Educational System in Great Britain and Russia
INTRODUCTION

If all good people were clever and all clever people were good, the world would be nicer than ever.

We think that education is a key to a good future. And schools are the first step on the education-way. Schools help young people to choose their career, to prepare for their future life, they make pupils clever and well-educated. They give pupils the opportunity to fulfill their talent. 

The main task of this paper is to find out if there are differences between two systems of education: British and Russian one.

Educational System in Great Britain
Children in Britain start school when they are five and stay at school until they are sixteen or older. Schooling is voluntary under the age of 5 but there is some free nursery school education before that age.  Many children in Britain attend nursery school from the age of about three, but these schools are not compulsory. Compulsory education begins at the age of five, when children go to primary school. Primary education lasts for six years.  First they attend the infant school from five to seven and then junior school until they are eleven. Then pupils go to secondary school.
 When a pupil finishes primary school his whole future is decided by an examination influencing his whole life. It is a selective examination for children between their 11th and 12th birthdays (11 plus-examination) who are passing to the secondary school. On the results of this examination they enter a Secondary Grammar, Technical or Modern school. Those who pass this examination go to Grammar or Technical schools and all the rest to Secondary Modern schools or Comprehensive schools.

Schools are divided into the following types:

· Grammar schools. Children who go to grammar schools are usually those who show a preference for academic subjects, although many grammar schools now also have some technical courses.

· Technical schools. Some children go to technical schools. Most courses there are either commercial or technical.

· Modern schools. Boys and girls who are interested in working with there hands and learning in a practical way can go to a technical schools and learn some trade.

· Comprehensive schools. These schools usually combine all types of secondary education. They have physic, chemistry, biology laboratories, machine workshops for metal and woodwork and also geography, history and art departments, commercial and domestic courses.

· SEN (Special Educational Needs)
· private/independent schools

The private sector is running parallel to the state system of education. There are over 2500 fee-charging independent schools in GB. Most private schools are single-sex until the age of 16. Education at independent schools is usually chargeable. Such schools, some of which are boarding schools, cover primary and secondary education and charge between £3000 to £30000 per year . Some schools offer scholarships for those with particular skills or aptitudes or bursaries to allow less well-off students to attend.

Children study 10 subjects: English, mathematics, science, geography, history, art, music, physical education and a foreign language. Most secon​dary schools teach French and some schools offer Spanish, German, Italian and Russian. The first three are called "core" subjects. Pupils take examina​tions in the core subjects at the age of 7, 11 and 14.
After five years of secondary education, pupils take the General Certifi​cate of Secondary Education (GCSE) examination. Most pupils take exami​nations in all subjects.
Compulsory education ends at sixteen. At the age of 16 pupils take school-leaving examinations in several subjects at the Ordinary level. The exam used to be conducted by eight independent examining boards, most of them connected with the university.

Some people choose to stay at secondary school for a further two years. Other people leave secondary school at sixteen and go to colleges of further education. More ambitious pupils continue with very specialized studies in the sixth form. They remain at school for two years more. Pupils sit for exams leaving secondary school and sixth form. They sit for the General Certificate Secondary Education at the end of the 5th-years' course. A-level or AS-levels are taken after two years of study in the sixth form. They are the main standard for entrance to university or other higher education

Higher education begins at eighteen and usually lasts for three or four years. Students go to universities, polytechnics or colleges of higher educa​tion. There are now about 80 universities.
Some parents choose to send their children to private schools where they pay for their education.
State education is free. More than 90% of Britain's children attend state schools.
Educational System in  Russia
        Citizens of Russia have the right to education which is guaranteed by the Constitution. The public educational system in our country incorporates pre-school, general school, specialized secondary and higher education. So-called pre-schools are kindergartens in fact. Children there learn reading, writing and maths. But pre-school education isn't compulsory - children can get it at home. Russia has 11-grade system of secondary education. There are four main types of secondary schools in Russia.

· There are so-called obscheobrazovatelnye schools - secondary schools of general education, for example obscheobrazovatelnya school # 20, etc. Unlike the USA schools in Russia have numbers and very rear have names of outstanding people in their names. The word &qout;ordinary&qout; is often used when we talk about that type schools. 

· There are schools offering intensive studies in certain subjects – specialized schools. There may be different subjects, like math, physics,.. certain language, for examole, English, German, French…Those schools are often called specialized or special. There might also be schools offering intensive studies in certain subjects and affiliated (associated) with certain Russian institutes or universities. In this case, usually the affiliation is reflected in the name of that particular school, for example, school affiliated with Moscow Aviation Technical Institute, school affiliated with Moscow State Unversity, etc. 

· Gymnasiums are institutes functioning in the sphere of basic and senior secondary education and focus primarily on subjects within the humanities. 

· Lyceums are institutes functioning in the sphere of basic and senior secondary education and focus on studying technical and natural fields of study. 

Most lyceums and gymnasiums are located in large cities, like Moscow, St Petersburg, Novosibirsk and other. There are very few lyceums and gymnasiums in smaller regions. These are mostly private (non state) organizations and commonly charge higher tuition rates. In addition to higher costs, many lyceums and gymnasiums also distinguish themselves from other state funded schools by being very selective in their acceptance process. At present, they make up 8% of the total number of all schools in Russia.

Education in Russia is compulsory up to the 9th year. Children begin school at age 6 or 7 and study for 4 years to receive their primary education. After they complete their first four years, they study for another 5 years to receive their basic secondary education. At the middle stage of a secondary school the curriculum includes compulsory subjects like physics, math, literature, etc. In addition, students may choose from several elective subjects which individual schools offer.

After 9th form pupils have to sit for examinations. The Secondary Education Certificate of Partial Completion is awarded after the first 9 years. After finishing the 9th grade, graduates of this level may continue their education for another two years at a senior high school to complete their secondary general education or they may enter schools of initial and intermediate professional education. Those who have chosen senior high school anticipate studying for another two years. Secondary education leads to the award of the ATTESTAT (a Certificate of Completed General Secondary education.) The Attestat is awarded directly by individual schools. Nowadays a new examination system is being introduced. The so-called General State Exam allows pupils to enter any Russian university if they get good and excellent marks for it. This system hasn't been settled yet, but in some regions of Russia it works already. Pupils take Unified State Exam after the 11-th form. 
After finishing school pupils can go on to higher education. 
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