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Введение

Изучая темы «Праздники» в 8 классе и «Книги» в 9, а также принимая участие в постановке пьесы Эдгара Аллана По «Похищенное Письмо» в рамках недели английского языка в школе, я заинтересовалась творчеством Эдгара По, который, по мнению читателей, является одним из лучших американских писателей и считается королем американского детектива. Именно он затронул тонкую линию, где соприкасается живое и неживое.
Творчество Эдгара Аллана По многообразно. Он прославился и как поэт, и как прозаик. Его романтические стихи переводили на русский язык самые прославленные русские поэты. Многие его произведения (как стихи, так и новеллы) полны мистики, таинственного очарования, трагичны и посвящены смерти, особенно молодых женщин, на что повлияли события его жизни (ранняя смерть матери, жены и других женщин, которых он любил), мщению и т.д.
В данной работе я хотела затронуть такие проблемы, как жизнь и творчество Эдгара Аллана По, какие произведения сделали его известным, мнения людей о его произведениях и о нем. 
Но в моей работе я не только рассказала о жизни и творчестве Эдгара По, а также я рассмотрела известный всему миру праздник «Хэллоуин». По моему мнению, этот праздник является странным, мистическим, но те люди, которые любят произведения Эдгара Аллана По считают, что «Хэллоуин» - самое лучшее время в году.

В местечке Балтимор, где умер писатель, проходит необычная вечеринка, как и в честь праздника, так и в честь Эдгара По. Поклонники произведений Эдгара По приходят к тому месту, где похоронен автор и читают его произведения.
Его поэма «Ворон» впечатлила меня. Это произведение, по моему мнению, должны изучать не только американские дети, но и ученики русских школ. Потому, что в этом произведении очень четко показана тонкая линия реальности и выдумки, мистики и таинственности, а также в нем открывается артистический мир писателя.
Раскрывая аспекты в данной работе, я попыталась найти что-то общее, что могло бы связывать писателя – мистика и американский праздник «Хэллоуин», которому отдают предпочтение и дети, и взрослые, которые любят пугать и пугаться, устрашать и ужасаться.
Я читаю с огромным удовольствием произведения Эдгара Аллана По и предлагаю школьникам увлечься его творчеством.

Я думаю, что тот материал, который представлен в моей работе и в приложении к ней, можно будет использовать как и на уроках английского языка, так и на классных часах.

Я представляю свою исследовательскую работу на английском языке.
Цели моей работы:
1. Углубить знания о празднике «HALLOWEEN»;
2. Познакомить учащихся с Американским королем детектива- Эдгаром По.

  
Задачи моего исследования:
1. Найти связь между писателем и праздником;
2. Заинтересовать учащихся в чтении произведений Эдгара По. 

Главный вопрос моей работы:
Что и как связывает американского короля детектива Эдгара Аллана По с американским праздником «Хэллоуин»??? 
HALLOWEEN!
Halloween is one of the best holidays for American children. They celebrate Halloween on the 31st of October. The most popular costumes are ghosts, witches and skeletons. The children go from house to house and shout “TRICK OR TREAT”. People give them candies and fruit. The traditional Halloween colors are orange and black. Popular decorations are witches, ghosts, skeletons, black cats and jack-o-lanterns. Everybody looks scary on Halloween!!! 
HOW HALLOWEEN GOT STARTED

One of the oldest Halloween traditions comes from the ancient Celts, who lived in western and central Europe long ago. The Celts celebrated a holiday called Samhain on October 31. After sunset that day, people believed that spirits of the dead would rise and walk the earth. The Celts made offerings of food and drink to keep the spirits away.

Beginning about 2,000 years ago, the Roman Empire conquered many Celtic peoples. But Celtic traditions, including Samhain, remained strong in areas such as Ireland and Scotland, even after the Roman conquest. 

The Roman Catholic Church tried to replace Samhain in 835 with All Saints’ Day, a day to honor saints of the Church. The eve of All Saints’ Day is October 31. It is called Allhallows or Hallowmas by the Church.

HOW DID HALLOWEEN COME TO AMERICA?

Halloween first came to America with early settlers from Celtic areas in Europe, such as Ireland and Scotland. But other American settlers with strict religious beliefs, including the Puritans from England, rejected Halloween. The arrival of many Irish immigrants during the 1800s helped spread Halloween’s popularity.

But by the late 1800s, fewer people believed in ancient superstitions of ghosts and witches. Halloween became more a holiday for children to receive treats and dress in costume.

The downside of HALLOWEEN.
Halloween is an unofficial holiday, that celebrates the frightening and strange. It is mostly a holiday for children, who like to be frightened. Many grown people observe Halloween, too. Those, who love the writings of Edgar Allan Poe think, Halloween is the best time of year to celebrate them. 
By tradition, Halloween begins after sunset. Long ago, people believed that witches gathered together and ghosts roamed the world on Halloween. Today, most people longer believe in ghosts and witches. But these supernatural beings are still a part of Halloween. 
Halloween and Edgar Allan Poe!
Poe is American writer, known as a poet and critic, but the most famous as the master of short story form, especially tales of the mysterious… 
Poe is famous for his stories and poems of strangeness, mystery and terror. He wrote about people buried while still alive. About insanity and death, dreams. Edgar Allan Poe died in the city of Baltimore in 1849. 

Now, in that city, an unusual party takes place every Halloween. In the dark of night, visitors go to the church ground, where Poe is buried… Everything is quiet. Then a voice calls out. It is Poe!.. No, it is just an actor, reading Poe’s work.
Some facts from the life of Edgar Poe.

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), American writer, known as a poet and critic but most famous as the first master of the short-story form (see Short Story), especially tales of the mysterious and macabre. The literary merits of Poe's writings have been debated since his death, but his works have remained popular and many major American and European writers have professed their artistic debt to him.

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, Poe was orphaned in his early childhood and was raised by John Allan, a successful businessman of Richmond, Virginia. Taken by the Allan family to England at the age of six, Poe was placed in a private school. Upon returning to the United States in 1820, he continued to study in private schools. He attended the University of Virginia for a year, but in 1827 his foster father, displeased by the young man's drinking and gambling, refused to pay his debts and forced him to work as a clerk.

Poe, disliking his new duties intensely, quit the job, thus estranging Allan, and went to Boston. There his first book, Tamerlane and Other Poems (1827), was published anonymously. Shortly afterward Poe enlisted in the U.S. Army and served a two-year term. In 1829 his second volume of verse, Al Aaraaf, was published, and he effected a reconciliation with Allan, who secured him an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy. After only a few months at the academy Poe was dismissed for neglect of duty, and his foster father disowned him permanently.

Poe's third book, Poems, appeared in 1831, and the following year he moved to Baltimore, where he lived with his aunt and her 11-year-old daughter, Virginia Clemm. The following year his tale “A MS. Found in a Bottle” won a contest sponsored by the Baltimore Saturday Visitor. From 1835 to 1837 Poe was an editor of the Southern Literary Messenger. In 1836 he married his young cousin. Throughout the next decade, much of which was marred by his wife's long illness, Poe worked as an editor for various periodicals in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and in New York City. In 1847 Virginia died and Poe himself became ill; his disastrous addiction to liquor and his alleged use of drugs, recorded by contemporaries, may have contributed to his early death.

Edgar Allan Poe’s works.

Poe, by his own choice, was a poet, but economic necessity forced him to turn to the relatively profitable genre of prose. Whether or not Poe invented the short story, it is certain that he originated the novel of detection. Perhaps his best-known tale in this genre is “The Gold Bug” (1843), about a search for buried treasure. “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” (1841), “The Mystery of Marie Rogêt” (1842-1843), and “The Purloined Letter” (1844) are regarded as predecessors of the modern mystery, or detective, story (see Detective Story).

Many of Poe's tales are distinguished by the author's unique grotesque inventiveness in addition to his superb plot construction. Such stories include “The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym” (1838), noted for its blend of factual and fantastic material; “The Fall of the House of Usher” (1839), in which the penetrating gloominess of the atmosphere is accented equally with plot and characterization; “The Pit and the Pendulum” (1842), a spine-tingling tale of cruelty and torture; “The Tell-Tale Heart” (1843), in which a maniacal murderer is subconsciously haunted into confessing his guilt; and “The Cask of Amontillado” (1846), an eerie tale of revenge.

Edgar Allan Poe’s works is not easy to read. His language is difficult to understand today. And most of his writings describe very unpleasant situations and events. His story “THE PIT and THE PENDULUM”, for example, is about the mental torture of a prisoner. Each time the prisoner saves himself from death, a new and more horrible form of death threatens him.

Another story is “THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH”. In it, a terrible disease---The RED DEATH--- has killed half the population of a country. The ruler of the country shuts his castle against the disease. He and his wealthy friends are inside. They pass the time by having parties. They believe the RED DEATH will not find them. But it does. 
POETRY AND ESSAYS
Among Poe's poetic output, about a dozen poems are remarkable for their flawless literary construction and for their haunting themes and meters. In “The Raven” (1845), for example, the narrator is overwhelmed by melancholy and omens of death. Poe's extraordinary manipulation of rhythm and sound is particularly evident in “The Bells” (1849), a poem that seems to echo with the chiming of metallic instruments, and “The Sleeper” (1831), which reproduces the state of drowsiness. “Lenore” (1831) and “Annabel Lee” (1849) are verse lamentations on the death of a beautiful young woman.
In the course of his editorial work, Poe functioned largely as a book reviewer and produced a significant body of criticism; his essays were famous for their sarcasm, wit, and exposure of literary pretension. His evaluations have withstood the test of time and have earned for him a high place among American literary critics. Poe's theories on the nature of fiction and, in particular, his writings on the short story have had a lasting influence on American and European writers.

What made Edgar Allan Poe famous?
Through all his crises, Edgar Poe produced many stories, poems, and works of criticism.

Some of his stories won prizes. Yet he did not become famous until 1845. That was when his poem “THE RAVEN” was published.

“THE RAVEN”
Once upon a midnight dreary,                                                                                                              

While I pondered, weak and weary

Over many a quant and curios volume of forgotten lore-

While I nodded, nearly napping,

Suddenly there came a tapping,

As of someone gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.

But the raven, sitting lonely on the placid bust, spoke only

That one word, as if his soul in that one word he did out pour.

Nothing farther than he uttered – a feather then he fluttered

Till I scarily move than muttered,

“Other friends have flown before

On the morrow he will leave me, 

As my Hopes have flown before.”

Then the bird said: “ NEVERMORE”. 

Edgar Allan Poe and Americans.
It is not through these material miracles, despite his [Poe] owing his reputation to them, that the admiration of thoughtful people will come to him, it is through his love of beauty, his knowledge of the harmonic terms of beauty, through his poetry, both profound and melancholy, yet fashioned with the transparency and perfection of a crystal jewel, through his admirable style, at once pure and strange, tightly knit like chainmail, pleasing and scrupulous, whose most delicate effect has as its purpose to guide the reader gently towards a desired end, and, finally, through this very special genius, this unique temperament, which enabled him to evoke and explain, in an impeccable, gripping and terrible manner, the exceptional cases in the moral sphere. Diderot, to take one example in a hundred, is a full-blooded author; Poe is the writer of nervous tension, even of something more than that, and he is the best writer Americans know.
1. Sure that he was one of American’s best writers.

2. Poe discovered a new artistic universe.

3. It is a place when the line between reality and unreality is extremely thin.

Edgar Allan Poe and the French.
The French, with which he throws himself into the grotesque for the love of the grotesque, and into the horrible for the love of the horrible, is clear proof of the sincerity of his work, and the inner harmony between the man and the poet. I have noticed before now that, in a number of men, this sort of zest is often the result of a vast unexpended store of vital energy, sometimes of an unrelenting chastity, and also of a deep repressed sensibility. The supernatural thrill that a man may feel at the sight of his own blood flowing, all sudden, violent and unnecessary movement, loud cries uttered without the mind’s having ordered the throat to work, all these are phenomena to be classed in the same category.

1. Poe’s work has been praised most in France.

2. He had a great influence of many French writers.
The conclusion:

WHAT IS HALLOWEEN?

Halloween is a holiday celebrated on October 31. The colors black and orange are also a part of Halloween. Black is a symbol for night and orange is the color of pumpkins. A jack-o’-lantern is a hollowed-out pumpkin with a face carved on one side. Candles are usually placed inside, giving the face a spooky glow.

Children in costumes race from house to house asking for treats. A carved pumpkin, called a jack-o’-lantern, grins from a porch as the children pass. According to legend, jack-o’-lanterns protect people in their homes from ghostly spirits.

It’s all part of the fun on Halloween! The roots of Halloween stretch back thousands of years and borrow customs from several parts of the world.
EDGAR ALLAN POE…
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), American writer, known as a poet and critic but most famous as the first master of the short-story form (see Short Story), especially tales of the mysterious and macabre. The literary merits of Poe's writings have been debated since his death, but his works have remained popular and many major American and European writers have professed their artistic debt to him.

Poe’s characters, or rather his one character, the man with heightened faculties, the man with distraught nerves, the man whose ardent yet patient will defies all obstacles, the man whose eyes are fixed with the rigidity of a sword on the objects that grow larger under his gaze, is Poe himself. And his women, bathed in light, feverish, dying of mysterious maladies, speaking in a voice like music, they also are himself, or, at least, by their strange aspirations, by their knowledge, by their incurable melancholy, they are endowed with a large share of their creator’s nature. As for his ideal woman, his Titaness, she appears under different portraits, scattered in his all too few poems, portraits or rather modes of feeling beauty, which the temperament of the author brings together, and merges into a vague but perceptible unity, where dwells, in a more delicate form, perhaps, than elsewhere, that insatiable love of beauty which is his great claim, that is to say the sum total of his claims, to the affection and respect of all.
How is American holiday “HALLOWEEN” and Edgar Allan Poe connected?

They both: unusual, frightening, strange, insanity, horror. 

Have death, murder, unpleasant events, mystery and terror.  

Would you like to read shot stories by Edgar Allan Poe?

1. “Gold bug”- «Золотой жук»

2. “A stolen letter”- «Украденное письмо»

3. “The Masque of the Red Death”- «Маска красной смерти»

4. “The Pit and the Pendulum”- «Маятник»

5. “The murders in the Rue morgue”- «Убийство на улице Морг».

6. “The mystery of Marie Roget”- «Тайна Марии Роджет».

7. Poem “THE RAVEN”- поэма «Ворон».
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