Homophones in Mary Pope Osborne’s books
It was interesting to know that there are words in the English language that have a similar sound but are different in spelling. It was more interesting to find out that there are a lot of such words. We wanted to find the pairs of such words. We read the books by Mary Pope Osborne: “The Knight at Dawn,” “Pirates Past Noon,” “Afternoon at the Amazon,” “Sunset of the Sabretooth,” “Midnight on the Moon,” “Dolphins at Daybreak,” “Mummies in the Morning,” “Ghost Town at Sundown,” “Lions at Lunchtime.” 
We have found 52 pairs of homophones in these books. Homophones are words that are pronounced the same but are spelt differently and have different meaning. Sometimes you can get confused when you deal with the words that are pronounced the same but spelt differently. It’s better to know the meaning and spelling of these words if you don’t want to make mistakes.

The examples with homophones from Mary Pope Osborne’s books are given in the table.

The following abbreviations are used:

1. Lions - Lions at Lunchtime

2. Pirate – Pirates Past Noon

3. Mummies – Mummies in the Morning

4. Ghost – Ghost Town at Sundown

5. Midnight – Midnight on the Moon

6. Dolphins – Dolphins at Daybreak

7. Sunset – Sunset of the Sabretooth

8. Afternoon – Afternoon at the Amazon

	9. Knight – The Knight at Dawn
№
	Homophones
	Meaning
	Examples

	1
	I 

eye
	used as the subject of a verb when you are the person speaking

one  of the two parts of the body that animals and people use to see
	I don’t know but I have to go. (Lions, p.18)

His good eye glared at Jack. (Pirates, p.48)

	2
	through

threw
	entering smth such as a door, passage, tube, hole at one end or side and leaving at the other

the past tense of throw (to get rid of smth that you don’t need)
	At the top he crawled through a hole in the wooden floor. (Mummies, p.9)
Jack threw down his rucksack and got down on his knees. (Lions, p.27)

	3
	buy

by

bye
	to get smth by paying money for it

a word that shows who or what did smth
goodbye
	He wants to buy Sunset. (Ghost, p.47)
Soon they would graze on the grass prepared by the zebras. (Afternoon, p.33)
Bye, Slim! - yelled Annie. (Ghost,p.71)

	4
	four

for
	a number

preposition
	Jack and Annie set out four special things that would free her. (Midnight, p.8)
Well, for two reasons, I think, explained Morgan. (Pirates, p.68)

	5
	bee

be
	black and yellow flying insect that makes honey

used to give an order or to tell someone about the rule
	The bee buzzed around it. (Lions, p.47)
She wants us to be her helpers. (Lions, p.49)

	6
	paw

pour


	an animal’s foot that has nails or claws

to fill cups with tea or water

	Finally they saw the light and a paw of the strange cat. (Mummies, p.62)
She wanted to pour water. (Dolphins, p.41)

	7
	here

hear
	in this place

to listen to what someone is saying, the music they are playing
	We have to get out of here. (Sunset, p.26)
Didn’t you hear me calling? – Jack whispered. (Sunset, p.26)

	8
	rein

rain
	1. a long narrow band of leather that is fastened around a horse’s head in order to control it

 2. a large deer with long wide horns
1. water that falls in small drops from clouds in the sky

2. tropical forest with tall trees that are very close together
	Slim snapped his reins. (Ghost,p.44)

We left your rein deer. (Sunset,p.66)
Then the rain cleared away more sand. (Pirates,p.56)
The rain forest is in three layers. (Afternoon, p.19)

	9
	one

won
	1. a particular day in the past

2. used instead of a noun that has already been mentioned
the past tense of win (to be the best or first in a competition, game, election)
	One summer day a mysterious tree house appeared in the wood. (Sunset, p.7)
Look at the real one, Jack. Not the one in the book. (Knight, p.27)

Jack groaned, Okay, she had won. (Knight, p.22)

	10
	made

maid
	the past tense of make (to produce smth by working)

a female servant
	He looked at the list he’d made before going to bed. (Knight, p.7)
She worked as a maid in summer. (Ghost, p.28)

	11
	sea

see
	a vast amount of salt water

to look at something
	They had landed in a sea of shining green leaves. (Afternoon, p.18)
Don’t you see the bees? (Lions, p.47)

	12
	our

hour
	belonging to us

a period of 60 minutes
	Maybe we should give them our towels? - said Annie. (Sunset, p.34)
That could take an hour. (Lions, p.65)

	13
	son

sun
	someone’s male child

the large bright thing in the sky that gives us light and heat
	She hoped he would go to find his son. (Pirates, p.13)
It was shining in the noon sun. (Lions, p.9)

	14
	weak

week
	not physically strong

a period of seven days
	Her knees felt weak. (Sunset, p.59)
Annie starts school in a week. (Midnight, p.19)

	15
	to

two

too
	used before a verb to show that it is in the infinitive
a number

also, as well
	He wanted to take notes. (Knight, p.24)

You’ve solved two riddles so far, she said. (Lions, p.10)
There’s a windmill in here, too. (Knight, p.25)

	16
	there

their
	used to say that smth exists
shows something is owned
	We don’t know for sure if there is a magic person. (Knight,p.10)

Jack and Annie put their pieces of bread together. (Lions, p.56)

	17
	gait

gate
	the way someone walks
a frame that you can open and close to get through a fence
	He had the familiar gait. (Mummies,p.29)
He’s going through the gate. (Knight, p.25)

	18
	piece

peace
	a part of smth that has been separated, broken
a period of time in which there is no war
	Jack tore out the piece of paper. (Midnight, p.43)
We came in peace for all children. (Midnight, p.44)

	19
	seen

scene
	the past participle of see (to be able to use your eyes to look at things and know what they are)
a view of a place as you see it
	It was the strangest cat Jack had ever seen. (Mummies, p.14)
The scene was beautiful: red, yellow and blue corrals. (Dolphins, p.28)

	20
	night

knight
	the dark part of each 24-hour period when the sun can’t be seen
a man in former times who was trained to fight while riding a horse
	Then one night he just vanished into prairie and was never seen alive again. (Ghost, p.60)

There was a picture of a knight on a black horse. (Knight, p.18)

	21
	hole

whole
	an empty place in something
all of something
	They were in a deep hole. (Sunset, p.45)
That’s your whole plan. (Lions, p.65)

	22
	wait

weight
	to not to do smth until something else happens
to have a particular weight
	What if we wait till they leave? (Lions, p.65)
He could see that she had put on a little weight. (Midnight, p.47)

	23
	said

sad
	the past tense and past participle of say (to pronounce a word or a sound)
unhappy
	No, said Annie as she pulled the book away from him. (Knight, p.20)

He felt too sad to speak. (Pirates, p.73)

	24
	new

knew
	recently made, bought, built, invented
the past tense of know (to have information about smth)
	And he started to write down this new fact. (Knight, p.71)

Jack knew at once what he was. (Lions, p.53)

	25
	plane

plain
	a vehicle that flies in the air and has wings and an engine
1. a large area of flat dry land

2. simple
	Soon the plane landed. (Midnight, p.24)
He saw a huge grassy plain. (Lions, p.16)
It doesn’t look very plain. (Dolphins, p.19)

	26
	side

sighed
	the place or area next to someone or smth
the past tense of sigh (to breath in and out making a long sound)
	He fell right over and lay on his side. (Midnight, p.34)
Jack sighed. (Sunset, p.12)

	27
	rode

road
	the past tense of ride (to travel in a bus, car or other vehicle)

a specially prepared surface for cars, buses, bicycles
	A cowboy rode out of an alley. (Ghost, p.37)
You and I ride down the road to their camp. (Ghost,p.47)

	28
	read

red
	the past tense of read (to look at written words and understand what they mean)
having the colour of blood or fire
	Jack unrolled the ancient scrolls and read aloud. (Lions, p.19)
He opened it to the page with the red silk bookmark.(Knight, p.20)

	29
	blew

blue
	the past tense of blow (to move smth by the force of the wind)
the colour of the clear sky or of the sea
	The wind blew his hair. (Knight,p.63)

There was a blue leather bookmark in it. (Knight, p.17)

	30
	read

reed
	to look at written words and understand what they mean
a type of long plant that grows in wet places
	Jack turned the page to read more. (Lions, p.17)
Just looked at this mud and reed. (Sunset, p.37)

	31
	waste

waist
	to use more money, time, energy etc than you should
the narrow part in the middle of the human body
	That was the waste of time. (Ghost, p.39)
She put her arm around his waist. (Sunset, p.41)

	32
	meat

meet
	the flesh of animals and birds eaten as food
to be in the same place as someone else because you have arranged to do this
	We’ll be meat for those evil brutes. (Pirates, p.39)

Meet you at the back door. (Midnight, p.10)

	33
	flower

flour
	the coloured part of a plant or tree that produces seeds or fruit
a powder made by crushing grain and used by making bread
	She wore a flower in her black hair. (Mummies, p.30)
There are sacks of flour and barrels of wine. (Knight,p.50)

	34
	weigh

way
	to have a particular weight
the road, path etc that you must follow in order to get to a particular place
	And in this mud it feels like I weigh a tonne. (Lions, p.28)
He wove his way between the grazing zebras. (Lions, p.25)

	35
	wear

where
	to have smth such as clothes, shoes on your body
at, to, or from a particular place or position
	They wear soft coats. (Sunset, p.32)

Where were all the astronauts and space scientists? (Midnight, p.18)

	36
	deer

dear
	a large grass eating wild animal that can run very fast and has wide branching horns
used when speaking to someone you love
	It looked like a tiny deer. (Lions, p.8)
Oh, dear, no! Not just anybody. (Pirates, p.68)

	37
	would

wood
	used instead of  “will” with a past tense verb
a small forest
	If you weigh thirty kilos on Earth, you would only weigh five kilos on the moon. (Midnight, p.33)
They walked through the sunlit wood. (Lions, p.74)

	38
	bare

bear
	not covered by clothes, not having any leaves
1. a large strong animal with thick fur that eats fruit, insects

2. dislike smth or someone very much
	The cold wind blew against his bare legs. (Sunset, p.28)
It’s a great cave bear. (Sunset, p.26)

A mustang cannot bear to wander alone. (Ghost,p.36)

	39
	straight

strait
	moving in a straight line
a narrow passage of water between two areas of land
	But he seemed to be staring straight at Jack and Annie. (Knight, p.61)

The sub floated past the small strait. (Dolphins, p.31)

	40
	break

brake
	to completely destroy someone’s chances of success
a piece of equipment that makes a vehicle go more slowly or stop
	To break the spell, we had to be on the moon. (Midnight, p.67)

Then she pushed her foot on the brake until the buggy stopped. (Midnight, p. 42)

	41
	write

right
	to form letters with a pen or pencil
1. immediately and without any delay
2. towards the direction or side
	Aren’t you going to write about the gold medal? (Knight, p.9)
Let’s go back to the tree house right now. (Knight, p.10)

The mini-sub turned to the right. (Dolphins, p.27)

	42
	site

sight
	an area of ground
inside the area that you can see
	They took slow giant steps to the site of the first moon landing. (Midnight, p.42)

The ghost queen was nowhere in sight. (Mummies, p.44)

	43
	know

no
	to be sure about smth
not one or not any
	How do you know Peanut’s a she? - asked Jack. (Afternoon, p.10)
But there was no way stopping her. (Lions, p.19)

	44
	high

hi
	at or to a level high above the ground
hello
	Pyramids were high on his left. (Mummies, p.12)

“Hi, she said. We come in peace.” (Midnight, p.53)

	45
	at

ate
	used to show a point in space where someone or smth is
the past tense of eat (to put food in your mouth and swallow it)
	Jack just looked at it. (Lions, p.58)

He ate his sandwich. (Lions, p.58)

	46
	war

wore
	fighting between two or more countries or opposing groups
the past tense of wear (to have smth such as clothes on your body)
	This was a long war. (Pirates, p.40)
Knights wore armour when they travelled long and dangerous distances. (Knight, p.24)

	47
	of

off
	used to talk about a particular amount of smth
away or from where smth is
	I’ll bring you lots of pearls from the sea. (Pirates, p.4)

He pulled off his rucksack. (Pirates, p.61)

	48
	which

witch
	used to ask or state what people or things you mean when a choice has to be made
a woman who is supposed to have magic powers, especially to do bad things
	Which book is it getting to be today? (Mummies, p.9)
You – you’re a witch. (Pirates, p.68)

	49
	tail

tale
	the movable part at the back of an animal’s body
a story of an imaginary events
	The dolphins flipped their tails. (Dolphins, p.35)

That’s another tale, said Morgan. (Mummies, p.70)

	50
	hare

hair
	an animal like a rabbit, but larger, that can run very quickly
the mass of things like threads that grows on your head
	The hare was standing in a ray of sunlight. (Ghost, p.9)

Her long white hair blew in the breeze. (Pirates, p.72)

	51
	board

bored
	a long thin flat piece of wood used for making floors, walls, fences
tired and impatient because you don’t think smth is interesting
	The wooden board creaked loudly. (Ghost, p.19)

Jack wasn’t bored anymore. (Dolphins, p.61)

	52
	pair

pear
	two things of a different kind
a sweet juicy fruit that has a round base and becomes thinner at the top, or the tree that produces this fruit
	She picked up a pair of rusty spurs. (Ghost, p.20)

The tree stood with other pear trees. (Mummies, p.15)


