              Bioethics of Cloning: Should the Research Go On? 

        The process of cloning is new in genetic engineering today. That is why people speak much about it. 1951 was the year when the first successful clone of a frog egg was created though some early attempts at cloning in the 1800’s were made. Hans Dreisch was the man in the late 1800’s to conduct attempts at cloning a sea urchin. The process of cloning is going on, and cloning of a man is involved in it today. The consequences of this experiment might be terrible. We should stop the research which is likely to bring more destruction than creation to mankind.

        Bioethics is a branch of ethics that studies moral values in the biomedical sciences. A man is not only physical but spiritual as well. Cloning is the creation of an “exact physical duplicate of an organism already in existence”. Before starting any research, we should think about where the research will lead.
         Some argue that the research should go on because any research speeds up progress. Only through progress people can find how to treat different diseases using cloned embryos for that purpose. I agree that it will allow us to study and treat different diseases, but the embryos could one day become cloned children and this is dangerous. It can lead to a mass creation of clones. Those clones may be used in war as it happened in one very famous movie called “Star Wars”. There Jedi Republic used clones in war to defeat the Droids’ army, but after that one Jedi that turned to the dark side rebelled against the Republic. As a result, the Republic fell in chaos. That situation can happen in our life in the nearest future if we allow experiments with cloned embryos to go on.
        Many people argue that the research of cloning will allow sick people to have a real chance to obtain cloned organs when necessary. I agree that it will allow sick people to receive their cloned organs for transplantation, thus lessening their pain, but embryos that are used for cloning organs will be used as material, not as living organisms. We should not forget that we are human beings that have moral values. Once everyone of us started as an embryo. Now we are alive, not destroyed. Who made a decision to save our lives? Human beings did. It’s in our power to decide whether to save or to destroy the lives of the same human beings as we are, but unable to speak yet, unable to plead yet, unable to cry yet… They have a chance to live if we don’t steal this chance.
       The opponents of the research of cloning say, “Only for very serious reasons – to avoid moral wrongdoing, to avoid harm to society, and to avoid foolish or unnecessary risks – should progress toward increased knowledge and advances that might relieve suffering or cure disease be slowed.” 

        The consequences of the research might be terrible. We are human beings, not material for research. We cannot be cloned. Only God can create us and take our lives. We must stop the research of cloning.  It may lead us to unpredictable future. 
