
Stavropol Is My Hometown
Stavropol is a unique city. It is situated on crossing 45 degrees north latitude and 42 degree west longitude, between Europe and Asia, the north and the south, the west and the east. It may not be large in its size, but it plays an important part in the life of our state. First of all it is the center of Stavropol territory, a major “breadbasket” of the country. Besides, Stavropol territory is an important industrial, transport, cultural and scientific center of the Northern Caucasus. It has population more than 380 thousand people.
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The beginning of the construction of a fortress on the upper bank of the Tashla River is considered the foundation date of Stavropol – October 22, (according to the old style), 1777.
A lot of outstanding people had to do with the foundation of Stavropol: Empress Catherine II, Governor – General of Novorossiysk, Azov and Astrakhan, His Serene Highness G.A. Potyomkin, the remarkable Commander A.V. Suvorov, a combatant general and governor of Astrakhan I.V. Yakobi, a would-be general and hero of the Russian-Turkish war of 1787 – 1791 I.I. German von Ferzen, the commander of Vladimirsky dragoon regiment V.V. Shultz and others.
The source the town developed from was a fortress Azov-Mozdok fortification line which had a very special name – “Stavropol”, that means “the town of the Cross”. One of the legends has an especially popular explanation of Stavropol's foundation. According to it, the builders of the fortress – dragoons of Vladimirsky regiment and Khopersk Cossacks discovered an ancient stone cross here. There is another legend about that stone cross. It says that the stone was found by the Russian Commander A.V. Suvorov, whose name is connected with the foundation of the town.
In 1822 Stavropol became the capital of Caucasian region, the military, administrative and economic center of the whole Northern Caucasus. The town was symbolically called “the Gate to the Caucasus”. It was the meeting point of by transport, economic, diplomatic and cultural routes that connected Russia, Transcaucasia with countries of Asia.
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The historical and cultural atmosphere of the Stavropol and its parts, started to form since the late XVIII-th – the first half of the XIX-th century. The development of the town and its architecture is divided into several periods and stages by experts.
The historical center of the town kept changing in the Soviet period, but it preserved the traditions of the well built stone Stavropol of the pre-revolutionary period. The interest of the town history rose in the 1950 – 1970-s. Stavropol has been changing in the recent years as well. But the town architecture still keeps a great number of ancient masterpieces and samples, nooks and street sections with constructions that are 100 years and older. The buildings that are still with us are: the first stone house of merchant Ilya Volkov dating back to 1799, several temples, a part of the first military hospital, remainders of the barracks, the gymnasium building, some private houses of merchants and petty bourgeoisie, mansions of the first half and the mid XIX-th century and a few establishments and organizations (the Drama theatre, the territorial library, chemist's of Baiger, numerous churches and cathedrals and etc.), that appeared in the XIX-th – the early XX-th century. More than 200 buildings of Stavropol are protected by the state. They are architectural, historic, archeological and art monuments. Several areas are classified as natural and cultural preserves, including a large territory, called “Tatarskiy” and “Russian” forests, Stavropol Botanic garden, “Sengeleevskoe lake“, “Komsomolskiy pond“, “Holodnie springs“ and many others natural water sources. A lot of holy sources are situated on the Stavropol region: the source of Seraphim Sorovskiy, “Tatarskiy source” and ect.
The architectural masterpieces of the XIX-th century rub shoulders with the buildings constructed in the XXI-st century and make its unique modern look of Stavropol. Dozens of enterprises, factories, plants, shops, art galleries, parks, Drama theatre named after M.Y. Lermontov, the Universal scientific library of M.Y. Lermontov, the Stavropol State Local Lore museum, named after G.N. Prozritelev and G.K. Prave, the Stavropol territorial philharmonic hall are situated in the territory of our city. 
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There are a lot of institutes, two universities (Stavropol State University, Northern Caucasus State Technical University and two academies (Medical Academy and Agricultural Academy) in our city. Not only Russian students, but students from all over the word study there.
A lot of world-known people lived and just visited Stavropol: A.V. Suvorov (1779), P.I Bagration (1782), the Emperor Nicolay I (1837), the Emperor Alexander I (1850), great poets: A.S. Pushkin (1820, 1829), M.U. Lermontov (1837), L.N. Tolstoy (1854), composes: M.U. Glinca (1823), A.A. Alabiev (1832), written A.S. Griboedov (1828), doctor N.I. Pirogov (1844), singer F.I. Shalapin (1893) and ect.
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Stavropol is very rich in flowerbeds. If you have a chance to look at it from the window of the plane, you’ll see a large colourful carpet. The air in Stavropol is always fresh, due to the forests which surround it.
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Stavropol is very beautiful and hospitable city! Our city is worth visiting!
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