                                   Beefeaters


         (The Yeomen Warders)


Beefeaters – are ceremonial guardians of the Tower of London. Long ago they were responsible for looking after prisoners at the Tower and safeguarding the British Crown Jewels. Nowadays Beefeaters are tourist attractions in their own right. They also act as tour guides.
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Nobody knows it for sure why they have the name Beefeaters. There are some opinions about it. So, it has been suggested that Bs were privileged with a ration of bees from the King’s table. The other variant is that feeding beef to elite troops made them strong. 

 Yeoman Warders began guarding the Tower in 1485; today there are 35 Yeomen Warders and one Chief Warder. All warders are retired from the Armed Forces of Commonwealth realms and must be former senior non-commissioned officers with at least 22 years of service. They must also hold the Long Service and Good Conduct medal. NCOs from the Army, Royal Marines and Royal Air Force are eligible to apply, but members of the Royal Navy are not, because while members of the other services take oaths to the Crown, members of the Navy take an oath to the Admiralty. 

The Yeomen Warders normally wear an 'undress' uniform of dark blue with red trimmings. When the sovereign visits the tower, or the warders are on duty at a state occasion, they wear red and gold uniforms.


The Yeoman Warders and their families live in tied accommodation inside the fortress paying council taxes and a portion of their salaries for rent. They must own a home outside of the fortress to go to when they retire. Some of the accommodation date back to the 13th century. The community of the Tower of London is made up of these Yeoman Warders and their families, the Resident Governor and officers, a chaplain and a doctor.

Yeoman Warders participate in the Ceremony of the Keys each night. The Ceremony of the Keys at the Tower of London has a very long history: every evening for 700 years the main gate of the Tower has been locked by the Chief Yeoman Warder and an escort of Guards in this colourful ritual. There is a talk between them:

 -Halt! Who’s that?

 -The Keys.

 -Whose Keys?

 -Queen Elisabeth’s Keys.
 -Queen Elisabeth’s Keys? All’s well.
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Ravens have been living in the Tower of London since at least the time of King Charles II and legend maintains that should these ravens ever leave the tower, the tower and the monarchy will crumble. When he received complaints that the Ravens interfered with observatory work, Charles ordered the re-siting of the Royal Observatory to Greenwich rather than remove the ravens. In order to prevent the ravens from flying away, their wings are clipped slightly, so that they cannot fly in a straight line for any appreciable distance. The ravens are free, however, to roam the tower grounds.

The Raven master is one the Yeoman Warders who takes care of the Ravens at the Tower of London. The Ravens are fed on raw meat which is bought at Smithfield Meat Market by the Raven master.
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  The warders comment that the "real beefeaters" at the Tower of London are the Ravens, which receive a daily ration of beef.
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