Слайд 1

When you are in London you are always reminded of the city’s close connection with the Crown. There are royal palaces, royal parks and colorful ceremonies. I want to tell you about royal residences because a residence is one of the important places in kings’ or queens’ reign and because it is an important part in the history of the country.
Throughout the centuries, British kings and queens have built or bought palaces to serve as family homes, workplaces and as centres of government. 

The residences still standing today can be divided into three categories: official Royal residences, private Estates, unoccupied Royal residences.
Слайд 2.  Official Residences.

Official Royal residences are held in trust for future generations. As well as being family homes for members of the Royal Family, they are also working buildings used for housing the officials of staff from the Royal Household, entertaining official guests and hosting formal events and ceremonies.
Слайд 3-4
Buckingham palace. It is the official London residence of British monarchs and one of the biggest royal palaces in the world. Almost all the kings and queens lived in the palace. There is a great Gallery with Rembrandt’s and Rubence’s masterpieces in the yard of the palace. A monument to Queen Victoria is in front of it.
Слайд 5-6
Kensington Palace

Kensington Palace in London is a working Royal residence. Of great historical importance, Kensington Palace was the favourite residence of successive sovereigns until 1760. It was also the birthplace and childhood home of Queen Victoria. Today it is the official residence of The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester; the Duke and Duchess of Kent; and Prince and Princess Michael of Kent. Kensington Palace is also used on an unofficial basis by Prince Harry, as well as his cousin Zara Phillips. It was the official residence of Diana, Princess of Wales (until her death in 1997), of Princess Margaret (until her death in 2002) and of Princess Alice (until her death in 2004).
Today, the State Rooms are open to the public and managed by the independent charity Historic Royal Palace. The offices and private accommodation areas of the palace remain the responsibility of the Royal Household.
Слайд 7-8 
St. James's Palace is still a working palace. It is also the London residence of the Princess Royal and Princess Alexandra, The Honourable Lady Ogilvy. The Palace forms part of a sprawling complex of buildings housing Court offices and officials' apartments. The complex includes York House, the former home of the Prince of Wales and his sons, the Princes William and Harry, Lancaster House, which is used by HM Government for official receptions. St. James's Palace is one of the four buildings in London where guards from the Household Division can be seen (the other three are Buckingham Palace, Clarence House and Horse Guards).
Слайд 9-10

 Windsor castle. The site has been the official residence of kings and queens from William the Conqueror to the present day monarchs. Royals have been born, married and buried in the castle. Windsor began its life as a wooden fort built by William the Conqueror in the 11th century and later kings and queens had a hand in its evolution. Windsor is one of the oldest and biggest lived – in castles in the whole world. And it’s one of the official residences of Queen Elisabeth II. In fact, the Queen likes Windsor more than Buckingham Palace.
Слайд 11-12
Palace of Holyrood
Founded as a monastery in 1128, the Palace of Holyrood in Edinburgh is The Queen's official residence in Scotland. Successive kings and queens have made the Palace of Holyrood the premier royal residence in Scotland. Today, the Palace is the setting for State ceremonies and official entertaining. The Investiture held in the Great Gallery is for Scottish residents whose achievements have been recognised in the twice-yearly Honours List which appears at New Year and on The Queen's Official Birthday in June. King George V and Queen Mary held the first garden party in the grounds of Holyrood and the tradition has been maintained to the present day. Each year, The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh entertain around 8,000 guests from all walks of Scottish life during Holyrood week.
Слайд 13.  Private Estates.
Private Estates are owned by The Queen and are often used to generate private income through farming or public access to Royal residences.

Слайд 14-15
Balmoral Castle is the private residence of The Queen in Scotland. Beloved by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, Balmoral Castle has remained a favourite residence for The Queen and her family during the summer holiday. Along with Sandringham House, Balmoral is the private property of the Queen and is not part of the (government-owned) royal estate. Balmoral was a residence of George V, and George VI had to buy it in order to keep it as homes of the monarch. Balmoral Castle was also the birthplace of Queen Victoria Eugenie of Spain, a granddaughter of Queen Victoria.
Слайд 16-17
Sandringham House in Norfolk is privately owned by the British Royal Family. Built by the Prince of Wales (the future Edward VII) as a home for himself and his family, Sandringham House has been the private home of four generations of Sovereigns. Princess Alexandra came to love Sandringham.
For many years the house stood unused, but after World War II this castle was used again. The Queen and other members of the Royal Family regularly spend Christmas here and make it their official base until February each year.
Слайд 18-19
Clarence House is a royal home in London. For nearly 50 years, from 1953 to 2002, it was home to Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, but is now the official residence of The Prince of Wales, The Duchess of Cornwall, and the Princes William and Harry. It is open to visitors for approximately two months each summer. The house was built between 1825 and 1827 to a design by John Nash. Since 2002 the term "Clarence House" has often been used as a metonym for the Prince of Wales's private office.
Слайд 20.  Unoccupied Royal Residences.
Unoccupied Royal residences are all other buildings in Great Britain which once housed members of the Royal family and are therefore of historical interest. These buildings are owned by numerous bodies and individuals and many are open to the general public.

As there are a lot of them, it’s impossible to produce a definite list. Some of them are run by Historic Royal Palaces, a nonprofitable independent charity. These palaces are: the Tower of London, Hampton Court Palace, the Banqueting House, Kensington Palace and Kew Palace.
Слайд 21-23
The Tower is one of the most interesting place in London. It was a fortress, a palace, a prison and a king’s zoo. Today it’s a historical museum. William the Conqueror built it in the 11th century. There are always 8 black ravens in the Tower. People believe that London will be rich while ravens live there. A Ceremony of the Keys is held in the Tower. Every night at 9.53 p.m the Chief Warder locks the West Gate and then the Middle Tower and gives the keys for preservation. It is a very beautiful ceremony.
Слайд 24-25
Hampton Court is a royal residence which is associated with Henry VIII because he and his wives lived there. Soon Oliver Cromwell used Hampton Court to hold King Charles I under home arrest. Then Oliver Cromwell lived there. Now it is a museum. It houses many works of art and furnishings from the Royal Collection.
Слайд 26-27
Osborn House was home of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. The house is set on rising ground overlooking the Solent, where the ships that helped Britain rule the waves sailed to and fro. Windsor Castle didn’t attract them and they bought Osborne. Then it was Victoria’s children’s house. Now it is a museum. 
Слайд 28-29
The Royal Castle of Edinburgh is the most powerful symbol of Scotland. The volcanic castle rock in Edinburgh was born over 340 million years ago. The palace had become an important royal fortress by the time of Queen Margaret’s death. After 16th century  the castle was used less and less as a royal residence. It served as a military garrison and then a barracks and a military prison. It continued in this military capacity until 1923.
Слайд 30-31
Many Scottish castles were built between the 13th and 17th centuries. They were tower houses, square buildings 5 or 6 floors high with towers on top. One of the most famous Scottish castles is Glamis. It’s said to have more dark secrets and ghosts than any other castle in Scotland.
Слайд 32-33
 The Royal Pavilion. It is the King’s residence situated on the seaside. George IV lived there as the doctor advised him. Then William IV lived there. Queen Victoria visited it only once and decided to get rid of it. The contents were removed to London, many being used for the decoration of Buckingham palace, and in 1850 the Pavilion was purchased by the Town Commissioners of Brighton.
Слайд 34-35
Leeds Castle – one of the most romantic castle in the Kingdom. Dating back to the 9th century it was manor house owned by the Saxon Kings. Over the centuries Leeds Castle has been a Norman fortress, a royal residence to six of England’s medieval queens, a palace to Henry VIII and a private home.. It is a very beautiful place because Leeds sits on 2 small islands in a beautiful lake. Since 1926  it has been in private ownership of Lady Bailey who managed to restore the Palace. Today Leeds is a national treasure
