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I. ФОНЕТИЧЕСКАЯ ЗАРЯДКА
Read the poem and learn it by heart
WHO CAN IT BE?
Late December, a snowy day 
Lights in windows, empty streets.
Carol singing, parties, gifts, 
Christmas crackers, special treats.
Listen! Someone's at the door 
I can hear him. Go and see! 
Is this Auntie Clementine?
It's so late. Who can it be?
Here he comes, his beard so white.
His suit so red because -
Goodness gracious!
Is this true?
This old man is Santa Claus!
II. AYДИРОВАНИЕ
1. Words:
conifer 

– хвойное дерево 
bow 


– лук, бант
significant 

– многозначительный 
secular 

– мирской, светский
2. Listen to the text:
Christmas is a very special time to people all around the world. It's a time of giving. It's a time to spend with your family. It's a time to share your love.
Two years ago I celebrated Christmas in America in a small town in Pennsylvania. I lived the USA for 10 months. I stayed with an American family, so I had a chance to see the inside of American life. Christmas was probably the most fascinating experien​ce during my stay in America.
The Americans start to prepare for Christmas long before the 24th of December. Right after the last Thanksgiving decoration is taken away at the end of November, people bring down from the attic large boxes with Christmas decorations. They decorate the doors of their houses with large red bows, and put figures of San​ta Claus and the Bethlehem Scene on the shelves. And, of course, Christmas lights. It's one of the most charming traditions in America, to decorate the outside of the house - the walls, the roof,  the windows, the trees around the house, with lights; so when darkness comes, the town looks so unreal and beautiful, that you feel you've entered a fairy tale.
Another significant part of preparations for Christmas is Christmas shopping. People start to think about getting gifts some​where around Oсtober. It's very important to get presents not only for the members of your family, co-workers and friends, but also for people who do services for you during the year, like the cleaning lady or the postman.
Although the tradition of giving presents on Christmas has its origins in pre- Christian times; nowadays it has a significant religious meaning. People give each other presents in the memory of the Three Wise Men came to greet the Baby Christ with gold, myrrh and oils. To people all over the world Christmas is a time of giving and receiving presents.
The spirit of Christmas comes to houses with Santa Claus.
Santa Claus is actually a mixture of old European beliefs. In Scandinavia and European countries Father Christmas, or Saint Nicolas, comes into houses in the night and leaves gifts for the children; bringing people happiness in the coldest months of the year. Saint Nick is represented as a kind man with a red cloak on and a long white beard. Another character, the Norse God Odin, rode a magical flying horse across the sky in the winter to reward peop​le with gifts. Those different legends passed through the ages to form the present -day Santa Claus.
Immigrants brought Father Christmas to the US. The same Santa Claus comes from Dutch Sinterklaas. Although it has origins in Norse and pre- Christian mythology, " Santa " took shape in the US. He came to be a cheery old gentleman with red cheeks and a twinkle in his eyes, with a white beard and a red suit. It is believed that he lives on the North Pole with his wife, Mrs. Claus.
Children find Santa Claus in the malls. They sit on his lap and tell him what they want for Christmas. Of course, their parents are somewhere nearby, so on Christmas morning they get what they asked for. Santa Claus exists only in our imagination. It's a spi​rit of giving.
On December 24 th, Christmas Eve, Santa hitches his reindeer to a sleigh, and loads it with presents. The reindeer pulls his sle​igh through the sky to deliver presents to children all around the world. All children listen to hear the sleighbells in the snow on Christmas Eve. They know Santa is on his way and "every child is going to spy to see, if reindeer know how to fly".
At the beginning of December morthers make Christmas cookies using old - fashioned recipes; and before children go to bed on Christmas Eve, they leave some of those cookies and a glass of milk for Santa Claus and also some carrots for his reindeer. Child​ren also write a little note to welcome Santa to their house.
Christmas carols are sung and heard everywhere during the holiday season. Bouth religious and secular, they capture the spi​rit and the excitement of the season. Carol singing is one of the ancient traditions of Christmas. On the Sunday before Christmas many churches hold a carol service where special hymns are sung.
Christmas is also a time to come home. No matter where you may be the rest of the year, being "home" for Christmas is "a must". This is a holiday to share with your family- Aroud this time of the year all airports are overloaded, and it seems all the country is on the move. For me Christmas is a time to be homesick for the pe​ople who made this holiday so special for me - a joy of giving. It's impossible to do any nasty thing at Christmas time. It's im​possible to pass by a beggar and not to give something. The rea​son for this is the Christmas spirit that you can feel everywhere that changes you and makes you kind, thoughtful, open – hearted. For me Christmas will always be a wonderful feeling of sharing joy with the people you love.
3. Answer the questions:
When do the Americans start to prepare for Christmas? 
What is another significant part of preparations? 
What is actually Santa Claus? 
Who brought Father Christmas to us?
What does Santa Claus do on December 24th?
What do mothers do at the beginning of December?
What is "a must" for every American?
III. ЗАКРЕПЛЕНИЕ ЛЕКСИКИ
1. Riddles
a) Little Nancy Etticoat 
With a white petticoat. 
And a red nose; 
She has no feet or hands, 
The longer she stands 
The shorter she grows.
b) Two little golden horns 
Are sitting on a cloud, 
Floating slowly in the sky. 
Looking very proud.
c) I was a horn once
A disk I'm now.
I know things do happen,
But I Wonder -
How?
d) It never bothers
To wake us up,
But in any weather
And any season, 
We open our eyes, 
Stretch and yawn, we rise 
The moment we see 
It is risen.
e) The black bird spread its wings. 
Under their canopy lay 
The wide world, sleeping sound. 
Till the break of next day.
2. Christmas A B C 
Read, learn the words and make up questions:
A 
is for angels from Heaven above.
B 
is for bells, ringing news of God's love.
C 
is for Christmas, our most joyful day
D 
is for Dancer, who pulls Santa’s sleigh.
E 
is for evergreen, a fine Christmas tree
F 
is for flower, so pretty to see.
G 
is for gifts for our friends big and tiny
H 
is for holly with leaves green and shiny
I 
is for icicles agleam in the sun
j 
is for Jesus the holiest one
k 
is for kitten. A warm Christmas ball
1 
is for lamp, a bright welcome to all
m 
is for mailbox with mail overflowing
n 
is for neighbors, their cold faces glowing
o 
is for ornaments, cheery and gleaming
P 
is for plum pudding, tasty and steaming
Q 
is for quilt for a long winter's nap
R 
is for ribbon, your presents to wrap
S 
is for Santa Claus, stockings and sleigh
T 
is for tree, shining on Christmas Day
U 
is for all that is under the tree
V 
is for voices , singing with glee
W 
is for wreath, the best one we found 
X 
is for kisses (and hugs) all around
Y 
is for Yuletide, the time of good cheer
Z 
is for Zoom! Santa '11 be back next year.
3. Learn the words related to Christmas and use them in a story of your own
Santa Claus 


– Дед Mopоз
Christmas tree 

– ёлка
garland 


– гирлянда
golden balls 


– золотые шары
candles 


– свечи
Christmas cracker 

– хлопушка
bell 



– колокольчик
Snow-Maiden 

– Снегурочка
snow- flake 


– снежинка
confetti 


– конфетти
bengal sparklers 

– бенгальские огни
to give presents 

– дарить подарки 
to entertain guests 

– развлекать гостей
to sing 


– петь
to dance 


– танцевать
to have a good time 
– хорошо проводить время
4. Seasonal analogies. 
Complete each analogy by writing the best word in the blank.
You may use a dictionary
a) December is to winter as June is to ......
warmer 

month
summer 

autumn
b) Ice skate is to sleigh as scooter is to ......
road 


wagon
handle 

scoot
c) Cake is to eat as egg nog is to ...... 
drink 


cream
holiday 

milk
d) Rudolph is to reindeer as Frosty is to ......
cold 


icy
white 


snowman
e) Christmas is to merry as New Year is to......
holiday 

January
happy 

party
f) Christmas is to Christian as Hanukkah is to
lights 


Jewish
religious 

candles
g) Out is to in as give is to
gifts 


present
help 


receive
5. Read the texts and match its parts with the countries: 
a) Australia;
b) Great Britain; 
c) Mexico; 
d) Sweden.
a) Christmas is the most important holiday in the country. The 24th December is called "Christmas Eve", the 25-th "Christmasmas Day" and the 26th "Boxing Day". The 25th and 26th are public holidays. Before the 25th, people send Christmas cards to their friends and family. Many families decorate their houses with a Christmas tree. They give presents to family and friends, and these are opened on Christmas Day. Children believe that Father Christmas, or "Santa Claus", bring the presents. He has a white beard and wears a red suit. The traditional Christmas meal includes turkey and Christmas pudding. People pull crackers after the meal.
b) Christmas is celebrated for 9 days. On 16th December hom​es are decorated. This is the beginning of Posadas which recalls the story of the Holy Family's search for an inn. At family parties the Pinata, a decorated pottery jar filled with sweets and Presents is hung up. Blind – folded guests try to break it with a stick.
c) The colours red and white are used gor Christmas decorations. From 1st December, beautiful stars and candles are put in' windows, Christmas Eve is the most important day and the traditional meal includes dried and cod and rice porridge.
d) Christmas comes in the middle of the Summer. People give presents at breakfast and many people eat their Christmas Day meal on the beach. Homes are decorated with special flowers, like the "Christmas bush", and with ferns and palm leaves. These are often decorated like a Christmas tree.
6. Learn Christmas wishes:
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year! 
Good luck in the New Year!
Merry Christmas and many gifts from Santa Claus!
May the blessing of Christmas be yours and happiness fill each day 
of the New Year!
May the peace and happiness of Christmas be with you throuout the 
New Year !
