Kazan today is a unique national and historical city, which has a great importance not only for Russia, but for all world culture.
Kazan attracts a lot of tourists from different countries every year. It surprises and raises their interests with magnificent historical monuments and mysterious places.

 Legends and mysteriesеs of any nation have always attracted the people’s interests and helped them understand the spirit of the certain country

Kazan is not an exception. There are a lot of incredible secrets connected with historical places in our city, which have a great influence on the spirit of Tatar people. However, most of them have still remained unresolved; they are the part of our history.
                    The Kaban’s treasures
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Where is the Tatar Kazan? The Englishman Helmersen wrote of Kazan in 1833: "The beautiful buildings in the new taste, the old churches, the fortress and the mosques with their graceful minarets adorn it and give it variety ." Travelers and guests of Kazan were not struck so much by the upper town, which did not differ essentially from other important provincial cities of the Empire, as by the lower town, which stretches along the shore of Lake Kaban and both banks of the Bulak Canal. Historically, the Bulak Canal formed the boundary between the Russian and Tatar parts of Kazan, although this dividing line became less clear-cut in the last century when Tatar trade and industry developed as they were freed from the main bonds and obstacles. But the real life of the Tatar population of Kazan was lived in the areas beyond the Bulak Canal and the Kaban and other lakes, where the Old Tatar and New Tatar settlements were located. 

The history of the Old Tatar Settlement begins shortly after the fall of Kazan, when some Tatars who had proved their loyalty were allowed to settle near the city on the low-lying shore of Lake Kaban, beyond the marshes. The name of the lake is another of Kazan's secrets. It is said that olden times the Bolgar Khan Kaban built a palace and laid out beautiful gardens on its shores. According to another story, when Kazan was taken, the Khan's treasury was hidden in the lake. Whether true or not, this Kazan fable prompted Gabdulla Tukay to write in his long satirical poem, The Hay Market or New Kisekbash:
When the troops from Moscow appeared, 
cannonballs flew into the city across the trenches, 
and as they fled the Khans lowered
the whole Treasury to the bottom of the lake: 
and the depths swallowed up the treasures, 
and no one could get at even a purse.
They say that from that time the bottom is full of riches; 
they say you cannot count the gold and silver there...
The lake, or rather the series of connected lakes, the Near, Middle and Far Kaban, was itself a treasure of Kazan, even without the hoard sunk in its depths. From olden times Kaban supplied clean water for drinking and other needs, and served for the transport of goods by boat to the city's trading quarters; much later, it was used by the ferries of the famous Oscar Pettsold Brewery. The lake also provided water for the famous leather and soap manufacturers of Kazan.

On its shores during the four-hundred-year separate existence of the Tatar Settlements, a remarkable semi-urban, semi-rural style of the life evolved: here lived merchants and mullahs, craftsmen working in leather and copper, gold and silver, scholars, trades people and peasants, for in past centuries the broad ploughed fields came right up to the Tatar town. Most of the buildings were timber structures in the distinctive national style of wooden architecture, but in the last century, as Tatar crafts, industries and trade prospered, detached houses, madrasahs and mosques began to be built in stone. It was here that the ancient culture and traditions of the tragic civilization were maintained, thanks in great part to widespread education that preserved the faith and historical memory.

                       The symbol of Kazan.    
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Another mystery of Kazan is connected to a magnificent tower called Suyumbike tower.

According to a legend , Suyumbike’s tower has been built on the ruins of a Kazan khan’s palace. Really, the latest researches revealed here the well-reserved base of a sentry-tower of the 12-16th centuries. Suyumbike’s tower partially locates on its foundation. 
Another legend says that the tower was put up on the place where the other days a holy sheikh had been buried and a spring originated from his skull. The famous Tainitsky spring had really existed and the excavations carried out here in 1977 revealed the remains of four mausoleums-burial-vaults, one of which was not finished. Scientists suppose that it is the burial – vault of khan Safa – Girei, who died in 1549. By the tower the archeologists discovered the base of a white – stone construction, defined by Professor A. Kh. Khalikov as a mosque. 
According to the chronicle “Kazan History” it’s in this mosque that the famous “wailing of Suyumbike” had taken place. For two hours the captive czarina was grieving over her husband’s tomb before the eyes of townspeople who then “accompanied her and the son of her Vtayamysh to the bank of the Kazanka where she was already awaited by Prince Serebryany’s boats”. The mosque where Safa-Girei had been buried was called after Suyumbike and that name was inherited by the contemporary seven – tiered tower.

A more poetical legend states that Ivan the Terrible, having learned about the czarina’s beauty, sent his matchmakers to Kazan. Proud Suyumbike rejected the proposal of the Russian czar. 
Then the Terrible went to Kazan with a numerous host and besieged it .To save townsfolk .  Suyumbike agreed to marry Ivan the Terrible but on one condition: he was to build the highest tower in Kazan in seven days. The construction started in a great hurry and by the end of the seventh day the tower had been erected.
Then Suyumbike rose to the top of it and threw herself upon the earth. In memory of this tragic event the inhabitants of Kazan called the tower after Suyumbike.
One way or another, but the 58metres high, red – brick tower really has seven tiers, different in height and size. 
Right after the end of construction the tower began tipping on the east as its western side built on the base of an old sentry – tower turned out more stable.

Nowadays Suyumbike’s tower is one of the most “falling” towers in the world.

                        The Kremlin underground vaults
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In 1894 scientists examined the basements of Mesetnikov’s house situated on the corner of Voskresenskaya and Gostinodvorskaya Streets.  It turned out that the house built in early 19th century was based on the ancient foundation having three tiers of basement premises. The last floor was 12metres below the ground. The scientists attributed the underground house to the Tatar period of Kazan. In the outside walls of the basements there were arches of underground galleries, somewhere intentionally sealed up with bricks .These galleries, without doubt, led to the kremlin – side. 
Besides the underground galleries there, apparently, existed an underground passage leading towards the very centre of the present kremlin from the side of present Mislavsky Street. In the opinion of Kazan historian Professor N. Zagoskin, this passage began in Kremlyov’s house – a three – storeyed building constructed in the first half of the 19th century. 
Zagoskin knew one more underground passage to the kremlin. During reconstruction of Gostinodvorskaya Church a fortified well resembling very much a dormer manhole revealed.  It was found in 1998, not far from the building – site of Kul – Sharif’s Mosque. The manhole led to present Preobrazhenskaya tower. And at last, right up to the 19th century there had existed the famous underground passageway to the secret spring. It started not far from present Suyumbike’s tower and led to Muraleev’s gate of the kremlin, once located slightly to the north from present Tainitsky tower. In the end of August, 1552 Kazan defector murza Kamai told Ivan the Terrible about this passageway; and the Russian czar, to deprive Kazan defenders of the only source of drinking water, ordered to demolish the passage . 
                     Tainitsky Spring
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The history of this spring is surrounded with legends .One of them says, that Syuymbike’s tower was built on the grave of the certain holy sheikh, and the famous Tainitsky spring named also Holy began just from that grave.
In the last century the spring was still taken care of, the chapel above the spring was renewed and in late 40’s of the 19 century a stone bowl was made around it .According to the contemporaries of those years, the water of the spring was very clean and considered to be curative .Till 1829 , according to N. P. Zagoskin , there was an underground passage to the spring .It was dug from the territory of the khan’s yard during the siege of Kazan by the Russian troops in summer of the 1552 .Using this passage ,townsfolk went to the spring for drinking water .The Tatar defector, traitor murza Kamai informed Ivan the Terrible about that .The Moscow czar immediately ordered to destroy the underground passage to deprive townsfolk  of the last water source and secure himself against unexpected sallies and also to cut off the way for evacuation from the town .
Since 1917 the historical spring was quite forgotten, and in the middle of the 20 century, while reinforcing the left bank of the Kazanka, the spring was filled up and asphalted .However from time the spring reminds of  its existence .Having found another way out, it washes out emptiness’s in the ground, which, as scientists consider, influence on the tilt of the ‘falling’ Syuymbike’s tower .
                        The garden with ghosts
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In the centre of Kazan there is the sadly famous place. Like in far – away England, where castles with ghosts are said to be met, in our city as well a mysterious grove – garden is situated. 
In the first quarter of the 19th century the mining engineer and gentleman by birth Nikolai Vorozhtzov purchased an estate with a grove on the right-hand side of Starogorshechnaya Street. He had installed two or three modest sculptures imitating ancient ones and called it a garden. Then he brought his wife and children to the estate and at first sight led normal life of a town resident. And though his life was rather unsociable, and he was not at all found of balls, didn’t endure visitors, the rumours crept that the engineer Vorarhtzov was doing various impious things and that he had malicious and even fierce character .He beat his house –serfs mercilessly experiencing a kind of morbid delight .He could even whip them to death for the slightest fault. Vorozhtzov personally buried those who died in the garden without any burial service. He was said to have killed thus several dozen serfs, and his garden turned into a real cemetery, though without crosses and tombstones.

Vorozhtzov whipped to death and also buried in the garden his own son, who tried to inform on him to the authorities. His daughter left home. And his wife after the death of her spouse – murderer in 1857 left for Sviyazhsky Convent to atone for her husband’s sins by prayer.
Since then the garden has stood neglected and gloomy. The town authorities tried more than once to bring it into a proper state and to arrange here one more recreation zone for Kazaners. In 1906-1907 there was opened a café-chantant, and the ‘dirty’ place itself got the name ‘Hermitage’. In the 50’s of the 20-th century an open-air cinema and children’s play-ground were arranged there, but they also didn’t ‘settle down’. Nowadays the garden, just as a hundred years ago, stands overgrown and gloomy, inspiring depression in passers-by.
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Nikolai Vorozhtzov and his family

Walk along Kazan streets and, if you can listen to, they will tell you a lot of interesting… Come into the Kazan Kremlin, touch its cold walls, but in fact they are warm. The city is developing and its newest history just only begins…

