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Culture and language diversity is the true wealth of mankind

There are 6800 languages in the world, but only some of them are used by the majority of planet’s population. Scientists consider that the others are threatened with extinction.
About 2 million people used to live in jungles of Amazon river; nowadays only 50 thousand live there. Local languages, folk-lore and wide knowledge of local people about jungle’s potential die with the disappearance of traditional communities

Scientists are worried because languages become less and less popular. Every year number of hours for learning native languages at schools is being reduced

Why do languages die? 

· The main cause is globalization and migration. Difficult economic situation makes people leave their native countryside for big cities

· In scientists’ opinion, children are responsible for language extinction in some ways. For example, the child, who talks in Maya language and in Spanish, finally chooses Spanish, which he hears at school and on TV
· One of the natural causes of language extinction is that about half of the world languages have less than 2500 informants while, as scientists claim, it is necessary to have about 100 000 informant for stable language transference
· Wars, genocide and discrimination, natural and anthropogenic cataclysms, prohibition and persecution of government and also wide spread of world languages contribute to extinction of many languages of the world 
What does language death threaten with?

· Red Cloud, who dead in January 1996, was the last Catawba language speaker, that belongs to siu Indian language family. He made a note in his mother tongue for the Smithson museum 
· Linguists are aware that a language becoming extinct does not necessarily mean that the people who spoke it have all died. Instead, the speakers may shift to a different language, over one or more generations. Sometimes parents decide to not speak their mother tongue to their children, because they perceive an economic or educational advantage for their children in talking a second language. 
Language loss means that cultures and particular outlooks on the world are lost.
Perhaps, more important fact is that languages take to the grave not only particular words and culture peculiarities, but also most knowledge that were gained. Each language has grown up with its society, and is an expression of the facets of that society's culture. Each is an intricate system of words, phrases, clauses, and discourse patterns showing contrasts and agreements that its speakers use to describe their world and the customs they use in relating to each other. Such losses are crucial not only for one nationality. When language dies all humanity becomes poorer and linguists, anthropologists, ethnographers lose a lot of information about history, culture, relationship and migrations of different nationalities at once.
Save extinct languages
· For rare and extinct languages field-work and documentation are often the only ways to save information about them for future generations

For language preservation:
· Newspapers in ethnic languages are published

· Ethnic cultures are supported

· Festivals are held

· Learning native languages is encouraged
But all these attempts require common, consecutive and concerted efforts of government, scientists and the informants of the dying languages themselves. Only in this case humanity can save its language diversification.
