Journey to Norway

On the 30th of April I and my parents took a plane from Moscow to Norway. First we visited Oslo – the capital of Norway. It was founded by the Vikings in the XI century, the place became the capital in XIV century. The oldest building in the city is the castle Akershus, it is surrounded by the fortress. The castle was built on 1300. I was greatly impressed by the park of sculptures made by the world-known painter Vigeland, who depicted in stone vital way of a human on the Earth.
Walking along the central street of Karl Johans gate I watched a lot of wonderful buildings of the capital: the cathedral Oslo, the Royal Palace, built in 1848. I visited the town Hall. In December the annual ceremony of World Noble Prize award took place. On of the first day of our trip we went to the world-known ski jump in Holmenkollen. Skiing in Norway is a national sport. On the second of May we took a train-ride along The Flåm Railway. This railway runs between Flåm and Myrdal through 20 wooden tunnels on specially cut terraces on steep mountain sides. On that day I saw tremendous mountain landscapes, waterfalls. This is the famous road Trollstigen – the road with 11 steep vertical slopes and horizontal turnings, where “The blood freezes in veins”. But the beauty of the scenery is worth watching it. On the 2nd of May in the evening we came to Bergen and went on visiting interesting places in Norway. Bergen differs from Oslo. It has its own character and natural beauty. The place is famous as “the gate to fjords”. Before starting the voyage by water, we enjoyed the sights of old and new Bergen: the Cathedral, built in XII century in honour of St. Olaf, the Tower of Rosenkrantztarnet, walking about Bryggen. Bryggen is a district near the moorage Bergen. From the middle ages up to XVIII century Bergen played an active role in the creation and activity if Ganzeyskiy Unity. The historical district Bryggen is written down in the book of the world-famous heritage UNESCO. In Ganzeysk museum I learned about the life of a merchant. He had a house, which was a workshop, an office and a place to live at the same time. The boys of 13-14 were brought there for 5 years to be learnt to assort cod and to file papers. The living conditions of pupils were severe, the houses of Bryggen were not heated, the people were afraid of fires. We stayed in the hotel “Admiral” and from the balcony of our room I enjoyed the sights of night Bryggen. In Bergen we went up the steps to the top of mount Floyen from which I saw a splendid view of the whole city. I was surprised by a great number of platans, growing there. There were snowdrops everywhere. The virgin forest was decorated by trolls big and small. We could see them in the glades, in the trees, behind the trees. The legends about trolls come back to the time of paganism, when people believed in the spirit of nature. The people had to survive in severe conditions. The legend says that Trolls have supernatural force, it is believed if you respect the land, where they live, they can bring you luck. There is a myth that “sordid” people turn into sordid Trolls. The threat of Trolls was used to achieve the fulfillment of moral standards and good behaviour. Trolls became the part of modern thinking of Norwegians. Bergen is connected with the names of 2 great Norwegian musicians. They are violinist virtuoso Ole Bull and composer Edvard Grieg.

On the 5th of May on the board of liner “Finnmarken” we went on our fjord cruise to the house of my Norwegian ancestors. 8 decker ship was splendid. On the upper deck I swam in the swimming bath. In the morning we were in Ǻlesund. There our Norwegian relatives Rolf and Gunnar were waiting for us. The meeting was exciting. We were able to restore the links of the kin Gunnar. Of course there were kind and joyous smiles and warm arms. The mooring of the liner lasted 40 minutes. Then we entered fjords, Rolf was with us. He showed us the house at the coast of the fjord in the place Me-Ǻkernes. It is a farm where our ancestors lived. The house was built in 1605. Now it is protected by the state as a monument of old times. 2 times a year descendants of the kin Gunnar from all parts of the world gather together in this place. You know Norwegians are aspire to protect of their roots, take care of their national traditions, are proud of their history. The fjord cruise was striking. How majestic and mysterious the view of fjords is what an unusual scenery! Geirangerfjord (its length is 16 km) is one of the most popular fjords in the district. Its impressive mountain slopes and waterfalls: “7 sisters”, “admirer”. This fjord is noticed in the world famous book of heritage UNESCO. In 2002 in Geiranger The Centre of Norwegian fjords Museum was opened. In the evening we came back to Ǻlesund.
During the following days we visited other interesting places of Norway, met our relatives in Ǻlesund. They are Gunnar, Rolf, Kari, Marianne and others. They are very friendly and modest people, they are proud of their country, their way of life. They take care of their family hearth relatives. They are hard-working and very hospitable. They became interested in our country. We had a lot of things to talk about. In Ǻlesund we learned the history of this wonderful place and admired its fantastic architecture. We visited the museum of Ǻlesund, the Atlantic Park – one of the biggest open aquarium of Scandinavia, where one can see submarine life in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean. We drove with Marianne in her car under the bottom of Fjord (the length of the tunnel is 22 km). There are so many wonderful things in this country. Norway is a country of great explorers. They are Frityof Nansen, Rual Amundsen and Tur Kheyerdal. The word “Norway” means the road to the north.

I am delighted with courage, the feeling of justice of Norwegians, they despise the vanity of super richness and the poverty of idlers (lazybones). Norwegians value their dignity and respect the dignity of others. Try to protect their individuality. They are very tolerant.

Norway is one of main parts of the history of my family. I know that I am a descendant of the two great peoples. I ask questions to myself: Who am I? Where do I come from? What do I want? The answers to these questions are the aim of my next project.
