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London
London is the capital city of England and of the United Kingdom situated on the Thames River, the largest city in Britain and one of the largest cities in the world.
From the earliest times the Romans, the Saxons, the Danes and the Normans settled there in turn. With the passing years London continued to grow in importance and prosperity. The existence of London depended on its water-born trade which still makes London one of the world's largest ports. Historical and geographical circumstances have turned London into one of the world's most important commercial and cultural centre. The first mayor of London was elected in 1193, but for more than a thousand years before that London had been a place of some importance.
London survived the Plague, which killed nearly 70. 000 people and the Great Fire which followed. Little damage occured during World War I. but World War II brought tremendous destruction to the city: a great number of buildings of historic value were laid in ruins. Yet much was spared, including the Tower, St. Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Abbey which remain the major tourist attractions of the city.
London manages in a unique way to reflect the past and, at the same time, to live a life of a modern city. There is always something new to be discovered, some fresh approach to a familiar scene, some curious piece of life in the city where the old and the new exist side by side in mutual tolerance and respect. London, Britain's colourful capital is full of things to see and do. With superb shopping, world-famous sights and a wealth of excellent entertainment and nightlife. There are two main districts of London - the West End and the East End. These are not merely geographical names. The West End consists of the fashionable houses of the rich, art galleries, famous museums, theatres, palaces and parks. The East End is still a poorer district full of factories and plants; it is a district were poorer people live too, though it can no longer be called a district of the poor as housing conditions have improved.
Piccadilly is a fashionable shopping centre. Its famous fountain with a statue of Eros, the Greek god of love, attracts crowds of tourists.
There are many public parks in London: Hyde Park, Regent Park, Kingsington Gardens, to name only a few.
London zoo (рис.4, 5, 6, 7, 8)
With over 12,000 animals to see London Zoo is one of the most exciting attractions. It's one of the most important zoos in the world breeding threatened animals in captivity. In the Ambika Paul Children's Zoo youngsters can learn a new love for animals as they see and touch them close up. They can also learn how to care for favourite pets in the Pet Care Centre.
It costs Ј8, 000 a year to feed just one elephant, so imagine the food bill for all 12,000 animals!
97 of the species you'll see in London Zoo are facing imminent and total extinction in the wild. Some are already completely extinct in the wild. Almost 1,000 of the world's 9,000 bird species are threatened with extinction. London Zoo's Mission is to fight to conserve the natural world by breeding endangered animals and by inspiring commitments to the conservation of wildlife and threatened habitats. Zoo 2005 is a ten year project to secure the future for the Zoo and for many endangered animals.
THE AMBIKA PAUL CHILDREN'S ZOO
Children will love seeing domesticated animals from around the world such as camels, llamas and reindeer, as well as some rarer breeds of more familiar sheep, ducks, pigs, hens, and ponies.
At the PET CARE CENTRE you can learn about the pleasure of responsible pet ownership.
FEEDING THE PIGS: Why not come along and watch pigs at lunchtime? Better than that, you can even feed them!
CROC AND ROLL!       TWIST AND SNAKE!
At the REPTILE HOUSE you'll see the largest collection of reptiles in any UK Zoo, including the only Chinese Alligators in England and the Tiger Snake.
ELEPHANT HOUSE
This is where the three Asian Elephants, Dilberta, Layang-Layang and Mya live thrunk by horn with two very special Black Rhinos, Rosie and Jos. Find out how you weigh an elephant — when you watch Dilberta, Layang-Layang and Mya stepping up for their daily weigh-in.
SPLISH SPLASH!
PENGUIN POOL!
Apart from the pleasure of watching Black-Footed Penguins going about their daily business, you can also admire their home: an acclaimed architectural masterpiece designed by Bertholdt Libetkin in 1934. Penguin feeding time is not to be missed!
LION TERRACES
The terraces house five of the rarest breeds of big cat in the world, with potential breeding groups of Asian Lions, Sumatran Tigers, Persian and Clouded Leopards and Sand Cats. 1993 saw the birth of five beautiful Asian lion cubs. The animals you'll see here are among the most threatened in the world, killed for their body parts for use in Oriental medicines and suffering from desperate habitat loss.
Trafalgar Square (рис.9,10)
In 1805 England defeated the allied French and Spanish fleets in a great naval battle at Trafalgar; this was a triumphant victory of the British nation over Napoleon. To commemorate the victory of Admiral Lord Nelson at Trafalgar, Trafalgar Square was constructed. The Nelson Column was erected in 1842 in commemoration of Admiral Nelson, who was killed in this battle.

The statue of Nelson on the top of the column was made by a well-known English sculptor Edward Bailey. Round the base there are four bronze carvings representing scenes from famous naval battles. In 1867 four great lions were placed at the foot of the Nelson Column.

On the north side of Trafalgar Square stands the National Gallery, one of the world's leading art galleries, comprising extensive collections of various European schools of art. The square is popular with visitors who come to relax, watch pavement artists, or eat their lunch and feed the pigeons. Like Hyde Park, Trafalgar Square is often referred to in the British press as a place where mass meetings and demonstrations are held, the traditional anti-war march among them.

Piccadilly Circus (рис.11,12,13)

Picadilly Circus is one of the busiest traffic junctions in London. It is surrounded by many distinguished 19th and 20th century buildings and garish advertising signs. In the middle of Picadilly Circus is cast aluminum Angel of Christian Charity (1893; popularly called "Eros"). There is also a large underground station here. Picadilly, one of the five thoroughfares that radiate from the circus is said to have derived its name, first applied sarcastically in 1623, from its proximity to the estate of a tailor, who made a fortune out of selling "pickadils", or collars.

Aquarium (рис.14,15,16,17,18)

In the largest aquarium in Britain, you'll find three huge halls with everything from toothsome sharks to dainty angel fish. It's a feast for the eyes I
TAKE CARE OF ME
There are many special events which take place every day, from pony rides to feeding times and spectacular animal displays. You'll get to meet keepers and ask them about the animals they care for, as well as the ins and outs of being a keeper at London Zoo.
ARRIVE EARLY AND LEAVE LATE!
With so much to see, you won't want to waste a moment. London Zoo is a whole day's fun and interest for youngsters, teenagers and big kids too!
ADOPT ME!
Perhaps you might like to adopt an animal at London Zoo for yourself, a friend or relative. It's an original gift that anyone would love to receive and the money you give will go directly towards the food and veterinary care for the zoo habitat maintenance.
Big Ben (рис.19.20,21)

The famous clock Tower houses «Big Ben» - the clock named after Sir Benjamin Hall under whose direction the construction of the clock was conducted. People call the clock Big Ben, but the name really belongs to the bell on which the clock strikes the hours. A light at the top of the clock Tower shows when Parliament is sitting at night.

Buckingham Palace (рис.22,23,24,25,26)

Buckingham Palace — beyond the highly embellished Queen Victoria Memorial Monument (1910) — was a red brick country mansion built for the Duke of Buckingham in 1705 and bought by George III in 1762. When John Nash reshaped the Hyde Park he enlarged and remodeled the palace and designed Marble Arch, which served as an enter way until 1851, when it was removed to the northeast corner of the park. Since 1837, and the reign of Queen Victoria, it has been the British royal residence in London. When the monarch is in residence, the Royal standard flies from the roof. The guard is changed in the forecourt every morning from April to September and every other morning the rest of the year whether or not the monarch is in residence.

Madam Tussaud’s Museum of Waxworks (рис.27,28,29,30)

Madam Tussaud's Museum of Waxworks consists of several halls with wax images of outstanding political characters, poets and writers, world-famous film stars and musicians, including the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Elvis Priestly, Marilyn Monro, Elizabeth Taylor and her 7 husbands, Alfred Hitchcock, Charles Chaplin and many others. A special place is dedicated to the Royal family. The wax figures are standing and sitting, looking at you, their eyes sparkling, and sometimes you feel uncomfortable in their company.
The Tower of London (рис.31.32.33)
Tower Bridge (рис1, 2, 3)

Whoever comes to London is eager to see the Tower of London,
the scene of nearly 900 years of England's history. The Tower has in the past been a fortress, a palace, a prison and a mint. William the Conqueror began building the Tower for the purpose of protecting the city; other monarchs made additions in later centuries.
The Tower comprises several towers, and the Jewel House where the Crown Jewels are on public display. The White Tower, a massive building inside the walls, was the place where Kings of England held their Court. There is the Bloody Tower too, believed to be the scene of the murder of Edward V and his brother, the Duke of York. Some terrible deeds took place in the grim old Tower. Though kings were born, lived and were married in the Tower, it happened so that they were murdered there, too. Queen Anne Boleyn, the Princess (afterwards Queen) Elizabeth, Sir Thomas More and many other persons of high rank passed under the arch of the Traitors' Gate on their way to prison or the scaffold.
Now the Tower is a museum attracting tourists from all over the world. The Ceremony of the Keys which is centuries old taking place every night an 10 p. m., adds to its attraction. It was said that whoever held the keys to the Tower, held the keys to the kingdom. Five minutes before the hour the Chief Warder and an escort of four approach the gates. The sentry calls out: Halt, who comes there? 

«The keys». «Whose keys?» «Queen Elizabeth's keys». «Advance Queen Elizabeth's keys. All is well».

All towers are locked and the keys are finally carried by the Chief Warder to the Queen's House where they are secured for the night.
Now the only inhabitants of the Tower are ravens. There is a legend that the Tower will fall if it loses its ravens. Therefore the birds with clipped wings are carefully guarded.

Hyde Park (рис.34, 35, 36)

 Hyde Park is Londoners' favorite resting place, where crowds of people may be seen in the «Speaker's Corner» listening to Hyde Park speakers. During the day a lot of people sit on green grass lawns eating sandwiches, drinking beer or drinks and talking and having rest, some in the shade, some in the sunshine. Not only in Hyde Park, have all along the Thames sided gardens ties are resting, taking their midday «breath of air». Everything is nil and peaceful around. You could hardly imagine that an enormous city with its traffic and noise is but a few paces away.

Westminster Abbey (37, 38, 39, 40, 41)

Westminster Abbey is noted for its architecture and historical associations. It is the church where nearly all the kings and queens have been crowned and where many of them are buried. It is an honored resting-place for those who have served the nation, whether in science, like Sir Isaac Newton and Charles Darwin, literature, like Charles Dickens, or politics.

Westminster Abbey is a national shrine where the kings and queens are crowned and famous people are buried. Founded by Edward the Confessor in 1050, the Abbey was a monastery for a long time. The present building dates largely from the time of Henry III who began to rebuild the church, a task which lasted nearly 300 years. The West towers were added in the eighteenth century. Since William 1 almost every

English monarch has been crowned in this great church, which contains the tombs and memorials of many of Britain's most eminent citizens. One of the greatest treasures of the Abbey is the oaken Coronation Chair made in 1300.

Westminster Abbey is noted for its Poets' Corner, containing memorials to William Shakespeare -a dramatist and poet of universal fame, to Robert Burns - Scotland's most famous poet, to George G.Byron and many others.
St. Paul's Cathedral (рис.42, 43, 44)
In the West End of London one can see the famous St. Paul's Cathedral, the masterpiece of the well-known English architect Christopher Wren. The old building of the Cathedral was sadly in need of repair and Christopher Wren was called on to carry out repairs and alterations, but he was prevented from doing this by the Great Plague and the С ii cat Fire of London that destroyed the old cathedral. Nearly
eight years passed after the fire before the ruins of the old building were cleared away and the new work was begun. When Wren made a start, he picked out a stone from the heap of ruins and found on it a word in Latin which meant «1 shall rise again». So he made that the first stone of the new Cathedral. That was on June 21, 1675.
It took him thirty-five years to build the Cathedral. All that time, while doing many other things besides, he laboured at this - his greatest work. He was very poorly paid. He didn't always get his wages. But in spite of these difficulties all was splendidly finished.
The Whispering Gallery which is over 100 feet above the floor of the Cathedral, is remarkable for its acoustics. A person standing at the entrance of the Gallery can hear clearly what is said on the opposite side, 107 feet away. Beneath  the centre of the dome is the tomb of Lord Nelson killed at the battle of Trafalgar.
Sir Christopher Wren, the great architect of St. Paul's, died in 1723, aged 91, and was buried in the building which his genius and toil had created.
Welcome to London!
