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1. Introduction.

It is impossible to imagine our life without travelling. Modern means of transport give a great chance to visit distant countries.

While travelling all over the world people admire the aborigines’ life, they try to learn their history.

They get surprised by the beauty of their largest cities and small towns there. If you travel in Russia you should be ready to some surprises, too.

Every region has its “pearls”. As for our Archangelsk Region we can name Solvychegodsk as one of the unforgettable places for tourists.

Solvychegodsk is situated on the right –hand bank of the river Vychegda(It is a stream of the

 Northern Dvina), 830 kilometers south – east far from the regional city Archangelsk.

Solvychegodsk is in Kotlas District. Nowadays the population of the town is a bit more than 3,000

people.

It is the fact that Solvychegodsk is a balneological and mud health resort. It was founded in 1923.About 40 adult people and 150 children come here every month.

Solvychegodsk is called the bewitched town. You can read about it in the book “At the Salt Vychegodskaya”by Vladimir Nogovitsin.

I was born in Vychegodsky,on  the railway station not far from the “pearl”. We hear that many people come to Solvychegodsk every year. Foreign tourists are bound in honour to visit it. It is a great happiness they consider to walk along its streets, to listen to the ringing of the bells, to see the houses there, because every house is a part of the Russian history.

Unfortunately   those who live near the town don’t think much about the beauty of the “pearl”.

Many guests come to Solvychegodsk every July. So, do I. We try to see the Prokopyevskaya Fair. On the way to Solvychegodsk you can see the motto “Look into the Root”.

These are the words of a well-known humour writer Kozma Prutkov.

I saw the coat of arms and was surprised by the fact that the upper part of it is like in the  Vologda coat of arms.

So I decided to investigate three questions: 


-What attracts foreign tourists to Solvychegodsk? I decided to know the history of the town.

                -Who was Kozma Prutkov?


     -Why is the upper part of the coats of arms like in the Vologda coat of arms?
During my work I looked through much material in our local newspaper “Dvinskaya Pravda”,

books and  the texts in the Internet.

11. Solvychegodsk is five centuries years old.

1. Some interesting facts about Solvychegodsk.

When you enter the town you feel like you are in the 19th century. There are the wooden houses and only few ones made of bricks there.

- Solvychegodsk was mentioned in the historical papers in 1492.

-It was a settlement near the Solyanoe Lake. There were salt mines there.

-Solvychegodsk was a great trade industrial and cultural centre in the 16-17th century 

There are some more interesting facts about Solvychegodsk:

-It was a uyezd town in Vologda province in 1796.

- It became the town of Archangelsk Region since1937.

-It was the first town where tea was to be drunk in the Russian state!

-There are more than 40   architectural monuments in such a small town.

2. Every house and building is a history of the Russian state.

Some of the most important buildings are: the Krapins house, the Khaminovs house,the Pyankovs house, some churches and cathedrals (among them the Cathedral of Blagoveschenya, the  church of yavleniya Bogoroditcy,  Spasoobydennaya church and others.

The Cathedral of Blagoveschenya it was the last Cathedral, which was erected in the times of the Tsar Ivan the Terrible. They began to build it in 1560 and finished it at the beginning of the 70ths of the 16 th century. It was the largest building made of bricks in Solvychegodsk. All the other buildings and churches were wooden ones. I don’t want to describe the Cathedral itself but it is worth watching. Many painters come and work here.

 As for the church of Yavleniya Bogoroditcy it was built by three sons of Anica Stroganov. Its patron was Grigory Stroganov. The master’s name who painted the icons to it was Stepan Narykov.

 Grigory Ivanov made the screen separating sanctuary from the rest of the church and adorned with images.

3. Solvychegodsk was the Stroganovs’ family patrimony.

Solvychegodsk was connected with the family of the Stroganovs. They were the significant figures at that time. That town was the cradle of the largest clan of the Stroganovs .Among them were landowners, bankers, statesmen of the tsarist Russia. But they came from peasants from Totemsky uyezd. And there was the village there where the Stroganovs lived. They were occupied in grain – growing, carpentry, handicraft and trade.

4. Anica Stroganov was the pioneer of the trade-industrial company

 Anica Stroganov was a reasonable and cruel person. He was stingy.  He was busy not only in salt production, but in buying lands. He was very rich. Ivan the Terrible permitted him to have his own army.

Solvychegodsk was the centre of the so called private empire. In spite of the stinginess Anica Stroganov was an open-handed protector of art. He gave a lot of money to art and handicraft. And even there was such a “Stroganov’s style in architecture, music, painting and literature.

5. The Stroganovs supported talented people.

Many talented people were around the Stroganovs.Their protector was Alexander Stroganov.He was a President of the Russian Art Academy.He had a musical ear and D.S.Bortnyansky was one of his friends.  P.I.Chaikovsky and S.A.Degtyarev highly appreciated his creative work.D.S. Bortnyansky together with G.R. Derzhavin wrote the cantata devoted to A.S. Stroganov.

There is the connection of this town with a great number of well known writers and poets. N.V.Gogol, N.S.Leskov, D.I.Fonvisin,I. A. Krylov,G.R, Derzhavin wrote  described the people of the town. V.S.Picul also tried to write about the Stroganovs. There is such an opinion that A.S. Pushkin had an attitude to Solvychegodsk. He often drew the image of a woman in his rough copies. It was the image of Natalya Victorovna Kochubei. They say that the great poet was in love with her. But she got married the count Alexander Grigoryevich who came from the Stroganovs.He was an uncle of N.A.Goncharova.

6. Kozma Prutkov was a unique thing.

The writer Kozma Prutkov was fabricated by Zhemchuzhnikov brothers (Alexey,Vladimir and Alexander) and their cousin Alexey Konstantinovich  Tolstoy. They became his “fathers” .But he had no”  mother”. Kozma Prutkov began to publish his works in 1854. He showed himself as a witty and brave parodist. His friends helped him to develop his talent. Those were N.A.Nekrasov, Panaev and Dobrolyubov. They published his works in the magazine “Sovremennik”.

Some people said that Kozma Prutkov was A.S. Pushkin’s relative.

He also had a cousin, named Porfiry Ivanov. Everybody knows him! He lived a healthy life and walked along snowy streets barefood. He had many followers in Russia. Kozma Prutkov was believed to do the same and to swim in an opening cut in the ice at 6 o” clock not far from Blagoveschensky Cathedral every morning. All the Solvychegodsk men are said to follow Kozma Prutkov and like to “swim” in the snow while washing in a bath-steam house.

. Kozma Prutkov had a mobile expressive face. His portrait was created by the painters Leo Zhemchuzhnikov, Baiderman, and Lagorio. They imagined him in such a way.

As a real son of his time he didn’t create anything, he only signed the written by Zhemchuzhnikov brothers’ (Alexey,Vladimir and Alexander) and their cousin Alexey Konstantinovich  Tolstoy’s works. He was a clever, good- tempered man of principles, and a patriot of Russia. He left a great number of witty ideas and instructions to the future generations. It was he who said “When you are throwing stones into the water just look at them or you are doing it in vain!

Kozma Prutkov died in 1863.But as for his works they live! People not only in our region but in the distant village of Dolgorukovo not far from Lipetsk remember him. They have a monument to him and his museum. His “fathers lived there for a long time. The people of Bryansk remember him, too.

There is a park named after Alexey Konstantinovich Tolstoy there and you can see monuments to Kozma Prutkov and to his personages. It’s a pity, but we have no. He was born in 1801. And they say that he was born in the village of Tenteleevaya Sludskaya not far from Solvychegodsk!

So we believe that it is the town in the North of our country Solvychegodsk will be the capital of Russian Humour.

But now we only have the Festival of Humour named after him. It was firstly spent during the   Prokopyevskaya Fair in 1998.

7. The   Prokopyevskaya Fair is worth visiting.

The people in Solvychegodsk wanted to trade and they could do that perfectly! In old times they had fairs three times a year. They had the Alexeevskaya Fair In March, the   Prokopyevskaya Fair in July and Vvedenskaya Fair in November. Every fair was like bride show! Marriageable girls tried to find their destiny during those fairs.

Few people know that the   Prokopyevskaya Fair was the name of the sable Fair. It took place in “Salt Vychegodskaya” on the Saint Prokopy’s Day. The greater part of all the Russian fir was traded on it. Russian people liked to wear fir. The foreign visitors wrote that the clothes of Russian aristocracy were luxurious. They sold not only sables but cattle, timber, leather, potatoes, cabbages, and also trophies of the chase.Those were squirrels and hazel-hens

The tradition of spending of the   Prokopyevskaya Fair is renewed in 1992.It has a great success.

III.Conclusion.
Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492.During my work at my topic I discovered Solvychegodsk for myself. When I come here I find out something interesting and surprising.

And not only I! The international expedition called “Russian America” came here in May 1992.The professor Rockityansky the participant of that expedition said, “Remarkable places! A remarkable

town! Remarkable people! At last we ‘ve seen a real ancient Russian culture!” A representative of the American town Waterville, state Main said, “We could imagine the significance of this town for the history of  Russia.”

Now I really believe that Solvychegodsk will be an important centre of the international and national tourism. In many small towns abroad tourism brings in a great income. Why not do so here? We can say that every stone and every house is  a historical value in Solvychegodsk !

As for such salt lakes and mineral springs-there are few of them in the world!

Foreigners are ready to help to develop Solvychegodsk as a tourist destination. Let’s take Norway, for example. They have signed    the project «The Development of the Cooperation between the Archangelsk Region and Norway in the Event Tourism». Our project devoted to the Festival named after Kozma Prutkov is a part of it. That means benefits: new jobs and business: additional income: new markets for local products: greater environmental and cultural awareness and protection: new skills and technologies.
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