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Introduction
You can hardly find a person on our planet, who has not played any toys. Of course the world of toys is various and there are a lot of dolls, stuffed toys, cars, transformers but one of the most popular toys is Teddy bear. Nowadays the industry of producing stuffed bears for children is one of the most developed in the world. 
Last year when I was writing a scientific paper about animals and birds of Australia and New Zealand, I paid attention to the fact that children, especially girls like to play with stuffed toys. They are bunnies, bears, monkeys, dogs and many others. Practically you can find many representatives of animal world on the shelves of toy shops. 

Besides, I came across some articles about one of the most popular toys among children. That was about Teddy bear. So, I have decided to learn about: 

· the history of this toy; 

· the role of the toy in our life; 

· people’s attitude to the toy.
I suppose, that the toy is still one of the best in the world and I will try to prove that. 
The History of the Toy
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Today we can hardly imagine the world without that eager listener and loyal friend, the teddy bear. But the teddy bear has not always been with us. In fact, the toy appeared in the beginning of the 20th century. And it is interesting that the teddy bear appeared in the same year in two different parts of the world: Germany and the United States. 

According to some facts the appearance of the toy is connected with the name of a famous American president Theodore Roosevelt. 

In November 1902 Theodore Roosevelt was hunting near the Mississippi river. He was invited there by Mississippi Governor Andrew H. Longino. The president was looking for a bear but the hunting was not a successful one. So, Roosevelt's attendants caught a small bear and tied it to the tree. Then they called Roosevelt to the site and suggested shooting it. The president refused to shoot the bear saying: "Spare the bear". It became the topic of a political cartoon by Clifford Berryman in The Washington Post. The cartoon emphasized the helplessness of the bear and had the message that Roosevelt would not make decisions for the wrong reasons. Roosevelt became very popular thanks to his actions and the cartoon. 

A Brooklyn store owner, Morris Michtom, a Russian emigrant and his wife Rose saw the drawing of Roosevelt and the bear cub and decided to create a new toy. He created a little stuffed bear cub and put it in his shop window with a sign "Teddy's bear." The toys were an immediate success. Soon they got an official permission from the White House to use a short name of the president and Michtom founded the Ideal Novelty and Toy Co., which still exists today. 

At the same time, in Germany the Steiff firm, unaware of Michtom's bear, produced a stuffed bear from Richard Steiff's designs. The toy was not a success. But they exhibited the toy at the Leipzig Toy Fair in March 1903 and an American bought 3000 stuffed bears because by that time the bear had been the symbol of care and mercy in the United States. And the toys were very popular.
By 1906 other manufacturers had joined in and people became crazy about Teddy Bears. Ladies carried them everywhere, children were photographed with them, and Roosevelt used one as a mascot in his bid for re-election. By 1908, over 20 companies had been making stuffed teddy bears in the United States.
In England, The J.K. Farnell & Co. got its start. In fact, the original Winnie the Pooh was a Farnell bear Christopher Robin Milne received as a first birthday present from his mother in 1921. Five years later, his father, A.A. Milne began to publish the Winnie-the-Pooh books about his son Christopher's adventures with his bear and his other stuffed animals. Today you can see the original toys that inspired the Winnie-the-Pooh books on permanent display in the Central Children's Room of the Donnell Branch of the New York Public Library in New York City, while the Pooh books themselves are as popular as ever.

Theodore D. Roosevelt
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Theodore D. Roosevelt was the 26th President of the United States. He was a leader of the Republican Party and of the Progressive Party; he was a Governor of New York and a professional historian, naturalist, explorer, hunter, author, and soldier. He is most famous for his personality: his energy, his vast range of interests and achievements and his "cowboy" image. 

Roosevelt took part in the war with Spain in 1898. He organized and helped command the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment during the Spanish-American War. Returning to New York as a war hero, he was elected governor. His 35 books include works on outdoor life, natural history, the American frontier, political history, naval history, and his autobiography. 

In 1901, as Vice President, the 42-year-old Roosevelt became President. As of 2009, he remains the youngest person to become President. He was a Progressive reformer fighting with corrupt. He was the first U.S. president to call for universal health care and national health insurance.  As an outdoorsman, he promoted the conservation movement, emphasizing efficient use of natural resources. 

He was the first American to be awarded the Nobel Prize, winning its Peace Prize in 1906, for negotiating the peace in the Russo-Japanese War.

Historian Thomas Bailey wrote, "Roosevelt was a great personality, a great activist, a great preacher of the moralities, a great controversialist, a great showman. He dominated his era as he dominated conversations....the masses loved him; he proved to be a great popular idol and a great vote getter."

 His image stands alongside Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln on Mount Rushmore. Roosevelt has been ranked by scholars as one of the greatest U.S. Presidents. 
Clifford Berryman Bear
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In 1902, Clifford K. Berryman created one of the most significant of all cartoon symbols: the "Berryman Bear." Clifford was a head political cartoonist for The Washington Post. The little bear came into being after news reports of President Theodore Roosevelt's refusal to shoot a defenseless captured bear cub during a Mississippi bear hunt. When Berryman heard this news, he decided to depict the sportsmanlike act of the President refusing to shoot the cub. 
The cartoon was featured on the front page of the Post on November 16, 1902 and was met with an overwhelming public response. Berryman received floods of letters requesting "repeats" of the bear which he began to feature in all cartoons associated with Theodore Roosevelt.
One year after Berryman's first cartoon was published, manufacturers in both Europe and the United States introduced jointed plush toys which were quickly named "Teddy's Bears." By the end of Roosevelt's first term, the Teddy Bear was firmly established in the world of children's playthings. The teddy bear's enormous appeal to children and adults continues stronger than ever today.
Now, one hundred years after Clifford Berryman's cartoon first appeared. R. John Wright proudly presents the Clifford Berryman Bear. It is made of the finest alpaca plush. The Berryman Bear is fully jointed and stands 13inches tall. It has a molded nose, custom leather-covered eyes, felt paw pads and resin claws, the distinctive design is faithfully based on the original Berryman drawings. The Berryman Bear holds a miniature American flag in one paw. The Clifford Berryman Bear will be produced in an edition of 1000 pieces. 
Morris Michtom
Morris Michtom invented the Teddy Bear.

Morris was selling candy in his shop in Brooklyn by day and making stuffed animals with his wife Rose at night. When he saw a cartoon by Clifford K. Berryman depicting Teddy Roosevelt having compassion for a bear at the end of an unsuccessful hunting trip in Mississippi in 1902, he created the Teddy Bear. After the creation of the bear in 1903, the sale of the bears was so brisk that Michtom created the Ideal Novelty and Toy Company in 1907.

Ideal Toy Company was founded as Ideal Novelty and Toy Company in New York in 1907.  The company changed its name to Ideal Toy Company in 1938. In 1982, the company was sold to CBS Toy Company, which itself closed down. Certain brands and toys have been continued through other companies. 

Types of Teddy Bears
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Mass-produced teddy bears are mostly made as toys for children. These bears have safety joints for attaching arms legs and heads. They have securely fastened eyes. There are also companies that sell handmade collectible bears. 

Mohair is woven into cloth, dyed and trimmed to produce a fascinating choice for any artist's palette. 

Alpaca teddy bears are made of the pelt of an alpaca because the fiber is too soft to weave. 

In addition to mohair and alpaca, there is a huge selection of "plush" or synthetic. Both these types of fur are commercially produced.

Some teddy bear artists make bears of recycled materials. These artists hunt thrift stores, flea markets, garage sales and trash collection centers as well as their own and their families' basements and attics in search of forgotten treasures to be turned into a collector's dream. Old quilts, dresses, fur collars, coats and stoles as well as beaded bags and garments are quickly transformed into stunning teddy bears.

Some other teddy bear artists specialize in crochet bears made out of thread. They are called Thread Crochet Bears. For these bears artists do not use fabric; they make the fabric crocheting and at the same time make the bear. Thread Crochet Bears are fully jointed, miniature bears. Some are even less than 2 inches tall. Thread crochet bears may be made of crochet cotton thread, Perle cotton thread, Mohair thread, Punch thread or any other fiber.
Teddy Bear and Science
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American historian Charles  Panaty considers the invention of a plush bear to be a starting point of a technical progress. 

First bears were made of natural fur and expensive cloth. But mass production of the bear demanded cheap materials. So, already in 1903 producers of the toy began to use plush. And scientists began to create special cloth for the bear which was not harmful for children. Fueled by a desire for washable toys, synthetic fibers were created. Buyers liked the idea of washable toys, so bears were made from nylon or acrylic plush, and had plastic eyes and foam rubber stuffing.
In the 1930s bears became first mass mechanical toys. In the 1920s and 30s, musical bears and mechanical bears were very popular, and they were produced all over the world. Bears walked, danced, played ball, and even turned somersaults. Besides, in 1956 Teddy bear became the first talking toy. 
Teddy Bear in Art
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Teddy bears were so popular that famous writers, directors, composers devoted their works to them. 
A famous American historian Frank Murphy wrote a book “A Legend about Teddy Bear”. In the work he mentions some interesting facts. The author writes that the first book about adventures of the plush bear appeared in 1907 and was written by Alice Sclott. And there are more than 400 books about the bear in different languages of the world. Perhaps the most popular is the book by Alan Milne about adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh.
Seymour Eaton, an educator and a newspaper columnist, wrote a series of children's books about the adventures of The Roosevelt Bears, and another American, composer J.K. Bratton, wrote "The Teddy Bear Two Step." That song would become, with the addition of words, "The Teddy Bear's Picnic."

The first cartoon about the plush bear was made by Walt Disney in 1924 and in 1975 he created a film about Winnie-the-Pooh.

The Teddy Bear Museums
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There are more than 20 Bear Museums in the world. Tens thousands of collectors look for rear teddy bears. 

The Bear Museum, the world's first Teddy Bear Museum, was located in Petersfield, Hampshire, England.

The museum was founded by Judy Sparrow in 1984, and contained a collection of antique teddy bears and related items. It was closed in 2006.

The Teddy Bear Museum of Naples was located in north Naples, Florida. It was opened in 1990 and closed in 2005. 

Once Frances Pew Hayes received a small M&M's teddy bear from a grandchild. After this, she started collecting teddy bears and opened the museum six years later, in 1990. The collection expanded to around 5500 individual bears until the museum closed. Many of the bears were donated from private collectors. 

The museum contained various exhibits, such as a Teddy Bears' Picnic, a parade, a wedding ceremony, a "beard of directors", and collections from around the world.

In the late 1990s, the Museum was sold to the North Collier Hospital, and the hospital planned to find a new location for the museum but the plan fell through. 

One of the annual events held by the Museum was the Teddy Bear Fair. It was usually held in October and consisted of various activities, such as games, performances by bands and groups, and petting zoos. The fair was initially located at Cambier Park in Naples, but during the North Collier Hospital ownership, the fair was held at the hospital.

In 2005, a year after Hayes passed away, the museum director, George Black announced that the museum would be closed and all of the exhibits would be sold off. 
The Popularity of Teddy Bears
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Now the teddy is big business: Hamleys toy shop in London expects to sell thousands before Christmas. 
Libby Baldry, a teddy bear consultant at the toy store Hamleys, said teddy bears were one of the most popular items as presents for Christmas. The most expensive one they sold was for £975, she said. 

Everybody wants to have a teddy bear. You can tell them your secrets and problems. You can tell them everything and they don't answer back - they give love.

Christie's, the London auction house, has been holding a sale of teddy bears on Tuesday. 

Daniel Agnew, a specialist from Christie's, said the bears on sale on Tuesday were more than childhood toys. 

He explained the hobby of collecting bears had become more and more popular in recent years. In the 1970s and 80s, it became a big collecting subject. The centenary sale at Christie's featured over 380 rare, unique and cuddly teddy bears from all over the world. 
One bear - which was sold for £28,200 - is a rare black Steiff teddy bear, one of only 600 ordered for England after the sinking of the Titanic on 14 April 1912. 

Another rare example is a Steiff hot-water bottle bear - which sold for £32,900. 

Famous manufacturers also include Schuco, Farnell and Merrythought and estimates for the bears range from £150 to £30,000.

There are many stories connected with Teddy bears. One of them is connected with  'Edwin' - a golden bear found in the breast pocket of soldier Percy Kynnersley-Baddlely, killed in the Battle of the Somme in 1916. The bear was sent back to the dead soldier's young widow, Verna, who placed it on a shelf next to her husband's photograph. Edwin was expected to fetch a sum between £300 and £500 but was sold to a private collector for £4,230. 

The most expensive Teddy bear was sold for $90 thousand. It was made of mohair and produced in 1929.
Conclusion 
I have read much about teddy bears and I have come to some conclusions. 
· This toy is extremely popular. Not only children but teenagers and grown-ups have such a toy at home. 

· Nowadays people can make good money if they have an old toy at home. It is a great business.

· People are interested in the history of the toy, that is why there are museums of the teddy bear in some countries.
Besides, I asked my lyceum mates some questions:

· What was your favourite toy when you were small?

· Did you have a teddy bear in your early childhood?

· Do you have a teddy bear at home?
It turned out that 11% of pupils liked to play with a teddy bear in their early childhood. 79% of my lyceum mates had a teddy bear when they were small and 76 % of students have the toy now. 

As for me, I also like stuffed toys especially bears. I have got a teddy bear at home.
I think that the material of my scientific paper will be interesting for English learners. So, I have made tasks for some texts about the toy. 
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TEDDY BEAR'S PICNIC SONG

If you go out in the ….. today
You're sure of a big …...
If you go out in the ….. today
You'd better go in disguise.

For every bear that ever there ….
Will gather there for certain, ….
Today's the day the teddy bears have their …..

Picnic time for teddy ….,
The little teddy bears are having a lovely time …..
Watch them, …. them unawares,
And see them picnic on their …..
See them gaily …. about.
They love to ….. and shout.
And never have any cares.
At six o'clock their ….. and daddies
Will take them ….. to bed
Because they're tired …… teddy bears.

Every teddy bear, that's been ….
Is sure of a treat today
There's lots of wonderful things to ….
And wonderful games to …..

Beneath the trees, where nobody …..
They'll hide and seek as long as they ……
And that’s the …. the teddy bears have their …..

Picnic time for teddy ….,
The little teddy bears are having a lovely time …..
Watch them, …. them unawares,
And see them picnic on their …..
See them gaily …. about.
They love to ….. and shout.
And never have any cares.
At six o'clock their ….. and daddies
Will take them ….. to bed
Because they're tired …… teddy bears.

Key: woods, surprise, woods, was, because, picnic, bears, today, catch, holiday, get, play, mommies, home, little, good, eat, play, sees, please, way, bears, today, catch, holiday, get, play, mommies, home, little.
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Did you have a teddy bear in your early childhood?
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Doyou have a teddy bear at home?





What was your favourite toy when you were small?
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