The benches of Edinburgh
Recently I have read a very interesting article in “ Priusadebnoe Khozyaistvo”, the popular Russian magazine. The article was called “Edinburgh – the Town of Benches”. And I had a great wish to learn more about this interesting fact.

A bench, this simple atribute of a garden life, has a curious national peculiarity: almost all Scottish benches have special tables that explain when, whom and why they were established.
In law any citizen of the country, or a firm, or an organization can make a bench and pay for its setting. The reason of it can be different: the victory of the favourite sport team, love affairs, a jubilee, etc. By the way, presenting benches to tired people has become popular and fashionable in Scotland. It is impossible to see benches that insult estetic senses. The are monuments and castles in many European countries, but only in Edinburgh along Princess Street you can see two rows of town benches.
The most popular material to make benches in private houses is timber. It attracts people with its natural qualities and allows to create garden benches of various constructions.

Beside benches of classical forms we can often see unusual ‘places for setting’, which we can hardly call ‘furniture’. For example, a part of a wall with a wooden cover, a turfy construction with boards for sitting, huge stumbs, boulders with ‘pillows’ of thick spills. Also we can see solid, long-dated metallic benches. Graceful benches with forging and moulding elements bring the atmosphere of luxury to a garden. The lace of forging things suits only stylish landscapes. Usually such benches are made from iron, timber is used only for sitting places and backs. Pillows are often put on the sittings. Another decorative element is that metallic parts are painted in a white colour.
In different corners of a garden you can see benches of various styles and colours which organize effective compositions. For instance, a wooden bench stands by the basis of a wall. Above it there is a graceful metallic construction. This construction doesn’t irritate but seems natural.
How many benches can be in a garden? The Scots answer: many. Benches stand in the sun and in the shadow, under crowns of trees. The most visited benches are near ponds and houses, near kitchen gardens and sportgrounds.

Here are some typical inscriptions on the benches in Edinburgh: ‘Edinburgh Society of Beatles’, ‘To the memory of Niggele Moran, who liked living in Edinburgh’, ‘To the memory of David Sinklare, who liked nature’. And there are texts of love stories, advice, philosophical sentences and epitaphs.
