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Introduction 
In 2007 Russian and American people celebrated the 200th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two countries. But our relations with America had begun long before establishing close relations. It was interesting for me to learn that Russia had colonies in North America and there was a trade company, which was called Russian American Company. Besides, I learnt that the citizen of our town Kirill Timofeyevich Khlebnikov was one of the leading figures of the Company. 
So, I decided to learn about:

· the history of the company,

· what role the company played for the development of the peoples of that area,

· who did much for the development of the Company,

· Kirill Timofeyevich’s life and work in the Company.
Besides, it is interesting for me to learn what pupils of our lyceum know about the Russian American Company and our famous countryman.

I am going to ask them the following questions:

1. When did the Russians begin the colonization of North America?

2. What was the main occupation of the people of Russian America?

3. Who was the first Governor of Russian America?

4. What role did Kirill Timofeyevich played in the Company?

Russian Colonization of America
Northern Alaska was discovered by Ivan Fedorov in 1732. The Aleutian Islands, southern Alaska and northwestern shores of North America were discovered in 1741 by Russian explorers Vitus Bering and Aleksei Chirikov. The first Russian colony in Alaska was founded in 1784 by Grigory Shelikhov. The Russian-American Company was formed in 1799 by Nikolay Rezanov for hunting sea otters for their fur. The peak population of the Russian colonies was about 40,000 people, but most of these were Aleuts.

 Russian explorers and settlers built trading posts in Alaska, the Aleutian Islands, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon and in northern California. For example, Fort Ross, some 50 miles north of San Francisco, was founded in 1812 and closed in 1841. El Presidio Real de Sonoma, or Sonoma Barracks, was established at Sonoma, California in 1836.

Russian-American Company
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The Russian-American Company was a semi-official colonial trading company started by Grigory Shelikhov and Nikolai Rezanov and chartered by Tsar Paul I in 1799. 

The Russian-American Company dominated for 20 years in trade in Russian America, which included the Aleutian Islands, Alaska, and the territory down to 55° N latitude. 

When Alexander Baranov governed the region between 1790 and 1818, a large settlement was established in 1804 at Novo-Arkhangelsk, today's Sitka, and a fur trade was organized.

The company constructed forts in Alaska and California. Fort Ross, on the California coast just north of San Francisco, was the southernmost outpost of Russian America. Now it is an open air museum. Russian Fort Elizabeth was built in Hawaii by an agent of the company.

The population of the colony at Ross consisted of a multicultural, multiethnic community. 

 The largest group was Native Alaskan. The Russians called them “Aleut”. For about ten thousand years, these people lived in the western part of the Alaskan Peninsula, the Kodiak Archipelago, and many volcanic islands.

There were also Alaskan native people whom the Russians called Fox Island Aleuts, or Unangan, “the People of the Sea.” Company records and archaeological evidence show that Unangan men were hunters and they worked at Ross. 

The Russians also had an artel (a work group of hunters). It in the west of the entrance to San Francisco Bay. They gathered bird eggs, killed birds for food, and used their skins for garments. They killed Sea lions to provide skins and sinews for the baidarkas, meat and blubber for food, bladders and intestines for waterproof clothing and oil for lamps. 

 There appeared people who were called Creoles, they were children of the Russians and the Natives. The Russian government tried to help these people. Many of its representatives got education and became doctors, engineers, teachers and so on. 
From the 1820s the profits from the fur trade began to decline. In 1818 the Russian government took control of the Russian-American Company from the merchants who held the charter. The explorer and government official Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangel was the first president of the company during the government period.

In 1867 the company finished its commercial activities and passed control of Alaska to the United States. The commercial interests of the Russian American Company were sold to Hutchinson, Kohl & Company of San Francisco, California who then renamed their company to the Alaska Commercial Company.
Fort Ross
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The company constructed forts in what is today Alaska and California. The Russian-American Company was present in California not very long. However, there were many buildings and places, which reminded of the Russians such as buildings and the stockade at Fort Ross, The Russians were the first to explore and map parts of Northern California.

Fort Ross, on the California coast was the southernmost outpost of Russian America.

Up to 1816, the sea otter hunting was the main occupation for the citizens of Fort Ross. But the number of sea otters became smaller, and, by 1820 or so, agriculture and stock raising became the main. But the Ross settlement didn’t become an important food base for Alaska and for Siberia. There were many reasons. The land around the settlement was limited and rather infertile. Coastal fogs and wild oats often caused poor wheat harvest. Gophers, mice, and blackbirds damaged the tilled fields and badly affected harvests. 
Moscow-trained agronomist Yegor Leontievich Chernykh tried to introduce mechanization and scientific farming. But the colonists used their own knowledge of growing crop but they were unable to grow a lot of grain. 
The Russians experimented with fruit trees. The first peach tree, brought from San Francisco, was planted in 1814. The Russian orchard, which was located on the hillside less than a mile from Ross, included apples, peaches, grapes, cherries, and several types of pear. This orchard, which still can be visited today, contains several fruit-bearing trees that were possibly planted over a century and a half ago.
Vasilli Khlebnikov, K.T. Khlebnikov’s nephew was the manager of one of the three Company ranchos near the Ross Settlement. This ranch helped to supply the Ross Settlement and Sitka with agricultural products. 
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Alexandr Baranov
Alexandr Baranov was the first governor of Russian Alaska.

Alexandr Andreevich Baranov was born in 1746 in Kargopol, in the Arkhangelsk province of Russia.

Alexandr ran away from home at the age of fifteen. He became a successful merchant in Irkutsk, Siberia. His attention was attracted to Russian Alaska, by the growing fur trade there. He became a successful trader there and established and managed trading posts in the Kodiak Island region.

From 1799 to 1818 he became chief manager for the Russian-American Company. He managed all of the company's interests in Alaska, including the Aleutian and Kuril Islands. Baranov convinced native hunters to expand their range to include the coasts of California. Baranov also developed education for native Alaskans. Under his leadership, schools were created and frontier communities became less isolated.

Near the end of his life, Baranov started a return journey to Russia. Baranov became very ill on the journey and died in the Dutch settlement of Batavia, in Java, in 1819.
Grigory Shelikhov
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Grigory Ivanovich Shelikhov was born on July 20, 1747 in  Rylsk and died on July 31, 1795. He was a Russian seafarer and merchant. From 1775 Shelikhov organized commercial trips of the merchant ships to the Kuril Islands and the Aleutian Islands. In 1783–1786, he led the expedition to the shores of Russian America. During this expedition they founded first Russian settlements in North America. Later Grigory Shelikhov became the supervisor of those settlements. Shelikhov was one of the founders of the Russian-American Company, which was officially registered in 1799.

A gulf in the Sea of Okhotsk, a strait between Alaska and Kodiak Island, and a town in the Irkutsk Region have Shelikhov's name. There is a statue of Shelikhov in his native Rylsk.
Nikolai Rezanov

[image: image5.jpg]


Nikolay Petrovich Rezanov was born in St Petersburg on March 28, 1764. By the age of 14, he had learnt five languages.

In 1791, he joined the staff of Gavrila Derzhavin as the private secretary to the Empress. Several years earlier, he met Grigory Shelikhov and became interested in the merchant's project to get a monopoly of the fur trade in Russian America. 

Before tsar Paul’ death he had obtained the tsar’s signature to the document, which let the Russian-American Company dominate over the coast of North-Western America, from latitude 55 degrees northward; and over the chain of islands from Kamchatka to Alaska and to Japan for twenty years.

At the end of winter 1806 Rezanov sailed for the Spanish settlements in California. He proposed to trade for food-stuffs, and to arrange a treaty of cooperation with New Spain. 

The treaty with California was the least of Rezanov's projects. In fact, he was deeply and humanely concerned for his employees and the natives who were little more than the slaves of the company.

Although he was received with great courtesy, he was informed that the laws of Spain forbade her colonies to trade with foreign powers, and that the governor of all the Californias was incorruptible. 

There Rezanov fell in love with Concepción Argüello, the daughter of the commandant of San Francisco, Rezanov returned from America to Russia and left for St Petersburg to get the signature of the tsar to the treaty, and also personal letters to the pope and king of Spain to ask them to let him marry.
But unfortunately, he died of fever and exhaustion in Krasnoyarsk, Siberia, on March 8, 1807. 

All in all, the treaty was never signed, the reforms of Rezanov died of discouragement, the fortunes of the colonies gradually collapsed, and the Spanish girl who had loved Rezanov became a nun. 

In 1979, the composer Aleksey Rybnikov and the poet Andrey Voznesensky wrote one of the first Russian rock operas based on a love story of Nikolai Ryazanov. They named the opera after two of Rezanov's ships, Juno and Avos. The original production was a great success in the Lenkom Theatre in the course of 25 years.

One of the ten barons of Russia, Rezanov was the first Russian ambassador to Japan in1804. He was a famous traveller and commanded the expedition himself as far as Kamchatka. Nikolai Rezanov was the member of the St Petersburg Academy of Sciences.

He was the author of a lexicon of the Japanese language and of some other works. These books are kept in the library of the St Petersburg Academy of Sciences. 
Kirill Timofeyevich Khlebnikov

One of the greatest figures of the Russian American Company was Kirill Timofeyevich Khlebnikov.
K.T. Khlebnikov’s family was very famous in Kungur. His father once was the head of the town. Kirill Timofeyevich’s grandfather and greatgrandfather served in Kungur. His grandfather had been the head of Kungur for 20 years.

Kirill Timofeyevich’s father died when Kirill was 10 years old and his elder brothers Alexei and Ivan had to bring him up. 

In his childhood Kirill got interested in far countries and when he was 20, he made a decision to leave his home and travelled to Kamchatka.

K. Khlebnikov was appointed the representative of the Russian American Company in the area along the Okhotsk Sea and in Kamchatka.  His task was to get acquainted with these peoples, learn their culture, traditions and customs and set up trade.

His life was far from being easy. He was about to be frozen more than once in the cold tundra. He was about to sink in frozen rivers and seas. Finally, he got rheumatism he suffered from all his life.

Different illnesses, adventures on land and in the sea destroyed Kirill Timofeyevich’s health. So, he made a decision to return to Kungur. On his way, Kirill Timofeyevich stopped in Irkutsk. There he got a message to go to St. Petersburg. There he was accused of dissipation. Though Kirill Timofeyevich was innocent, he had to go to America to serve the company.

On the 7th of September in 1816 K. T. Khlebnikov went to Russia America on board the ship “Kutusov”. The ship went round cape Gorn in South America and finally came to the capital of Russian America, Novo - Archangel.

The voyage was difficult. A terrible storm began as soon as the ship left Europe. It lasted for 2 days. Another storm met them in the beginning of February when the ship was passing the Fiery ground. 

Only in a year and two months and a half after leaving Krondshtadt. K. T. Khlebnikov stepped on the shore. 
K. T. Khlebnikov was responsible for all in Russian America. He travelled a lot and visited California, Mexico, Peru, Chili, Brasilia in order to make and develop trade contacts. He also opened schools and kindergartens for natives’ children, made collections in Botany, Zoology and Ethnography. All in all, he lived there 16 years.

Again adventures chased a brave traveller. Many times he was nearly to die in the sea or on land. He used to say that he had gone through fire and cupper trumpets.

He tried to help the people of the Russian America as their life was very hard. They earned little money selling fur. There wasn’t much food. They were short of salt, bread. Besides, Kirill Timofeyevich took care of the natives. There were many problems in relations between the Russians and the native Indians. The Indians were displeased with the fact that the representatives of the Russian American Company bought the skins of animals much cheaper than foreigners. But trade with foreigners was banned. Very often the Indians were ready to fight for their rights. But the Russian tried to avoid conflicts. So, Kirill Timofeyevich had to use the art of diplomatic relations with the native people.
Especially Kirill Timofeyevich supported the Creoles. He helped them to get education and thanks to Kirill Timofeyevich many of the Creoles became doctors, engineers, teachers, explorers and so on.

Some Creoles did much for exploration their world. So, Andrei Klimovsky explored the Mednaya river, the Shantar Islands and described them. Another Creole Alexander Kashevarov travelled a lot all over the world, he opened new lands: Menshikov’s coast, Stopover’s  Cape , Prokofiev and Kuriyanov’s Bay.

Beside economic problems, K. T. Khlebnikov also had some other work. He collected interesting stones, minerals, local plants, butterflies, beetles, little birds sand so on. He sent  the examples to St. Petersburg Academy. The first collection arrived there in 1831. It was a big collection of insects. In 1833, it was a collection of Mexican insects. Different collections continued to arrive to the Academy later. 

Kirill Khlebnikov sent to St. Petersburg different collections of minerals as well. Besides, there were things illustrated the way of life of people from the Aleut Islands. They were: clothes, tableware and so on. Some of the things were unique.

In 1825, Khlebnikov was awarded the title of the Company Advisor. He was also given a gold medal of Vladimir’s Ribbon.

Kirill Timofeyevich was a man of many talents. He was a brilliant trader. He was interested in traditions and customs of people. Kirill Timofeyevich knew the languages of the people from the Aleut Islands. He learnt Spanish to talk with Spanish monks. He also was interested in the history, nature of California. Later he wrote a book about it.

Kirill Timofeyevich developed friendly relationship with the Spanish and it was useful for both countries.

Being in Russian America Kirill Timofeyevich began his literary career. His ‘Notes about California’ appeared in the magazine ‘Son of the Motherland’.
Conclusion 
I have read many articles about the company and people who played an important role in its development. And I came to the following conclusion:
· The Russian explorers did much for discovering new lands and developing them.
· The Company helped the natives to survive and did much for their education.
· The Russians developed trade, but I should mention, that the natives were not satisfied with the prices set up by the company.
· The fates of famous Russian Explorers are connected with the Russian– American Company. There are many places named after Russian people.
· The heads of the company were people, who also investigated the land, studied culture of the native people and wrote books about the Russian America.
Speaking about my lyceum-mates, I should mention that they know little about the Russian American Company and people who discovered Russian America. So, I believe, that the material could be interesting for my classmates and other pupils of the lyceum. The material of my scientific paper can be used at the lessons of history, Area history, Geography and English.
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