YEREVAN SIGHTSEENG TOUR.

The official name of the country is Republic of Armenia. It is located in the South-western Asia, east of Turkey.
 Its total territory is about 29,800 square kilometers, land is 28 400 square kilometers, water is 1,400 square kilometers. Border countries are: Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, and Turkey.

One can see   mountains, a little forest land, fast flowing rivers and natural lakes on the territory of Armenia.
Most of the territory is on 900-1500 meter above sea level with the lowest point Debed River and the highest point Aragats Lernagagat. 

Summers here are hot and winters are cold.
The capital city is Yerevan with population over 1.1 million of people.
Armenian is an official language. Russian is largely spoken; English is widely spoken in Tourist and Service Outlets. 
The landing of Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat and stories of the Silk Road are only a few of the wonders that make Armenia unique. This ancient Kingdom, described as a “Land of stones”, offers travelers many exciting discoveries into a rich and diverse culture that combines old world traditions with a curiosity towards the modern world. On your trips you will be able see the thousands of unique Khachkar stone crosses, mountainous landscapes, fortified monasteries, river canyons, castles, forests and fertile plains, as well as the beauty of Lake Sevan (offer breathtaking encounters with the natural wonders of Armenia), beautiful fauna and flora of Armenia , which are unrivalled.

Dilijan is one of the famous resort areas in Armenia. People say, "If Paradise had mountains, woods, and mineral springs, it would be just like Dilijan". The natural beauty of Dilijan is so, that it is also called "Armenian Little Switzerland".. Continue tour to the Lake Sevan. Lunch in Sevan, tasting local fish. The lake Sevan is the largest alpine in the world. It is about 70 miles north of Yerevan. This huge mountain lake which takes up to 5% of Armenia's surface area is about 2,000 meters above sea level and is the second highest freshwater lake in the world. 
The dominant feature of the Armenian landscape is rocks. Think of planting a rock wherever there should be a tree on a hillside and that's what Armenia looks like. There's an Armenian legend about this. When God created the world, He distributed the good land among all the countries, sifting out rocks onto the ground at His feet. Then He gave out the land to all the nations. Three nations came late - the Georgians, the Armenians, and the gypsies. The Georgians came first and He asked why they were late. They explained that they had followed His instructions and made wine. Then they had to taste the wine and that meant making a toast. They took so long with the toast, that they were late. God thought this was a good excuse and, as He had a parcel of land that he's been saving for Himself, He gave it to them. That is why Georgians live in Paradise. Then came the Armenians. When God asked why they were late, they explained that He had given them a lot of work to do and they wanted to finish it before coming to Him. He thought this was a good excuse, but the only land He had left was the rocky patch at His feet, so the Armenians had to settle for this. And when the gypsies came, there was no land left at all, so they were forced to wander for all time. 

Due to its location Armenia seems really a Christian Oasis. It's the first country that adopted Christianity as a state religion. It's the country where the first religious war took place.
Monasteries are considered to be jewels of medieval Armenian architecture preserved by UNESCO and included in the World Heritage List. 
Tour to the most magnificent monastery in   all Armenia, Tatev Monastery (9-13cc), a former center for the sciences and art, where many famous Armenians lived and worked centuries ago. The Tatev complex consists of three churches, a refectory, a library, a vault, and several residences. Magnificent canyons surround the monastery. On the way you will stop near “Devil’s bridge”.
 Lunch at a local restaurant in Goris. Visit the cave village of Khndzoresk, a picture –perfect valley with a stream running through it, where many caves and rock formations are waiting to be explored. 
Explore Karahun, an ancient observatory quite similar to Stonehenge in England. The columns sit like soldiers on a hill. The 204 stones near Sisian have been ascribed with mystical, fertility and cosmic powers, but rarely have ancient monuments caused such a sensation in astronomical circles. 

  The history of Yerevan dates back to the 8th century BC. A little part of the capital city's 3,000-year history has survived: Central Yerevan is dominated by huge Soviet-style buildings, but now, due to the nowadays active constructions, many modern-style buildings appear and are going to appear. While your tour you will see the Republic Square which is designed in the traditional Armenian architectural style and includes the Government House Republic square, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Central Post Office, the National Art Gallery. You will also see Opera house, Victory Park with the statue Mother Armenia, the Sports and Concert complex, Kievyan Bridge, Baghramyan Avenue, the Presidential Palace, Academy of Sciences, National Parliament, Writers Union, and the fruit market.
Yerevan looks far more European than either Baku or Tbilisi does. Most of the major public buildings date from about 1920 and were designed by a single architect, Alexander Tamanian.  
The first stop in Yerevan is at the Genocide Memorial. The main memorial is an obelisk, which is covered in scaffolding. The eternal flame at the memorial is burning here. There was music playing, and a lot of people bring flowers. The grounds are heavily wooded, as one tree was planted for each person killed in the 1915 genocide. 

You can have lunch nearby, at a very attractive restaurant in the woods. There is the usual cucumber and tomato salad, a sort of eggplant salad with tomato and garlic, and barbecue with a delicious smoky eggplant, pepper and tomato mixture accompanying
.  Stop at the top of the Cascade (a long staircase, with fountains), where there's the usual World War II memorial. At the foot of the Cascade, there's a large sculpture of a cat, by Fernando Botero. There is also horrific traffic.
The Matenadaran is a very famous book depository / research library / museum. Outside, there's a statue of Mesrop Mashtots, who invented the Armenian alphabet in the early 5th century. Legend has it that he had a dream in which an angel revealed the letters to him. 

 The manuscript exhibit upstairs is toured in the Russian fashion, i.e. a woman with a stick points to things and talks. The oldest manuscript is a copy of the Gospel of Lazarus from the 9th century. Most of the manuscripts on display are medieval copies of earlier manuscripts, many of the manuscripts are beautifully illuminated. 

There were also a lot of "miniatures" (i.e. drawings or paintings that were part of the illumination) and the guide explained the colors. Cochineal was used for red, lapis lazuli for blue, and a copper compound for green. Gold leaf was stuck on with garlic juice. Another interesting exhibit was of the largest and smallest works in the collection. The largest is a 15th century history which consisted of pages that were each made of an entire calf skin. 

Continue on to Vernissage, a weekend market. The items for sale include souvenirs and art, but also household items, hardware, and general goods. By the way, this is also a very good place for people watching. 

Explore the State Museum of Armenian History and the National Gallery of Armenia. (The State Museum of Armenian History and the National Gallery of Armenia are situated together at Republic Square, in the center of the city. With their extensive collections of artwork and historical artifacts, the Museum and Gallery can give you a good general understanding of the history and culture of Armenian’s people.
 Lunch at “Jazzve” café and tour the Ararat Brandy Factory. Here, you will discover the living legend of Armenian brandy. During the tour you will be let in on the tricks of the trade, from brewing the brandy to the bottling process.
 Visit the Sergey Parajanov Museum, one of the newest museums in Armenia, built in honor the renowned filmmaker. The Parajanov museum houses a marvelous collection of his works, from films to collages. This museum, built in a reproduction of the19th century Yerevan home, is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Armenia today.
 Dinner at “Our Village” Restaurant, where you can taste National Armenian cuisine and enjoy Armenian folklore. You will have an opportunity to watch Armenian national bread "lavash" baking and barbeque making process in the underground stove called "tonir". Lavash is the special bread, which can be stored for a very long time.  The restaurant is nicely decorated, with beautiful rugs hanging on the walls. There is also music playing. As for food, start with salad and cheese. You put cheese and herbs in lavash (thin bread) and roll it up. There is also a very tasty potato salad and barbecued chicken wings, followed by baklava and coffee. The Armenians drink what we call Turkish coffee, but they would never refer to it that way.
A farewell dinner is better to have at a restaurant called Old Erivan, sort of near the Opera House. The restaurant has several levels, each decorated in the style of a different period of Armenian history and you can eat on the medieval level. The food there is a mixture of Armenian and more generic Middle Eastern food and is all quite tasty. There is excellent tabbouli, hummus, which is followed by blini filled with chicken and mushrooms. Finally, there is kufta (basically meatloaf) of two types. One is the Eastern Armenian style. The Western Armenian style has bulgur mixed in and fried into a sort of shell. Of course, there is coffee, and the famous Armenian cognac, which is very smooth. 

Welcome to Yerevan. You will like this magnificent and beautiful city.
