music and songs, learn Christmas carols and Easter poems, draw and make the scenery and the costumes, think about funny competitions. 
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Our school actors visit Diveyevo district veterans and veterans of labour; the Diveyevo Charity home, the Children’s home, the Kindergarten, firemen and large families. Everybody likes the performances given by our school actors and is very thankful. 

Schoolchildren enjoy their experience in the social service. More charity deeds are still to be done. 
Following the social service experience at the school, most our former school leavers decided to continue to devote their lives to the social service. They entered medical universities and medical colleges located in Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod and Sarov. They want to become doctors and help people. 

Our school means a lot to us. Particularly, our school:

-teaches us moral and spiritual values;

-teaches us to love our Homeland, to know its history, culture and spiritual heritage;

-helps us to solve different problems and make our own decisions;

-helps us to get work experience and to make up our mind about our future occupation;

-helps us to spend our free time sensibly and helping other people. 
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It is really great to study here. We have never regretted our choice. 

With love in Christ,
Maria Saphronova

Yevgeniya Zhigalova
Barbara Mulyar
Svetlana Pronkina

Valentina Prokopenko and others.

Convent Orthodox School,

Deveyevo.
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