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1. Фонетическая зарядка
Read the poems. Learn one of them by heart. 
NEW YEAR
December comes, so white and cold, 
With snow it stops the rain, 
It comes and draws trees young and old 
On every window pane.
New Year is here with us now. 
Let happy be its birth 
And all the people all around! 
We are for peace on earth.
A happy New Year! 
The day is so clear, 
The snow is so white, 
The sky is so bright. 
We shout with all might 
A happy New Year!
NEW YEAR
New things to learn, 
New friends to meet, 
New songs to sing, 
New joys to greet, 
New things to see. 
New things to hear,
New things to do,
In this glad 
New Year.
II. PAБОТA C TEKCTОM
Read the text and retell it:
In England the New Year is not as widely or as enthusiastically marked as Christmas. Some people ignore it completely and go to bed as usual on New Year's Eve. Many others, however , celebrate it in one way or another.
The most common type of celebration is a New Year party. This usually begins at about eight o'clock and goes on until the early hours of the morning.
At midnight the radio is turned on, so that every one can hear the chimes of Big Ben, and on the hour a toast is drunk to the New Year. Then the party goes on.
Another popular way of celebrating the New Year is to go to a New Year's dance. Most hotels and dance halls hold a speci​al dance on New Year's Eve. The hall is decorated, there are seve​ral different bands and the atmosphere is very gay.
The most famous celebration is in London round the statue of Eros in Piccadilly Circus where crowds gather and sing to welcome the New Year. In Trafalgar Square there is also a big crowd and someone usually falls into the fountain.
January 1st, New Year's Day, is not a public holiday, unfor​tunately for those who like to celebrate most of the night. Some people send New Year cards and give presents, but it is not a wide​spread custom. This is the traditional time for making New Year resolutions, for example to get up earlier, to give up smoking.
English children make up lists of things they do not like to do very much and promise to do them. Some of the resolutions are very funny. The children, their parents, and their friends laugh and have a good time when they read them.
III. PAБОTA С ЛЕКСИКОЙ
I. In which country do you find each of these customs? 
1. In which country do they eat 12 grapes as the clock strikes night (one each time the clock chimes) on New Year's Eve?
a) Canada;
b) Vietnam;
c) Spain.
2. In which country do some people eat long noodles to wish for a long life?
a) Italy; 
b) Japan; 
c) Argentina.
3. In which country do people go to the beach to jump seven waves and throw flowers in the sea while making a wish?
a) Italy; 
b) Spain; 
c) Brazil.
4. In which country is a bell struck 33 times? 
a) Korea;

b) Switzerland;
c) Colombia.
5. In which country do people eat noodles while listening to a bell start ringing and strike 108 times?
a) Germany; 
b) Japan; 
c) Greece.
6. In which country do people who want to travel, take a suitcase and carry it around the house on New Year's Eve?
a) The United States;
b) Venezuela;
c) The Philippines.
7. In which country do people wear white clothes in order to have good luck during the new year?
a) France;
b) Papua New Guinea;
c) Brazil.
8. In which country do families dress a stuffed male doll with old clothes from each member of the family and then burn it symbolizing forgetting all the bad things of the old year?
a) Hungary;
b) Angola;
c) Colombia.
9. In which country do they pound rice into a glutinous form using a huge hammer?
a) Thailand;
b) Japan;
c) Indonesia.
10) In which country do people wear masks to burn on December 31 to drive away bad luck?
a) Spain;

b) Ecuador;
c) Nigeria.
II. Calender riddles contest:
a) He came to us before New Year. 
A healthy, merry fellow. 
But every day he loses his weight 
And in a year he'll fade away.
b) A little old woman with twelve children: some short, some long, some cold, some hot. What is it?
c) What year lasts only one day?
d) There are twelve brothers. 
    Who march in single file, 
    But never overtake one another.
e) What is it that we have in December that we don't have in any other month.
f) In what month of the year do we work, eat and sleep least?
g) Which month of the year is the shortest?
h) On what day of the year do children talk least?
i) A big oak grows in our garden. It has twelve boughs, fifty two branches, each branch has seven leaves. What is it ?
j) 
He comes at night 
(or so they say!) 
Then does his job 
And goes away.
k) In winter and in summer they stand both in one color. 
1) What man cannot live inside the house?
m) When you look around you on a cold winter morning, What do you see on every hand?
IV. PAБOTA C ДИАЛОГОМ
The first day of the year 

1. Read the dialogue
A.: Today is the first of January and I am going to give you some seasonal words or phrases, that is words and phrases that are for the time. And the first seasonal phrase is the name of today. What do English people call today?
B.: They call it New Year's Day. The first day of a year is called New Year's Day. Now, tell me the name of something which most people have on New Year's Day. It's something they begin to use on New Year's Day.
A.: It's a calender. It shows you the date. Don't confuse it with the word diary. That is a book in which we can record what hap​pens every day. Most people have a diary in which they write their appointments and meetings, and what they have to do. And what are some other words connected with the idea of the passing time?
B.: Clocks and watches, of course. They measure time. What do many people make on New Year's day? It's something to do with deciding.
A.: We call it "making resolutions". People resolve or deci​de to do better in the New Year, they make " New Year Resolutions".
B.: Yes I've made a New Year resolution: I am not going to smoke so much I'm afraid I break my New Year resolutions very early. So do most people But all the same it is a good thing to make resolutions or isn't it?
A.: Indeed it is In England, we do not celebrate New Year's Day as a holiday, but in Scotland it is a holiday, a Bank Holiday as it's called: a public holiday when all the banks are closed. The Scots call this day "Hogmanay".
B.: But all over Britain people celebrate the evening before New Year's Day, that is, New Year's Eve. And although New Years Eve isn't a holiday, we hold dances and parties all over the country, especially in Scotland.
A.:" We wait until midnight, until the clock strikes twelve. Do you know what we call staying up and listening for the clock to strike twelve on New Year 's Eve ?
B.: We call it "seeing the New Year in". When the clock has struck midnight, the Church bells are rung to welcome the New Year. And when the clock strikes twelve people wish one another "A Hap​py New Year".
A.: There is always a big crowd in London round St.Paul's Cathedral waiting to see the New Year in. And as they see the New Year in, they sing a song. At parties people join hands in a circ​le as they sing it. Do you know the name of that song?
B.: It's Auld Lang Syne. It comes from Scotland. Auld is a Scottish way of pronouncing old. Lang syne means " long since" or "long ago". But many English people when they sing this song say Old Lang Syne.
A.: And there are words of the New Year Song written by the Scotch National poet, Robert Burns.
Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind, 
Should old acquaitance be forgot
And days of auld lang syne?
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
For auld lang syne.
We'll take a cup of kindness yet 
For the sake of auld lang syne!
III. Make up a dialogue in which you compare the way New Year's Eve is celebrated in Russia and in England?
IV. Discuss plans for a New Year's party.
