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The history of Leninsk-Kuznetsky in brief
Our town has grown from mine village Kolchugino. First this name was mentioned  in chronicles of 1763. In 1924 Kolchugino was renamed into Lenino. And  only in 1925 settlement Lenino became town Leninsk-Kuznetsky. It’s population was more then 17 000 people. The main street of our town Kirov prospect started from Kolchugino. Its first name was Proeszhiy prospect. Kirov prospect and the square of Victory are the main pass way of our town. 

The square of Victory is the center of our town. This is a place of the main town celebrations. It received its name from the main day of Russian history the 9th May 1945. Here you can see the Monument to soldiers and participants in the Second World War. Many people from our town took part in it. The names of our citizens are in the history of our country because of their great exploits. They are Pantelej Zvarigin, Zina Tusnolobova, Timofej Vostricov, Afanasiy Shilin and others. Some streets of our town are named in their honor.  Near the monument there is a bust to Shilin the hero of the Soviet Union. 

The front was far, but the people of our town did work exploits on mines, plants and factories. Some factories and people were evacuated into our town from European part of our country during the war.


L-k is proud of its brave warriors, among them 10 heroes of the Soviet Union, 12 000 people were rewarded with medals and orders. And more than 500 workers were decorated too.
Coal is our pride

L-K is a mine town from its beginner.  The centre of Kuznetskiy basin is situated here. That’s why there are a lot of mines. Every citizen of our town knows them. Almost in each family there are people who work on mines. 

The first mine was opened in 1883. Its name was “Success”, in ten years Nikolaevskaya and Zhurinskaya mines appeared. There 599 people worked (15 women and 14 children). There were 3 engineers and 5 graduators from Barnaul mine college.  

Some years ago there were more than 15 mines. But nowadays the economical situation in our country made some mines to make serious decisions: some of them were closed; others such as Kirov,  7th of November mines were joined into the coal industry company СУЭК. But in spite of this fact our town is still the main coal centre of our region. No doubt that this dangerous, difficult profession has its heroes. 

Nikolay Pavlovich Matsienko had been working on Komsomolets mine for 47 years: 40 years under the ground. He was a director of coal area 6 during 40 years.

Chromov Victor Frolovich started to work as a simple combiner and then he became a director of Komsomolets mine. In 1983 he was elected as the Head of our town.


We mentioned only some of them but our town is rich in famous miners.

Live and learn
Modern town is a town where modern, intelligent, well educated people live. It depends on educational sphere of town. 


The education of our town is represented by 18 schools, 2 gymnasiums, kinder gardens, 5 technical colleges, pedagogical and medical colleges. There is Kuzbass regional pedagogical institute in L-K. Nowadays many famous institutes and universities of our country open their branches on the territory of L-k.


Some education establishments glorify our town in Kemerovo region and in the country winning in different professional competitions, Olympiads, projects, conferences. For example, schools 5, 1 and gymnasium 12 won the grand 1 million rubles taken part in The national project of education.

The teachers of our town take part in the competitions of professional skills,  such as “The teacher of the year” and other competitions in different regional projects.


During last years our schools develop quickly. Not only the exterior of schools and classrooms became nicer and modern, the material base and equipments correspond to modern claims. All schools have computer classes and internet. Teachers of different subjects can use special computer programs.

In our sphere we have famous people too. Such as Alya Alekseevna Sidorenko is the Public teacher of the Russian federation, the headmistress of school 5 who devoted all her life to bringing up the children from bad families.

Larisa Ivanovna Shemelina is famous for organizing the first humanitarian gymnasium in our town, which links with Kemerovo State university. And the pupils of high grade have the opportunity to visit courses which are given by the teachers from the university. Students of this gymnasium take deep knowledge and show good results in different exams and Olympiads in region and even in Russia.

Health is above wealth

Medical service of L-K has always been on a high level. Town’s public health is represented by some hospitals and polyclinics. But the main proud of our medical service is scientifically- clinical centre of protection of miners’ health. This is a centre of federal importance. It is famous in our country because it has all modern equipment for diagnostics and treatment of different diseases, high qualified doctors and other medical personals. The head of this centre is the doctor of medical sciences, professor Vagran Vaganovich Agadzhanyan. At hospitals of our town many brilliant doctors work such as Sayapin, Busovikov, Tcibarius. 
Sport

Nowadays sport and physical culture take an important place in modern life. For the developing physical abilities we have many ways to do it. There are different sport grounds near schools, houses of culture, different sport clubs such as judo football, volleyball, shaping, bodybuilding and others. 

Two years ago a big modern sport complex appeared with a large swimming pool, sport stimulators, good specialists. 


L-K is a smithy of sportsmen known all over the world. In our town you can visit a very big palace of gymnastics where famous trainers teach gymnasts of high level. These trainers are Mametyevi , Stolatrov, Derevyanko. Some world competitions take place in our palace because equipment corresponds to all modern claims. We are proud of graduators of our sport school, among them Maria Filatova two time Olimpic gold medalist, Alexey Tihonkih the champion of the world, Maxim Devyatovskiy, absolute Europe and Russian champion, the participant of the Olympic games in Athens. Our power lifters are known all over the world too. They are Konstantin Pavlov nine times world champion, Tatyana Eltsova- three times world champion.


Football is a popular game in our town. Almost every boy dreams to become a member of our town football team “Zarya” . Football player  Alexey Smertin was a captain of “Zarya” but now he is a captain of combined team of Russia.

Many football championships take place on our stadium “Shahter”
The soul must work

From the beginner of this century cultural life has become more active in our town. Our main cultural centers such as The central palace of culture, the cinema “Pobeda” , local museum, gallery, musical and art schools, Yaroslavsky house of culture   are developing nowadays. Young singers, dancers and painters become winners of Russian and international festivals. In our art gallery we can see   pieces of art by young painters and Kuzbass artists. 

To our sorry we haven’t opera and drama theatres, but theatres’ troupes from Kemerovo, Novokuznetsk and other cities visit L-K and show their performances. 

On the stages of our palaces of culture we can watch and listen to such famous singers as Dolina, Evdokimov, Nikolaev and others. 


The musical products of our town composer Igor Drugov are known in Russia and performed on the professional stage, he also has written the hymn  of L-K.

The first newspaper of our town appeared in October  in 1930. It was “Leninsky shahter” but then it was renamed into “ Gorodskay gazeta”.


The religion is an important aspect of human life. In our town you can find the working women monastery on the bank of the river Inya. Some years ago a new small but beautiful church was built. Also you can put candles in some chapels. One of them you can see in the centre of town.

Visitors of L-K can arrive in our town by bus or by train, we have a railway station and a bus station. They can stay at the hotels such as “Zagreb” and “Zarya”. They can visit restaurants, cafés and even a night club.


Trade part of our town is developing quickly. Every year small shops big supermarkets and shopping centers are opened. 


The administration tries to solve the housing problem. We can see new many storied buildings with a lot of flats for people.  
Conclusion

Of course, there are a lot of tings in our town but as every town or city we have problems. One of them is an ecological problem. Its water and air pollution, because of the coal industry, The administrations of coal companies try to improve this dangerous situation. But it is not enough. All of us must do work on this problem especially we as teachers because we have all the opportunities to give children ecological education. 

So you see our town is small but developing. We believe in perspective future. 
          Welcome to L-K
