Sports in Tatarstan.
I am Artur Miftakhov. I’m nine years old. My family is large. I’ve got a father, a mother, a little brother and a little sister. Our family likes sports very much. My father is a good hockey player. I like to play hockey too. 2009 is a year of sports and health. Today everybody wants to be fit, feel good, look slim and stay young. What kinds of sports are there in Tatarstan? Now I want to tell you about it.
Millions of people all over the world are fond of sports and games. Sport is very popular in Tatarstan too.
The Bulgars were nomadic tribes, so horse-riding is a tradition for Tatarstan. Kazan hippodrome celebrated its 139th birthday in 2008.
Early Tatars were brave people. They were strong and well-trained in running, shooting, horse-riding and wrestling.
Today Tatarstan is the land of well-developed sportsmen, famous athletes, the Olimpic champions known all over the world.
Rashid Nezhmetdinov (1912-1974) was among them. He became a chess champion of Tatarstan and Russia. His name was world-famous. He was the first who wrote books on chess in the Tatar language. Today youth chess championships named after R. Nezhmetdinov are held in Russia every year.
In 2002 the men’s team of hockey on grass “Dynamo” became the owner of the Cup of Russia and a bronze prize winner for the first time.
In 2004 the team “UNICS” became a silver prize of the championship of Russia.
The sportsmen of Tatarstan showed high sports results in the 27th  summer Olympic Games (Svetlana Demina – a silver medal in sports gymnastics, Denis Kapustin – a bronze medal in athletics).
The Kazan “Ak Bars” is the most popular ice-hockey team in Tatarstan. It has become one of the best ice-hockey teams in Russia. The Kazaners are always  happy to go to their matches. The “Ak Bars” fans wear T-shirts and caps with the colours of the “team”: green, white and red. These colours are symbolic for Tatarstan as they are the colours of our state flag.
So, you see sport is well-developed in our republic.
