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1. Introduction
The nature of our planet is very various. In the process of the evolution the fauna has changed and adapted to the environment conditions. 
The purpose of the given work is to tell the listeners about unusual kinds of the animals of island Tasmania and how they have adapted to a life in the inhabitancy.
Following problems have been defined:
1.
To study representatives of the fauna of island Tasmania.

2.
To find definitions of new terms.

3.
To tell the listeners about the studied unusual animals.
The work is written on 7 pages and has the appendix with photos. 

2 Definitions of new terms
Endemic animals are the animals which live in a small area.
Cloacal animals are an unique group of the most primitive mammal ovipara animals.
Marsupial animals are an extensive group of mammals, different features of anatomy and reproduction.

3 The literature state-of-the-art review
3.1 Island Tasmania’s geographical position
Tasmania is located to the south of Australia (see the Appendix, photo 1). From the west it is washed by the Indian Ocean, and from the east - Tasman Sea. From the continent Australia Tasmania is separated by Bass Strait. This island is large enough island, its area is about 68000 kilometers. It was discovered by Abel Tasman in 1642, but later, in the middle of the 19th century, the island was named "Tasmania" in honour of this Dutch seaman. Tasmania is the smallest state of Australia. National parks and reserved areas occupy a half of the island. They are protected by the state. 
3.2 Flora and fauna of island Tasmania
About 250 million years ago Tasmania together with the other part of Australia, New Zealand, Antarctica, the South America, Africa and India entered into a huge continent Gondwana. It occupied more than a half of the globe, and its considerable part was covered with rain forests. The separation of Australia from Gondwana and the subsequent separation of Tasmania from Australia have created conditions for the appearance of endemic kinds of animals, birds and plants. And now 70 % of the western Tasmania are occupied by impassable forests which are not studied to the end yet (see the Appendix, photo 2).
4 Unusual animals of island Tasmania
Tasmania´s fauna differs an originality and an extreme antiquity. I will tell you only about some animals.
4.1 Mammals 

4.1.1 Cloacal animals 

Extant mammals are peculiar to island Tasmania. They are platypus and echidna.
4.1.1.1 Platypus
Platypus is a semiaquatic creature with a duck-shaped mouth, a beaver tail, stubby webbed feet and fur like a mole (see the Appendix, photo 3).
It eats worms, insect larvae, freshwater shrimps and yabbies. It catches its prey while swimming and by digging into the riverbed with its beak. It stores its prey in cheek pouches and eats only after surfacing.
DID YOU KNOW? The platypus is a poisonous mammal. The male platypus has a spur with poison on its heel. Poison can kill small animals, and causes very serious pain for people.

4.1.1.2 Echidna
The body of echidna is covered with thick needles in length 6–8 centimeters. Feet, a belly and a head are covered by a rigid dark-brown wool. The head comes to end with a narrow, extended nose (see the Appendix, photo 4).

There are powerful claws on short, strong paws. In the afternoon echidna sleeps. It hunts at night. It eats termites and ants, using its long, sticky tongue. Echidna protects itself from enemies using needles. If it is a danger, it turns off as a hedgehog. 

DID YOU KNOW? There is an especial long claw on back legs. It is used for removal of parasites from needles and fur.
4.1.2 Marsupial animals
On Tasmania there are 162 kinds of marsupials. They are a marsupial marten, a marsupial anteater, a marsupial mole, a wombat, a marsupial squirrel, a koala, a kangaroo and others.

4.1.2.1 Tasmanian devil
Tasmanian devil is a marsupial. It has got a short wide snout and extremely strong jaws, which are capable to crush bones. It usually eats small mammals and fish. It is a pest by farmers because it hunts sheep and chickens (see the Appendix, photo 5).
In the afternoon it rests. At night it carefully sniffs out its prey and ambushes.

DID YOU KNOW? The Tasmanian devil's name comes from the "devilish" noises it makes while eating. 

4.1.2.2 Koala
Koala has a round head, fluffy ears, small yellow or orange eyes and a big nose. They have big paws with strong claws. Their fur is so thick and soft that koalas can sit on sharp branches during many hours and never feel pain. Grey or light-brown colour of fur corresponds to a bark of eucalyptus. It hides koalas from raptorial birds (see the Appendix, photo 6). 

DID YOU KNOW? Koalas eat exclusively leaves of eucalyptus which are very poisonous.
4.1.2.3 Tree-kangaroo
The tree-kangaroo of Lumgoltsa has black feet, a grey or red back, a white belly. Animals are very mobile. They dexterously climb trees. They can jump on distance to 18 meters downwards, and to 10 m from a tree on a tree. In the afternoon they sleep on trees. At night they go down on the earth and try to find livelihood in the form of fruit, ferns, leaves and runaways of plants (see the Appendix, photo 7).

DID YOU KNOW? Tree-kangaroo at first chews food, then vomits it, then again chews and only then swallows it.
4.1.2.4 Wombat
Wombats are the world's largest burrowing mammals. The length of a body is about 1 meter. They superficially resemble bears. Wombats live in deep holes, mainly in forest districts. They fly with the owl, eat grassy vegetation (see the Appendix, photo 8).
DID YOU KNOW? The wombat has a very slow metabolism, an adaptation to surviving in arid conditions. It takes about 14 days for the wombat to digest a typical meal.
4.2 Reptiles
From reptiles frill-necked lizard and moloch live on island Tasmania.
4.2.1 Moloch
Moloch is a lizard. It is named by the name of terrible Phoenician god because of the freakish kind. Its body is covered by the bent horn thorns which form similarity of horns over its eyes. Moloch is capable to change colouring, brightens in the afternoon and darkens at night. It eats ants which it catches using a sticky tongue. It is absolutely harmless (see the Appendix, photo 9).
DID YOU KNOW? Moloch has small folds on a skin. They absorb rain drops or dew drops. If it is necessary, it cans squeez out the collected water on folds to mouth corners using its muscles.

5 Extinct marsupial mammals – Thylacine
Modern Tasmanians know everything about Thylacine or a marsupial wolf: as its wool shines in moonlight, which sounds are published by it, what gait and habits it has. They only don’t know one — where find it (see the Appendix, photo 10). 

DID YOU KNOW? In 1936 in a private zoo in Hobart last Thylacine died of an old age.
6 Conclusion
The animals which I have told you about and also many other inhabitants of island Tasmania became extremely rare or have absolutely disappeared. A person is guilty. He has brought dogs, foxes, rabbits, rats, sparrows, starlings from other continents here, and they have begun to exterminate and supersede local animals and birds. He has started to cut down and burn out forests for arable lands and pastures, changing a natural landscape. Factories constructed without treatment facilities, polluted waters, soil and air. Suburbs of big cities have been transformed into dumps of rubbish and lifeless waste grounds. The government of Australia has created national parks and reserved areas where animals and flora are strictly protected on island Tasmania. Here some of them:  

1.
The South-West National Park is the biggest national park of Tasmania.

2.
Franklin Gordon Wild Rivers National Park is in the centre of Tasmania.

3.
Freycinet National Park is at the east coast of Tasmania.

4.
Tasmanian Devil Park is nearby to Arthur's Port and a small town Tarany.

5.
Mountain Field National Park is one of the oldest national parks of Tasmania near to Hobart.

The main thing now is to realise that it is impossible to live in this way. It is necessary to change urgently our relation to the nature, otherwise we will strangle or poison ourselves, and it won’t be required the third world war to destroy our mankind.
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	Photo 1. Island Tasmania’s geographical position.
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	Photo 2. Wild impassable woods of Tasmania.
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	Photo 3. The platypus.
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	Photo 4. The echidna.
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	Photo 5. The Tasmanian devil.
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	Photo 6. The koala.
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	Photo 7. The tree-kangaroo.
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	Photo 8. The wombat.
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	Photo 9. The moloch.
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	Photo 10. Thylacine or the marsupial wolf.
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