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Introduction
Man always wanted to get knowledge. Since ancient times people tried to learn what was around them. First they learned themselves. Then schools began to appear. They were different in different times, but their main function had always been to teach.

School. What a nice word it is. It is full of music. It goes without saying that nobody can live without school. It is our second home. School teaches us to be kind, clever, attentive, strong and industrious. It teaches us to understand life, to have the aim in life. It teaches us to golden rules and to follow their wise advice. School teaches us not to leave friends in trouble. At school we learn the joy of overcoming difficulties because everything is difficult before it is easy, isn’t it? School is the world of childhood. It is the world of jokes, wonders, smiles and happiness. It is the world of humor, hopes and fairy tales. It is the world where we are taken care of and where we change for the better from day to day.

School is the key to the world of knowledge. One of the famous men said: “the country that builds schools has its future”.  We are happy to have a school in our village. It is difficult to imagine our village without it. The life would be dull without it. The school seems has always been here. Our grandparents, parents learned here. While making a cluster to the word ‘school’ we came across  such words as ‘history’, ‘the past’, ‘to learn’. 
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We made up our minds to learn as much as possible about our school’s history.  Not long ago our school celebrated its 135  jubilee. Is it much? Of course, it is. But what do we know about its early days? What was our parents’, grandparents’ school like? What would those 3 old buildings standing in the schoolyard tell us about? To find out the answers on these questions we went to our school museum. The head of the museum Elizaveta Mihailovna Mihailova the teacher of Chuvash recommended us do it. In the museum we looked through the old albums with black-and-white photos, learned different documents there. We asked our history teacher Yuri Ivanovich Bragin to give comments to them. He told us many interesting things, facts about our school. We got into quite another atmosphere there. We tried to learn as much as possible about our school. In order do it  we invited one of the first school leavers of the secondary school Georgi Izhmullovich Izhendeyev. It was very interesting to listen to his story about his school years. We also talked to our parents and grandparents. They told us many interesting facts about our school too.

We must know our history. As they say: “There is no present without the past and there is no future without the present”.  
From the history of schools in Russia

In 1782 a young man Theodor Yankovich de Mirivo (Fyodor Ivanovich in Russian) by name from an Austrian province was invited by tsar Ekaterina II to Saint Petersburg. He was famous in Austria as a man who carried out reforms in primary education. 

Yankovich headed a special commission which worked on the problem of opening people’s schools in Saint Petersburg. In 1786 he wrote “Устав народных училищ” (the regulations of public  schools) – the ground  document of a sshool. That “constitution” for schools has been working for more than 200 years and practically without any changes.

How did a school look like before Yankovich’ arrival to Russia? There were 15 or 20  “Mitrofanushkas” of different ages in each form and every pupil as a matter of fact learned by himself. The teacher worked with every pupil individually: he gave the task on Maths to the one, checked clean writing of the other pupil, read the ABC-book with the third one. That’s why there was much noise in the classroom. There were no desks then, the pupils were sitting at a long table and the teacher was walking with a wooden stick behind them making them to work (especially the lazy ones).

Fyodor Ivanovich included much into the  Russian system of education  from the Austrian system of education. He included such a system of lessons: 1 lesson – 1 class – 1 subject. To ask or to answer the question the pupil had to raise his left hand, and wait for teacher’s permission. There was a silence at the lessons. A blackboard was hung in the classroom, a register for marks and attendance appeared. The lessons were hold according to the time- table with breaks between them.

The main new thing of that time was homework. The pupils were given some exercises to do at home. Yankovich also entered summer holidays, rest on Christmas and Easter.

In provincial towns the so called “main public schools” were opened. Pupils received  two classes education  in provinces.

Schools by churches, kazak schools, country public schools and gymnasiums appeared later.  The work  at the lesson was mostly devoted to grammar and spelling. The school began at the age of 10 – 12. Pupils learned at  school for 7 – 8 years.
Our school and its history

ПОСТОНОВЛЕНИЕ.
Цивильского уездного Земского собрания,
состоявшиеся с 1 -м очередном заседании
об утверждении расхода на содержание училищной части в уезде и на
устройство школы.

Слушали: Доклад Земской Управы следующего содержания:
Очередное Уездное Земское собрание, постановлением №10, по выслушании доклада Земской управы о народном образовании, определило на расходы по сему предмету 1093 руб. и кроме в д. Яншиховой Норваш школы 550 руб., оставшиеся неизрасходованными, по нежеланию обывателей этой деревни иметь у себя школу, к Зачету в смету на 1874 г. не приняты, а оставив их в распоряжении Уездной Управы, поручило ей во внимание предложения Казанского Губернского Училищного Совета, установить школу в с. Хормалы, на которые указывает Высокопреосвященнейший Антоний или в каком-либо другом Хормалинской или Мамеевской волостях, на основании условий, определенных 8-м очередным У.З. Собранием. Во исполнение Распоряжения 3. Собрания об устройстве школы в с. Хормалах или в Мамеевской волости на 550 р., оставшихся не зачтенными в смету на 1874 г., бывшем в селе Хормалов, деревень Андрюшевой, нижней Кляшевой и Яндобы составили приговор, что желают открыть в с. Хормалах школу и жертвуют на расходы по ней по 54 р. 42 к. в год. Но крестьянин с. Новое Чурашево Хормалинской волости, Клементий Кузьмич Богатое, известившись об этом и сочуствуя с своей стороны такому предприятию, нашел, что для Хормалинской волости будет центральнее и целесообразнее выстроить школу в с. Новое Чурашево. имеющем население в 800 душ, т. е. в двое больше, нежели в Хормалах и если Цивильская Земская управа согласится с его мнением выстроить школу вместо с. Хормалов в с. Новое Чурашево, то он из своих собственных средств жертвует на постройку школы 400 р., в число которых тогда же предоставил 100р., а 30 марта 300 р., и к этому же присоединилися старшина Хормалинской волости Ефремов, пожертвовав 10 р. Таким образом, всех пожертвованных на Чурашевскую школу денег образовалось 410р. Земская управа, согласно заявлению Богатова, согласилась в с. Новое Чурашево взамен открытию в селе Хормалах, руководясь тем, что Новое Чурашево имеет вдвое больше население, чем в Хормалах, а именно 800 душ и что устройство в селе Новое Чурашево будет согласно желанию по жертвователей Богатова и Ефремова. Вследствии чего устройство этой школы сдано по условию в 570 руб. С крестьянину с Луцкова Сергею Иванову. Строительство школы окончится в сентябре 1874 г.
There was neither a church nor a school in the village of Novoye Churashevo before 1873.
The resolution of the meeting of the Zemstvo of Tsivilski Uezd: “the Soviet of schools suggests building a school in the village of Hormaly. But a peasent from the village Novoye Churashevo Klementiy Kuzmich Bogatov by name asksedto open the school in his village. One of the arguments was that there were more people in Churashevo than in Hormaly (800 to 400). There were 1093 rubles in the bank. He gave his own 400 rubles for school building.. Starosta of Hormaly added 10 more rubles. All in all they gathered 410 rubles. The head of Zemstvo agreed to build a school in Novoyoe Churashevo. The school was built in 1875, just in a year after that meeting. It was a 4 classes zemstvo school. The teachers lived in the building of the school. The building was destroyed only in 1930.

In 1890 a teacher Antonina Matveyeva by name worked in that school.

In 1895 there were 50 pupils at school. They came from 4 villages here. 47 of pupils came from peasents’ families and 3 from the family of the priest. There were 2 classrooms there. The school was not paid. In 1904 there were 9 schools in Hormaly Uyezd, 2 of them were in the village of Novoye Churashevo: a zemstvo school and the school by the church. 55 boys and 15 girls studied there at that time. There were only 2 teachers at that time..

The first teacher was Aleksandra Borisovna Borisova. She worked at school for 50 years. In 1923 she retired and then  lived in Cheboksary.

In 1931 a new school building was made. There were 4 class rooms, a teachers’ room and the teachers’ flat. For the first time the children came to the 5th form.

In 1941-1942 our school was a 7 year- study school. 250 pupils studied there. After the Victory over fascism by the year 1950 the number of children grew into 390. 

As the time past new school buildings were constructed. They have been still standing in our schoolyard. One of them is used as a store house, in the other one there are three classrooms, the third is the centre of teaching pilots of deltaplane in the farm.   

In 1958 a 6 roomed school building began its work. The headmaster’s room was also there.

In 10 years (1968) another new building with a gymnasium, a workshop and a boarding school was built. 

1953. Our school became a 10 year secondary school. 24 pupils got the certificate of a   secondary education for the first time. It was in 1956. We invited one of the pupils of that form to our school. It was Georgi Ishmullovich Izhendeyev, the former Biology teacher at Aybechi secondary school. He had worked at school  for 40 years. He is retired now. He was very glad to be invited to the meeting. He told us about his classmates and the teachers, about the times when he learned at school. We listened to him with great interest and thanked him for his story. 

We learned much about our school’s development since 1875. It has a rich history. Everybody should know about it. As they say ‘there is no present without the past and there is no future without the present’.
Development of our school

	A church was built


                                                               1873
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                                                              1875

	A 4 years school by the church



                                                              1904


	      A  school by the church 
	
	       A Zemstvo school


                                                               1931

	A 4 roomed school with the teachers’ room and the teachers’ flat inside it  was built


                                                               1958

	A 6 roomed school in a new building





    1968
	A new building with a gym, a workshop and a boarding house   



   1987
	The modern school was founded

A big gym, a canteen, a model library, a computer class











    2000
	Our school museum was opened


 School’s  main dates
	1875
	4 classes school was opened. There were 50 pupils there.

	1894
	Three of the pupils got a school certificate of good work and conduct.

	1904
	There were 2 schools in Novoye Churashevo: a zemstvo school, a school by the church.

	1930
	The old school building was destroyed.

	1931
	A new school building was opened. There were 4 study rooms in that building. It was named “The farm youth’s school” (Школа колхозной молодежи).

	1934
	The school was transformed into  an unfull secondary school.

	1940
	An 8 classes school.

	1941-1942
	A 7 classes school.

	1953
	A secondary school (10 classes) began to work.

	1954
	The church building was reconstructed into a school building.

	1956
	In that building there were 6 study rooms. The first secondary school-leavers. 24 school-leavers got a certificate.

	1957
	Three roomed school was destroyed.

	1958
	The second school building was build. There were 6 study rooms. A headmaster’s room was here.

	1968
	A new building began working: there was a gymnasium, a workshop and school boarding room.

	1978
	They began to build a modern two storied building.

	1980
	5 roomed school building began its work.

	1985
	The junior school in Savka was joined to Churashevo secondary school.

	1987
	The modern school was opened.

	1994
	The junior school in Sirikly was joined to Churashevo secondary school.

	2000
	The school’s 125th jubilee.

	2001
	The first Internet in our district.

	2005
	The school library and the village library were joined into the model library. The 130th jubilee.


Our grandparents’ school

I am Natasha Pavlova. It was interesting for me to talk to my grandparents about my school too. My mother’s mother and father Roza Ignatyevna and Nickolai Vassilyevich Pashkovs spent their childhood in our village. Both of them went to school in our village. There was an 8 year study school there at their time and they got 8 classes education. The nearest secondary school at that time was in the village of Hormaly. They wanted to continue their studies there, but couldn’t. School was paid. Parents had to pay 150 rubles a year for each child. That was too expencieve for the family. Usually there were 5 or 6 children in families. There were 5 children in my granny’s family too. Those were hard years after the war. In fact they hadn’t enough food to eat and the clothes were poor. When the grand grandparents said that they couldn’t pay for her further education my granny cried. She had to work early as many of the children of those times did. But she told me about her school years with great pleasure. She tried to remember the facts in details. As they said there were 28 pupils in their form. All of them were from peasants’ families. When she was asked about the lessons on writing she said that they had no paper to write, they wrote on old books. At school they were given some ink at the lessons, but at home they had to make it themselves. They gathered oak-tree’s nuts in the forest and mixed its juice with dark powder and used it for writing. Sometimes they had to make the ink they used from the oven’s mild coal and water.  She also said that they went to school with a wooden bag and in peasant’s boots (лапти). My grandfather could also tell us something interesting about his school life. Unfortunately he died 5 years ago. 

So the times were not easy to live and to study, but people had a great wish to learn. We think that the Bogdanov-Belski’s picture “At the door of the school” reflects the life of that time.

At the Door of the School.

 This is a picture of a country school.
In the foreground we see a peasant boy. He is standing at the door of the classroom. The boy is very poor. He is dressed in ragged clothes. He is leaning on a stick. Evidently he is tired. The boy has two bags: one on his back and the other on his side. The boy cannot learn at school because he is poor. He must work to help his family. But he wants to learn very much, that's why he has come to school. He is looking at the pupils. He would like to sit at the desk, too!
In the background we see part of the classroom. We see part of the blackboard on the left and some desks on the right. The pupils are writing something.  One pupil is looking at the boy. Perhaps he is his friend.
On the wall we can see a map and some picture. There is a kerosene lamp hanging from the ceiling. The picture shows the hard life of peasants in old times.

Having no opportunity to get full education themselves my grandparents wanted their children to be educated.The Pashkovs have 5 children. All of them got the certificate of secondary education. They all graduated from our school. Our school opened to them the road of life. The eldest daughter Albina got high education in Cheboksary. Now she is the head of the village kinder garden “Kolosok”. My mother, Nina Nickolayevna works there as a nurse. My aunt, Nadya works in Cheboksary, my uncle lives in the village. They thank our school for everything they got there.
 The school where my parents learned was quite different from that one which our grandparents finished. It was another time. The school was not paid. It became easier to live. Our grandparents were happy to give education to their children.
My parents’ school

 My father Victor Ivanovich Pavlov was born in July 24, 1966 in the family of a teacher and a peasant. My grandmother worked as a teacher for 31 years at Novoye Churashevo school. They have 3 sons. All of them studied at the village school. After finishing school my father decided to enter the university in Cheboksary. After he had got high education he came back to our village. He began to work as an engineer  in the collective farm “Krasny Partisan”. There is a 2 stored building of the farm’s canteen with a garage which is in the centre of our village. It is my father’s diploma project. I am proud of my father. He is a kind man and a good friend. My mother Nina Nickolayevna Pavlova finished school 4 years later than my father. She was born in 1970. She studied at school from 1976 till 1987. Both my mother and my father  talk about their school years with warmth. Their eyes begin to burn when they speak about school. Both of them were “Oktyabryata” in elementary school. At the age of 10 they joined the Pioneer organisation. They gave the oath of pioneers to be honest, to love the Motherland, to respect the elder people and to be true friends to the youngest. They still remember that oath. May be that helped them to become good people in life. I and my sister are proud of them. Our family is a friendly one. Our parents are a good example for us. They still keep the pioneer scarf which they wore before joining the Komsomol organisation. The badge of the member of the Komsomol organisation is also kept as a memory about the school years.

Looking at the parents’ photos we can see boys and girls who  wore a uniform. We can see nowadays too. Usually the school leavers wear it on the first of September and on the Day of the last bell. It is a good tradition in our school. As they say “ every new thing today  is al forgotten old one”. Isn’t it right?
The 130th jubilee of our school

Our school is going on to live its life. The life “ has been boiling” here. Every day we learn something new at school. School is a key to knowledge. We love our school as our parents and grandparents did.

Recently we celebrated its 130 jubilee. Many guests came to the party. Doctors, military men, builders, shopmen, teachers and people of other professions were present in the school assembly. They talked and talked remembering their school life. They thanked the school, the teachers. they also gave presents to school Each form issued a wall newspaper to the jubilee. Our newspaper was the best one among the others. The articles in it were devoted to the past, to the present and to the future of our school. 

Lack of information about the school’s history made us do this work today. We thank everybody who helped us in our research work.
Conclusion

Everything in our life begins from school. It helps us to choose a road in life. It developes the person from different sides.  Children of 12 villages got education in our school. They can really proud of our school.

In 2005 our school celebrated its 130th jubilee. A book was published to that jubilee. It was an interesting and an important fact for our school. Our teachers did much for that book to be published. It was a good present to the jubilee. Thanks that book, the articles from the district newspaper, the grandparents’ and parents’ stories we learned much about our school.  We think that everybody must know the history of his school. As they say “there is no present without the past and there is no future without the present”.
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