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The aim of this research work is:

1. cultural– to study the origin of some hills’, lakes’ and rivers’ names in Alsheevsky district and see if names of oronyms and hydronyms  demonstrate history, culture, traditions of the people, living in our area;

2. practical – to improve my language skills.

The task is:

1. to find some material about hills, rivers, lakes in Alsheevsky district;

2.  to classify the names according to their origin;

3.  to take pictures of the most famous hills, rivers and lakes.
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Introduction

Nature in every corner all over the world is unique and picturesque in its own way: thick forests and wide meadows, high mountains and fanciful hills, wide steppes and swampy marches, great waterfalls and large deserts, quick rivers and deep lakes with pure water.

People always admired impressive views and tried to mark them with bright, original names.

So it’s very important to study the origin of mountains’, hills’, lakes’ and rivers’ names if we want to learn a bit more about history, culture and traditions of the people living in a certain area.

This research work is devoted to studying the origin of some rivers’, lakes’, hills’ names in Alsheevsky district. While making this research we found out that the names of most oronyms and hydronyms are unique. They mostly originated from their shape, size, their location and their striking features. But some hydronyms stay nameless.

Alsheevsky district is famous for its natural monuments: Susak-Tau, Satyr-Tau, Maksimovski preserve, Tashly march, where rare and endangered plants are growing.

The nature of our land was sung by many poets born here. They are: Sh.                                       Anak, G. Yunusova, R. Shakur.
I.  Alsheevsky district – a land of hills of fanciful shapes and different sizes
I  Names originated from the shape of the hill
1. Some names of hills have metaphorical names:
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Kashka-Tau (nearby the village of Sarysh) means in the Bashkir language “a bold hill” or a hill without any plants on it.

· Sanaisary, a hill nearby the village of Tashly. Its name can be translated as a “bold hill” or “a hill covered with endless snow” from the Bashkir language.

Sanaisary
2. The other hills got their names according to their shape and size:
· Uslu-Tau, a hill nearby the village of Idris, the Bashkir word “uslu” means “sharp” in Russian, on the whole – a sharp hill.
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· Satyr-Tau, a hill nearby the village of Kipchak – Askar. Satyr has the meaning “a 



tent” in Russian.

Satyr-Tau
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Susak-Tau, a hill nearby the former village of Tuktar. Its name came from the Bashkir word “susak”, that means “a cone-shaped hill” in Russian.

Susak-Tau
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· Sarai-Tau, a hill nearby the village of Old Sepyash, the word “sarai”is translated as “a palace” from Bashkir. 

Sarai-Tau 
Sicolta, a hill nearby the  village of         Tashly. The Bashkir word “sicolta” means “a pot-    hole” in Russian.

Ur-Tau, a hill in Alshei district has the                       Sarai-Tau meaning “a straight ditch” in Russian.
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· Shema-Tau, a hill nearby the village of Tashly. The word “shyma” is translated into Russian as “a smooth hill”.

· Uzun Gyrla, a hill nearby the village of Tashly, means a long mountain range in Bashkir.

· Uzunsa-Tau, a hill nearby the village of






Tashly, its name can be translated as 


Uzun Gyrla                           

 an oblong hill in Bashkir.

· Kyrla (nearby the village of Tashly) means Kyrla in Bashkir a hill range.

· Kashtyak (nearby the village of Tashly) can be translated from Bashkir as a not very much high hill.

II One hill has a mysteriously coloured name
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 Shaitansary, the hill nearby the village 


of Tashly. Its name origined from the 
Bashkir word “shaitan” meaning “devil”in 
Russian. 

Shaitansary
II. There are a lot of picturesque lakes and rivers in Alsheevsky district
I Some of them got their name after the place of their location.

· The Karamaly river flows across the places where elms grow. In Bashkir “karama” means an elm.
· Kateush, the name of the river in the village of Karmysh is translated as a puddle, meaning that the river bed is not smooth, has a lot of puddles.

· The Missara, the left tributary of the Dyoma, is translated as a hill from the Bashkir, meaning that it is flowing across some hills.

· The Kese Bakaly river, the left tributary of the Dyoma, may flow across the areas with a lot of frogs, because in the Bashkir language this name means “a frog river”.

· The Yukale, the left tributary of the Udryak, means “a valley” and demonstrates its location.

· The Kursak, the left tributary of the Dyoma, its name is translated as ”Kursak hills”where the river starts. 

II Some of the rivers were called after their striking features
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The Dyoma, the largest river in Alshei district, the left tributary of the Agidel, means a whirlpool, a deep place in the river. That’s true, the Dyoma is a very dangerous river with a lot of whirlpools.

· The Kurgul, the left tributary of the Dyoma. Its name can be translated as a never drying up river. 

The Dyoma
III One river was called after the way it was used

· The Mullashkaran, the tributary of the Kursak near the village of Idris. The name is translated as a place with patches of open water. It can mean that maybe people from the nearby village often went there either to fetch water or to rinse some clothes. From the other side this name can mean a swift current that’s why the river was covered with thin ice. 

Lakes in Alshei district are as well picturesque as rivers, the origin of their names is very interesting.

I Some of the lakes were called after the area of their location
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·  Lake Bayazit, near the villages of Tashtyube and Bayazit
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·  Lake Abdrashit, near the village of Abdrashit
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·  Lake Krymski, near the village of Krymski

II Some of the lakes got their names after their striking features

· Lake Akkul is translated from the Bashkir language as “a white lake”. Maybe, in some parts of the day the lake seems to be of white colour.

· Lake Kunduzly, a lake near the village of Small Akkulai. The name  means a lake with beans, growing around it. The word “kondozlo” is “a bean” in the Bashkir language.

· Lake Kylgankul, near the village of Small Akkulai, is translated as a lake with feather-grass. The word “kylgan” has the meaning “feather-grass” in Bshkir.

· Lake Ulukul, near the village of Old Akkulai. Its name is translated into Russian as “a large lake”. The name demonstrates its size.

· The Olo Sarlykul, a lake near the village of Old Akkulai got its name because there lived a lot of seagulls. The Bashkir word “sarlyk” means a seagull in Russian.

· The Kuterkule, a lake near the village of Karmysh. The name of this lake can be translated as “a hummock” from the Bashkir language, meaning

· either that there are a lot of hummocks around the lake or, perhaps this lake started in one of the hummocks.

III Some lakes stay nameless

· The Kul, a lake near the village of Gainiyamak. “Kul” is translated as “a lake” from the Bashkir language. 

· The Kukan, a lake near the village of Karmysh. The word “kukan” also  has a meaning “a lake”.
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A lake near the village of Tashly

IV There are not only deep rivers and picturesque lakes in our district. If you come to Alshei district you can enjoy pure cold water of its springs.
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·  The Kamysh –Akma, a famous spring near the village of Kipchak – Askar. Its name came from the word “kamysh”, a rush plant.
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·  The spring in the village of Abdrashit is fanciful decorated.
III. Natural monuments in Alsheevsky district
1. The natural monument “Cultivation of larch”


It was planted in 1911 on the area of 5.44 acres and is located to the South-West of the village of Irshat, between the rivers Sargan and Gainy.

2. The natural monument “The steppe area”


Its location is within 351.14 acres on the area between the hills Amaly-Tau and Burely-Tau. The natural monument is situated on the left mountainous bank of the Dyoma, at the distance of 2 km. to the North-West of the village Balgazy.


The natural monument is famous for some plants that were listed into “The Red Book of Bashkortostan, 2001”. They are:

feather-grass of Korzhinski; 

 feather-grass, the most beautiful;

  slim- leg hard- leaved.

3. The natural monument “Satyr-Tau” 


The picturesque hill is located near the village of Kipchak-Askar. Rear and endangered plants are growing there: 

 feather-grass, the most beautiful;

 pink needle-leaved.

4. The natural monument “Susak-Tau”

It is located at the distance of 5 km to the North of the village of Kipchak-Askar. Rear and endangered plants are growing there: 

 feather-grass, the most beautiful;

 pink needle-leaved;

 alfalfa. 

5. The natural monument “The Maksimovski preserve”,

 6 km far from the village of Vosdvizhenka. It is the only place in  Bashkortostan where yazvennik coarse headed is growing. 

6.  The natural monument “The Tashly marsh”, near the village of Tashly. Rear and endangered plants are growing there. 
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                                              Conclusion
As we can see the names of rivers, lakes and hills demonstrate history, culture, traditions of the people, living in a certain area. Every name is unique and inimitable. Mostly names reflect shapes, sizes, striking features of natural monuments. 

Having studied the origin of rivers’, lakes’, hills’ names in Alsheevsky district we were not surprised to find out that they are mostly Bashkir because Bashkir tribes used to live in our area. 

While doing this research work we learnt much new, interesting and useful about Alsheevsky district, its hills famous and unknown, its rivers and lakes large and small, its natural monuments, preserves . We travelled much across our district and we were rather impressed by various, captivating nature here. We are proud of our native land and we can say that Alsheevsky district is one of the most amazing in Bashkortostan. 
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