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Idioms
1. What are Idioms?
· Introduction.

English is language particularly rich idioms – those modes of expression peculiar to a language (or dialect) which frequently defy logical and grammatical rules. Without idioms English world lose much of its variety and humor both in speech and writing. English idioms do not mean what that literally mean; however, mass media, textbooks and every day language represent rich sources of idiomatic expressions.
· History
Some idioms of the "worldwide English" have first been seen in the works of writers like Shakespeare, Sir Walter Scott, and Lewis Carroll or even in the paperbacks of contemporary novelists. An example of Shakespearian quotation can be found in the following sentence: "As a social worker, you certainly see the seamy side of life." Biblical references are also the source of many idioms. Sports terms, technical terms, legal terms, military slang and even nautical expressions have found their way to the everyday use of English language. Following are some examples of these, some used in either American or British English and some used in both:
"Having won the first two Tests, Australia is now almost certain to retain the Ashes." (Ashes is a British English idiom that is nowadays a well-established cricket term.) 
"A happy hunting ground." (Place where one often goes to obtain something or to make money. Originally American English idiom from the Red Indians' Paradise.) 

·  Future

The future of idiomatic expressions in the English language seems certain. They are more and more based on American English. This development will continue through new mediums like the Internet and interactive mediums. It is hard to say what this will do to idioms and what kind of new idioms are created. This will be an interesting development to follow, and by no means does it lessen the humor, variety and color of English language. 
2.  Help for students who study English.
· The role of illustrations in reading.

Although there is lingering debate regarding the effect of visuals on reading comprehension, some researchers claim that reading materials accompanied by visuals will be more comprehensible. Teacher in America found that words and pictures presented together helped students recall better than alone. It is efficient to provide interesting pictures to foster and reinforce vocabulary development. Consequently, visuals must be stimulating, interesting and motivating to students’ comprehension and retention of reading. 
Cat got your tongue. 

Can't talk? 

                                                                          Picture №1
Come on, Connie! Tell us what you think about our little ride down the rapids yesterday. 
Well uh... 
Wasn't it exciting? 
I uh... 
What's the matter? Cat got your tongue? 
If you must know, I'm keeping quiet because I was scared out of my wits! 
Get in Someone's Hair 

Bother someone 
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                                                                            Picture №2
- Children.! Would you please stop making so much noise! And for heaven's sake, pick up your clothes and toys! 
It's hard enough trying to keep this house clean without your throwing your things all over the place! 
- Clara, I know that the children get in your hair, but you should try not to let it upset you so much. 
- Listen, Jim. I can't help it. The children bother me and make me very angry when they're so noisy and messy. 
Jump down someone's throut 

Become angry with someone 
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                                                                               Picture №3
That's it, Greg! You'd better not come in after midnight again tonight. 
I know, dad. You don't have to jump down my throat! 
I told you that I'd make it home around 11:50.I don't intend to be late! 
Well, you've said that before and in you come at 2:50 in the morning. 
You can't blame me for getting angry and scolding you. I've got good reason. 
· Group discussion in reading comprehension.
Students’ discussing what they read is a helpful strategy to increase their comprehension. Group talk can provide learners with rich opportunities to acquire social and linguistic knowledge necessary for understanding new texts they encounter. American teachers  stressed that students engaging in collaborative talk during content reading, they assisted one another in understanding the meaning of challenging words, getting the main ideas, and answering questions about what they read. As a result, group discussion appears to be an effective technique to enhance students’ reading comprehension.

· Applying group discussion in understanding English Idioms.

Students are likely to be passive learners when they receive lectures only in classrooms. On the contrary, small group discussion could stimulate students to be involved in the active process of constructing knowledge. Furthermore, during group discussions, students will learn from each other, whether consciously or unconsciously. Accordingly, I applied group discussion in students’ active learning of English idioms before explaining the meaning of idioms to them. Students in group discussion could understand English idioms better than when they were introduced to English idioms within a story only. This demonstrated the significant effect of group talk on students’ understanding of English idioms.
· Dialogue writing and Role-play in reading.
Dialogues can provide situations for students to practice ordinary conversation and offer students ample practice with basic speaking skills in context. Firstly, dialogues can be viewed as short plays and used for students to act out rather than simply read aloud. Moreover, the dialogues the students write function as basic communication at all levels. In addition, putting pupils into pairs for the role-play in the daily dialogues is an effective way of oral practice for various ages and levels. American teacher stressed that role-plays are also excellent activities for learners’ speaking in the relatively safe environment of the classroom before they must do so in a real environment. Therefore, dialogues offer students opportunities to act out and practice oral skill before encountering the real world.
Dialogs:

A.  Martin: My new neighbour was at school with you!
Philip: It’s a small world.
It’s a small world. – You are surprised at a coincidence, e. g. meeting someone unexpectedly or discovering mutual friends.

B.       Martin: Is it OK if I bring Jeff to your party?
     Philip: The more, the merrier.

The more, the merrier – You are happy for others to join your group or activity.

C. Martin: Do you think Anne or Brian is to blame for their break-up?
            Philip: It’s six of one and half dozen of the other.

            It’s six of one and half dozen of the other – Two people or groups are equally responsible for a bad situation.

D. Martin: Goodness! It’s nearly midnight!
            Philip: How time flies!
           How time flies! – You are surprised at how quickly time has passed.

E. Martin: Did you manage to get tickets for the concert in the end?
            Philip: No such luck!
           No such luck! - You’re disappointed you were not able to do something.
F. Martin: Do you like caviar?
            Philip: I can take it or leave it.

           I can take it or leave it. – You do not hate something, but you don’t particularly like it either.

G. Martin: He says he’s going to be Prime Minister one day.
            Philip: Don’t make me laugh!
            Don’t make me laugh! – You think something is unlikely.

H. Martin: Would you agree to do overtime for no extra pay?
           Philip: No way!
          No way! – You do not want to do something.
· Conclusion
Since it is vital for learners to learn English idioms in order to master English, it is important for teachers to design various activities for students to use with English idioms and subsequently acquire them efficiently. Moreover, students learn better when they are provided with collaborative activities because they can interact with peers and share fun in learning. Finally, when teachers integrate listening, speaking, reading and writing activities together in teaching English idioms, students can be involved in the application of English idioms in four skills. Thus, it is effective to teach learners English idiom when they are provided with various activities to practice and utilize English idioms in different contexts.

· So, I hope that this lecture will “shed light” on all you need to know about English Idioms and that, by the time you finish the reading my lecture, you’ll be saying: “English Idioms? A piece of cake!”
“shed light” – It means to help people understand a situation.
A piece of cake! – It means extremely easy (informal).
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